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UCLA redshirt freshman quarterback Brett Hundley enjoyed
a spectacular 2012 season helping to lead the Bruins to a
9-5 record. In his first year as the starting quarterback,
Hundley threw for 3,740 yards and 29 touchdowns.
Hundley, who propelled UCLA to a Pac-12 South
championship, is already thinking about how he can
improve for next year.

Bruin Blue: You’re from Chandler, Arizona originally. Can
you talk about your transition to UCLA and being thrust
into the limelight of Los Angeles sports?
Brett Hundley: From Arizona to California it’s been a
major difference. The media market out here is one of the
biggest in the country. So coming from Arizona, where
there is not too much media attention, has been crazy. But
I know that as long as you humble yourself, you can take
anything with a grain of salt and know that everything is a
blessing. 

Bruin Blue: When you were growing up, did you watch
a lot of college football? Do you have a favorite
professional football team or a favorite player?
Brett Hundley: My favorite player growing up was
Donovan McNabb. I loved the way he played the
quarterback position. I did watch a lot of U of A football
[University of Arizona] because my dad was a U of A alum. 

Bruin Blue: The USC game was such a monumental win
for this team, the fan base and this school. Can you talk
about your emotions when that clock finally reached
zero at the end of the fourth quarter?
Brett Hundley: It was huge. I tell reporters and people that
ask me how big of a game it was that I still don’t know. It’s
my first year partaking in this rivalry, and I’m coming from
Arizona, where I grew up watching it, but I didn’t grow up
in it. This rivalry is bigger than just the game. It’s more
about the community, the city and even the people across
the country who are UCLA alumni or UCLA fans. It’s a
huge rivalry, and I’m still seeing just how big that game is.
It was a monumental win and one I’ll remember forever. 

Bruin Blue: After beating USC and having as successful
of a season as you had, you have to believe expectations
are pretty high for next year. How do you deal with the
pressure of those expectations?
Brett Hundley: I honestly don’t worry about what anyone
else thinks. I know that I’m going to be the best player that
I can possibly be. I’m going to give it all I’ve got and in the
offseason I’m going to grind as hard as possible. I’m going
to come back next year and try to be 10 times better and
make sure every mistake I made last year won’t happen
again next year. I’m going to work so much harder in the
offseason so I can get that much better. I usually don’t ever
worry about expectations because I expect the most from
myself—I probably have the highest expectations than
anybody else. I expect every play to be perfect because I
know I’ve put the work in to do it right. As long as I keep
that mentality and stay humble, I’ll be fine. 

Bruin Blue: Have the graduating seniors had an impact
on your development this year? 
Brett Hundley: The seniors on this team have done an
amazing job in bringing me along. Jet [Jonathan
Franklin] is like my big brother on the team. Darius Bell,
even though he’s not a senior, has helped me

tremendously. But I have to
thank Kevin Prince for so
much. Ever since I got here,
he has been a man of his
word. He’s helped me out with
the little things, and I’d text
him certain things when I was
trying to learn and pick up the
game. He would always help
me, and I love him for that.  

Bruin Blue: Is there a
freshman this year, redshirt or
not, that you think is going to
become a big playmaker for
this team next year?
Brett Hundley: Devin Lucien. That’s
my boy. We came here together and
we’ve been roommates. This whole
offseason, that’s who I worked with,
it was me and Devin out there
grinding. After practice we’d stay
and throw. It was things nobody saw
that we were doing to get that much
better. He is going to do major things
for this program, and he has a
bright future ahead of him. 

Bruin Blue: Everyone knows
about Brett Hundley, the redshirt
freshman, rising UCLA star
quarterback. What about Brett
Hundley the UCLA student-
athlete? Is it ever difficult to
balance school with practices,
games and interviews?
Brett Hundley: Once I got the
starting quarterback job, I better
understood time management.
Because now you have media
and other people talking to you.
There are so many people out
there trying to come into your
“circle,” so it comes down to
knowing when to keep your
head down and go do your
schoolwork. Every day is pretty
much budgeted down to the minute up until 8:30 or 9:30
pm. So it’s tough being able to manage time like that
between all the media, school, football, game film, weights.
You have to know how to manage it. 

Bruin Blue: You certainly started this season off on the right
foot with a memorable first game at Rice. Since that game
you seem to have improved over the course of the season.
Do you feel like you’ve grown as a player?
Brett Hundley: Absolutely. Coach Mazzone [offensive
coordinator] has done a terrific job coaching me and
helping me become a better quarterback. I feel like if
I can come out and fix something that I made a
mistake on the day before, then I’ve already
improved. All I try to do is get that much better day
after day. When the games come, that’s just a result of
what happened at practice Monday through Friday.
From there is where you see the results on Saturdays. 

Bruin Blue: In the few minutes of free time you do have
when you’re not playing in games, practicing, or doing
schoolwork, what do you do to relax?
Brett Hundley: To be honest, usually I’m laying on my
bed chilling [out]. Usually it’s me, Jet [Franklin] and L.B.
[Librado Barocio]. We’re all three next to each other in
the dorms so we’re always talking and hanging out.
When we have free time, we play video games like
Madden. But everyone knows I’m the Madden king
around here.

Bruin Blue: If you could accomplish one thing before you
finish your time at UCLA, what would it be and why?
Brett Hundley: I would love to go out of here with a
national championship or a Rose Bowl or a Heisman
Trophy. Something you can really remember forever.
Those kinds of things are in the record books forever, and
nobody can take that away from you. 
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