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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
UCLA Baseball
October 25, 2012
Contact: Mike Leary

UCLA BASEBALL WELCOMES NO. 2 RECRUITING CLASS TO WESTWOOD
Bruins receive highest recruiting class ranking under head coach John Savage.

LOS ANGELES – The UCLA Baseball team’s 2012 recruiting class has earned the No. 2 ranking in the 
country from Baseball America today. The No. 2 ranking marks the highest ranking of any of head coach John 
Savage’s eight recruiting classes at UCLA.

Earlier this month, the Bruins class was ranked No. 2 by Collegiate Baseball as well. Prior to this year, 
the 2010 class held the highest ranking, being ranked No. 3 by Baseball America and No. 4 by Collegiate 
Baseball.

The Bruins’ class features six pitchers, four outfi elders, one infi elder and one catcher. All 12 of the freshmen 
are from California and fi ve of them were drafted in the 2012 MLB Draft. The drafted players were left-
hander Hunter Virant (11th round, Houston), outfi elder Ty Moore (25th round, New York Yankees), right-
hander Cody Poteet (27th round, Washington), catcher Darrell Miller Jr. (34th round, Philadelphia) and right-
hander James Kaprielian (40th round, Seattle). 

Kaprielian, Moore, outfi elder Aaron Porter and infi elder Trent Chatterton earned All-CIF honors while Moore 
was named the Gatorade California State Player of the Year in 2012. Finally, Virant (No. 73), Kaprielian 
(No. 75), Porter (No. 223) and Moore (No. 246) were all ranked in Baseball America’s top 500 draft eligible 
players for 2012.

Other key additions for the Bruins on the mound include right-handed pitchers Tucker Forbes (Stevenson 
School), Nick Kern (Brea Olinda HS) and Chase Radan (Mater Dei HS). Outfi elders Brett Urabe (Huntington 
Beach HS) and Jeff Turley (Long Beach Poly HS) are joining the Bruins as well.

“T.J. and our entire staff have done an outstanding job of recruiting these young players,” head coach John 
Savage said. “The hard work that T.J. has put in has really paid off in regards to fi lling out this recruiting class. 
We are very excited about the potential that these guys bring to UCLA.”
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UCLA Baseball’s 2012 Recruiting Class
Name Position B/T Ht. Wt. Hometown (Previous School)
Trent Chatterton INF R/R 5-11 170 Garden Grove, Calif. (Pacifi ca HS)
Tucker Forbes RHP R/R 6-9 210 Pebble Beach, Calif. (Stevenson School)
James Kaprielian RHP R/R 6-3 195 Tustin, Calif. (Beckman HS)
Nick Kern RHP R/R 5-11 184 Brea, Calif. (Brea Olinda HS)
Darrell Miller Jr. C R/R 6-1 238 Yorba Linda, Calif. (Servite HS)
Ty Moore OF L/R 6-0 190 Mission Viejo, Calif. (Mater Dei HS)
Aaron Porter OF R/R 6-2 230 La Habra, Calif. (La Habra HS)
Cody Poteet RHP R/R 6-1 191 Bonita, Calif. (Christian HS)
Chase Radan RHP R/R 6-3 184 Tustin, Calif. (Mater Dei HS)
Jeff Turley OF L/R 5-10 187 Long Beach, Calif. (Long Beach Poly HS)
Brett Urabe OF R/R 6-0 170 Huntington Beach, Calif. (Huntington Beach HS)
Hunter Virant LHP R/L 6-3 170 Camarillo, Calif. (Camarillo HS)

2012-13 Newcomers at a Glance
• Six pitchers (fi ve RHP, one LHP), four outfi elders, one catcher, one infi elder
• Five MLB Draft selections (Hunter Virant, Ty Moore, Cody Poteet, Darrell Miller Jr., James Kaprielian)
• Four all-CIF selections and one state player of the year

Trent Chatterton
Garden Grove, Calif. (Pacifi ca HS)
INF - 5-11, 170 - R/R 

Four-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Pacifi ca High School (Garden Grove, Calif.) under head coach 
Mike Caira ... hit .363 with 24 runs, six doubles, two triples and 15 RBI as a senior (2012) … named to the 
Orange County All-Star Game and was named to the Los Angeles Times All-Star Team in 2012 … led Pacifi ca 
to the 2012 CIF Division II Championship with a walk-off RBI single in the title game against Aliso Niguel 
… batted .430 with seven doubles, three triples, three home runs, 29 runs and 16 RBI as a junior (2011) … 
slugged .667 and posted a .513 on-base percentage as well … Earned All-CIF Division II honors in 2011 … 
hit .408 with seven doubles, 18 runs and 26 RBI as a sophomore (2010) … posted a .372 batting average with 
22 runs, fi ve doubles, one triple, one home run and 17 RBI as a freshman (2009) … four-time All-Empire 
League selection (2009-12).

Head Coach John Savage: “Trent is a hard-nosed baseball player.  He’s very versatile and can play a lot of 
different positions defensively.  He’s also proven himself to be a winning player, leading Pacifi ca HS to a CIF 
Championship.”

– more –
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Tucker Forbes
Pebble Beach, Calif. (Stevenson School)
RHP - 6-9, 210 - R/R 

Three-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Stevenson School (Pebble Beach, Calif.) under head coach Paul 
Wilcox ... posted an 8-3 record with 71 strikeouts in 71 innings pitched as a senior in 2012 … started the 2012 
season 7-0 and recorded nine complete games, never throwing more than 100 pitches in any of them … also 
batted .444 and recorded 33 RBI and 40 hits as a senior at Stevenson … named the 2012 Monterey County 
Player of the Year … earned Mission Trail Athletic League Pitcher of the Year in 2012 … three-time All-
Mission Trail Athletic League selection (2010-12).

Head Coach John Savage: “Tucker is in the early stages of his career. He’s a good athlete and is only going to 
get better in the years to come. We’re excited about what the future holds for him.”

James Kaprielian
Tustin, Calif. (Beckman HS)
RHP – 6-3, 195 – R/R

Three-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Beckman High School (Irvine, Calif.) under head coach Kevin 
Lavelle ... drafted in the 40th round of the 2012 MLB Draft by the Seattle Mariners … went 11-1 with a 0.72 
ERA, striking out 92 batters in 77.2 innings pitched during his senior season … earned fi rst-team All-CIF 
Division III and All-Orange County honors as a senior in 2012 ... threw two no-hitters against Woodbridge 
High School and University High School as a senior … ranked No. 75 on Baseball America’s top 500 2012 
MLB Draft eligible player list … logged 30 strikeouts, two saves and a 1.73 ERA for the Wenatchee Applesox 
of the West Coast League this past summer … recorded 10 strikeouts and a 1.64 ERA in the playoffs as he 
helped lead the Applesox to the West Coast League title … named the CIF Southern Section Division III 
Player of the Year and Pacifi c Coast League Pitcher of the Year as a junior (2011) ... also earned fi rst-team 
All-Orange County acclaim from the Orange County Register as a junior ... went 11-1 with a 1.09 ERA, 80 
strikeouts, four saves, eight complete games and fi ve shutouts during his junior season, helping lead Beckman 
to its third consecutive Pacifi c Coast League title ... earned three victories in CIF Southern Section Division 
III playoff games as a junior, hurling shutouts in his fi rst two playoff wins ... earned Most Valuable Player 
honors on the Irvine World News all-city team as a junior ... went 10-0 with a 1.70 ERA in 57.2 innings as 
a sophomore (2010), earning Pacifi c Coast League Pitcher of the Year honors ... named to the Irvine World 
News all-city team as a sophomore.

Head Coach John Savage: “We feel that James is one of the best freshman right-handers in the country. He 
comes from a very good baseball program at Beckman HS and we believe he will be an impact pitcher right 
away.  He’s one of the most athletic freshman pitchers you will see in college.”

– more –
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Nick Kern
Brea, Calif. (Brea Olinda HS)
RHP - 5-11, 184 - R/R 

Three-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Brea Olinda High School (Brea, Calif.) ... went 5-2 with a 1.22 
ERA, 87 strikeouts and three saves in 74.2 innings pitched as a senior (2012) ... held opponents to just a .177 
batting average against him and walked just 27 hitters in 2012 as well … also batted .349 with 14 RBI and 11 
stolen bases as a senior … slugged .518 with a .486 on-base percentage in 2012 … hit .303 with 16 runs and 
12 RBI as a junior (2011) … posted a .526 slugging percentage stole 12 bases in 13 attempts as a junior as 
well … pitched in seven games, striking out nine in seven innings pitched … logged a .342 batting average as 
a sophomore, scoring 13 runs and recording 10 RBI.

Head Coach John Savage: “Nick is a converted infi elder that has a terrifi c arm and a hard breaking ball. He is 
a talented pitcher who comes from a great program at Brea Olinda HS.”

Darrell Miller Jr.
Yorba Linda, Calif. (Servite HS)
C - 6-1, 238 - R/R 

Three-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Servite High School (Anaheim, Calif.) under head coaches Dave 
Lawn (previous) and Jeff Sears (current) ... drafted by the Philadelphia Phillies in the 34th round of the 2012 
MLB Draft … hit .421 during his senior season at Servite … earned fi rst-team All-Trinity League accolades 
as a junior (2011) ... batted .453 with two home runs, four triples, fi ve doubles and 17 RBI during his junior 
season ... listed by the Los Angeles Times as one of the area’s top juniors heading into the 2011 season ... 
played at the 2011 Area Code Games for the Milwaukee Brewers Area Code Team at Blair Field in Long 
Beach, Calif ... competed for the RBI All-Stars at the USA Baseball Tournament of Stars (June 2011) at the 
National Training Complex in Cary, N.C. ... father, Darrell Miller Sr., runs the MLB Urban Youth Academy 
in Compton, Calif. ... uncle, Reggie Miller, played basketball at UCLA for four seasons (1984-87) before 
enjoying an 18-year career in the NBA with the Indiana Pacers ... aunt, Cheryl Miller, starred on the women’s 
basketball team at the University of Southern California (1983-86) and played professional basketball. 

Head Coach John Savage: “Darrell has a chance to be an impact offensive player with middle of the fi eld 
power. He has the tools to be a solid catcher as well and will look to contribute immediately in our program.”

– more –
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Ty Moore
Mission Viejo, Calif. (Mater Dei HS)
OF - 6-0, 190 - L/R 

Three-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Mater Dei High School (Santa Ana, Calif.) under head coach 
Burt Call ... selected in the 25th round of the 2012 MLB Draft by the New York Yankees … named the 
Gatorade California State Player of the Year in 2012 after hitting .406 with 23 RBI and 10 stolen bases … 
also pitched for the Monarchs, going 12-1 with a 0.83 ERA and 71 strikeouts in 67.1 innings pitched during 
his senior season … Two-time Orange County Player of the Year by the Orange County Register (2011 and 
2012) ... earned fi rst-team All-CIF Southern Section Division I honors as a junior and senior ... named Trinity 
League co-MVP during his junior season ... batted .510 with three home runs, 13 doubles, 37 RBI, 39 runs 
and a school-record 51 hits in 30 games as a junior ... logged a .581 on-base percentage and a .750 slugging 
percentage as a junior ... also excelled on the mound, going 10-2 with a 3.16 ERA, 55 strikeouts and fi ve 
complete games in 75.1 innings as a junior ... guided Mater Dei to 24-6 overall record, including a 13-2 
league mark to win the Trinity League title, as a junior in 2011 ... captured second-team All-CIF Southern 
Section Division I honors as a sophomore (2010) ... batted .413 with one home run, nine doubles 21 RBI and 
18 runs in 30 games as a sophomore ... as a pitcher, went 1-1 with four saves and a 2.29 ERA in 36.2 innings, 
logging 28 strikeouts and 11 walks ... named most valuable player in leading his travel team, Team Marucci, 
to the championship of the Perfect Game WWBA Tournament in Jupiter, Fla., in Oct. 2011 ... selected to USA 
Baseball’s 18U National Team Trials Roster in June 2011 ... ranked No. 215 in Perfect Game USA’s list of 
the top 300 prospects eligible for the 2012 MLB Draft ... ranked No. 246 on Baseball America’s top 500 2012 
MLB Draft eligible player list … father, Roger Moore, played college baseball at the University of Arizona.

Head Coach John Savage: “Ty had one of the most successful careers a high school player can have. One of 
the best hitters in Southern California over the last 3 seasons, we look for Ty to be an immediate impact player 
in our program.”

– more –
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Aaron Porter
La Habra, Calif. (La Habra HS)
OF - 6-2, 230 - R/R 

Earned three letters in baseball for head coach Paul Caffrey as an outfi elder and pitcher ... Batted .494 as 
a senior with nine home runs, 11 doubles, 12 stolen bases and 35 RBI ... named to the All-Orange County 
Team and was the Freeway League MVP in 2012 … served as the team’s closer, going 1-1 with three saves 
in 2012 without allowing a run in 12.1 innings pitched … as a junior, hit .464 with four homers and 25 runs 
batted in … ranked No. 223 on Baseball America’s top 500 2012 MLB Draft eligible player list … also is an 
outstanding football player … earned four letters at La Habra HS for coach Frank Mazzotta as a linebacker, 
running back and wide receiver ... Four-star recruit according to rivals.com and the No. 22 outside linebacker 
in the nation ... No. 34 recruit in California according to rivals.com ... A four-star recruit according to scout.
com and the No. 11-ranked middle linebacker in the nation ... was named the 2012 Freeway League Athlete 
of the Year ... 2012 All-CIF Southwest Division Defensive Player of the Year ... Named All-CIF Southwest 
Division on both offense (RB) and defense (LB) ... 2012 Orange County Register Defensive Player of the 
Year.

Head Coach John Savage: “Aaron was the top two-sport athlete in Southern California as a senior in 2012. He 
can really get to the baseball in the outfi eld and has a chance to hit for power and average.”

Cody Poteet
Bonita, Calif. (Christian HS)
RHP - 6-0, 191 - R/R 

Three-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Christian High School (El Cajon, Calif.) under head coach Michael 
Mitchell ... batted .509 with 55 hits, 13 doubles, 20 stolen bases, 23 RBI and 45 runs as a junior in 2011, 
pitching 17.2 innings that season ... did not play for Christian in 2012, instead competing for club team ABD 
Bulldogs … went 10-1 with a 2.10 ERA and 112 strikeouts in 66.2 innings pitched for the Bulldogs in 2012 
… drafted in the 27th round of the 2012 MLB Draft by the Washington Nationals … ranked No. 189 on 
Baseball America’s top 500 2012 MLB Draft eligible player list … earned fi rst-team All-East County and 
fi rst-team All-Eastern League accolades as a third baseman following his junior season ... played in the 2011 
Perfect Game All-American Classic at Petco Park (San Diego) ... selected to USA Baseball’s 18U National 
Team Trials Roster in June 2011 ... selected to compete for (but not traveling with) USA Baseball’s 18U 
National Team at the 2011 COPABE `AAA’ 18U Junior Pan American Championships in Cartegna, Colombia 
(Nov. 17-27, 2011) ...went 9-1 on the mound as a freshman (2009), posting a 1.56 ERA with 78 strikeouts 
and 32 walks ... batted .394 as a freshman, totaling nine home runs, eight doubles, 31 RBI and 26 runs in 32 
games ... earned MaxPreps.com All-America honors as a freshman, in addition to securing fi rst-team All-East 
County accolades that season ... pitched in the summer of 2009 for the USA Baseball U14 National Team in 
Guatemala.

Head Coach John Savage: “Cody has three above average pitches and is one of the best-right handers to come 
to college. He has a tremendous arm and a really athletic delivery.”

– more –
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Chase Radan
Tustin, Calif. (Mater Dei HS)
RHP - 6-3, 184 - R/R 

Two-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Mater Dei High School (Santa Ana, Calif.) under head coach Burt 
Call ... went 1-0 with a 0.84 ERA, 29 strikeouts and three saves in 15 games (1 start) as a senior (2012) ... held 
opponents to just a .198 batting average against him as a senior in 2012 … pitched in three games as a junior, 
striking out fi ve in fi ve innings pitched.

Head Coach John Savage: “Chase has a bright future in our program and is only going to get better. He is 
coming off of a great senior season and comes from a great baseball program at Mater Dei HS.”

Jeff Turley
Long Beach, Calif. (Long Beach Poly HS)
OF - 5-10, 187 - L/R

Three-year letterwinner at Long Beach Poly High School (Long Beach, Calif.) under head coach Toby Hess 
... batted .341 as a senior (2012) while leading Long Beach Poly to their fi rst unshared league title since 1968 
... hit .386 with three doubles, two triples, one home run, 17 runs and 27 RBI as a sophomore (2010) … also 
drew 27 walks as a sophomore.

Head Coach John Savage: “Jeff is a very athletic and very versatile player. He comes from two great football 
and baseball programs at Long Beach Poly HS and is someone that will make strong contributions to our 
program in the years to come.”

Brett Urabe
Huntington Beach, Calif. (Huntington Beach HS)
OF - 6-0, 170 - R/R 

Three-year letterwinner at Huntington Beach High School (Huntington Beach, Calif.) under head coach 
Benji Medure ... hit .325 with 18 runs, 28 RBI and seven doubles as a senior (2012) ... earned second-team 
All-Orange County accolades and All-Sunset League honors in 2012 ... batted .271 as a junior (2011) with 16 
runs scored … also stole eight bases in eight attempts in 2011 … posted a .286 batting average in 2010 as a 
sophomore, tallying 10 RBI and 15 runs with a .405 on-base percentage.

Head Coach John Savage: “Brett comes to UCLA from a very good baseball program. He is well schooled and 
has a chance to be a very valuable player in our program over the next several years.”

– more –
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Hunter Virant
Camarillo, Calif. (Camarillo HS)
LHP - 6-3, 170 - R/L

Four-year varsity baseball letterwinner at Camarillo High School (Camarillo, Calif.) under head coach Richard 
Jaquez ... went 8-3 with a 0.94 ERA during his senior season (2012), logging 105 strikeouts and just 26 
walks in 66.2 innings pitched … went 6-1 with a 1.54 ERA and 56 strikeouts in 50 innings as a junior (2011) 
... two-time Pacifi c View League Pitcher of the Year (2011 and 2012) ... made six starts for the Walla Walla 
Sweets of the West Coast League during the summer of 2012, going 3-2 with a 2.25 ERA and 36 strikeouts 
in 44 innings pitched … also was selected to the West Coast League All-Star Game … threw a perfect game 
against arch rival Rio Mesa High School during his junior season ... compiled a string of 33 consecutive 
batters retired in March 2011 ... at the plate as a junior, batted .456 with two home runs, 41 hits and 15 RBI 
... made his varsity pitching debut in mid-May of his sophomore season (2010) ... was an honorable mention 
all-Pacifi c View League selection as a sophomore ... batted .246 with one home run, 10 doubles and 14 RBI in 
28 games as a freshman (did not pitch as a freshman) ... ranked No. 19 in Perfect Game USA’s list of the top 
300 prospects eligible for the 2012 MLB Draft ... ranked No. 53 on Baseball America’s top 500 2012 MLB 
Draft eligible player list listed by Baseball America as one of the top 20 prospects at the 2011 Perfect Game 
National Showcase ... selected to USA Baseball’s 18U National Team Trials Roster in June 2011 ... selected 
to compete for USA Baseball’s 18U National Team at the 2011 COPABE `AAA’ 18U Junior Pan American 
Championships in Cartegna, Colombia (Nov. 17-27, 2011).

Head Coach John Savage: “We feel Hunter was one of the best left-handed pitchers in the country last year 
coming out of high school.  Hunter is very athletic and has the ability to throw four pitches. We look for him 
to be an immediate impact pitcher in our program.”

####


