
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCKER ROOM QUOTES INCLUDE: 
Player #1  Freshman Center Joshua Smith 
Player #2  Freshman Guard Tyler Lamb 
Player #3  Junior Guard Lazeric Jones 
 
Joshua Smith 
On establishing his presence inside… 
“I was just trying to stay aggressive. They are a good team, they are a big team and we put it on them in 
the first half, but a good team never quits. That was fun, but it was too close.” 
 
On getting the early lead… 
“We just hit them in the mouth first. In a game like this against an experienced team, it is important not to 
get down early. That plays right into their advantage. They are an experienced team and are going to get 
good shots. We came out and hit them in the mouth and that gave us an advantage.” 
 
On being worried at the end… 
“Oh my, a little worried? I mean we were up by like 21 with six or seven minutes left and we only won by 
two. I was getting worried. I was missing free throws, everyone was missing free throws. So yeah, I was 
worried. But a win is a win.” 
 
On playing Florida next… 
“They have good big men and good guards. They are basically playing at home. We are just going to 
have to bring it.” 
 
Tyler Lamb 
On playing in the NCAA tournament… 
“The atmosphere was good. I had a lot of fun. I was excited. I couldn’t even sleep last night. I am happy 
we put out this win.” 
 
On the magnitude of the game… 
“It just felt like another game to me, but I knew it meant a little more inside of me. I knew it could possibly 
be the last game of the season. I definitely didn’t want that.” 
 
On getting the early lead… 
“We hit them in the mouth first. We stressed that in the tunnel before the game. I think that gave us a big 
advantage because of that run they made. It really helped hitting them in the mouth first.” 
 
On closing out the game better… 
“Definitely. This is not the first time we have had a down second half. It is something that we are working 
on. Hopefully we can learn from this game.” 
 
 
Lazeric Jones 
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On beating Michigan State… 
“They were going to make shots since they are a really good team. It is that time of the year when big 
shots are going to go down. As long as we stay composed, we will be alright.” 
 
On winning one game in the NCAA tournament… 
“It feels good, but we keep telling ourselves not to be satisfied. We are a young team but we don’t want to 
be satisfied with one win, we want to go far in the tournament. I feel like we can do that as long as we 
stay focused.” 
 
On stopping Kalin Lucas… 
“We know that we have to lock down. It was great seeing Malcolm [Lee] shutting down their best player. It 
makes everyone else play harder. He was contesting well and using his length. He did that really well. He 
stayed on him and fought through the screens. He made every shot for him tough. He was there every 
time he took a shot.” 
 
On Florida… 
“I know that they are a good team that plays hard. They shoot the ball really well and their bigs are 
relentless going to the glass. We have to be ready for one of our toughest games.” 
 
On starting the game fast… 
“We came out and really jumped on them at the defensive end. We just have to make sure that we keep 
our lead and not relax when things get good because teams will come back. This is March.” 
 
On winning the opening game of the NCAA tournament… 
“The first game is always the hardest to get out. Now we can relax and not think so much. Having an 
experience like this we know we can’t relax at the end. Right now it is that time of the year where we can’t 
let down.” 
 
On the win… 
“It feels good. I know a lot of people were counting us out. This family in here knows we can go out and 
play hard and get wins.” 
 


