
 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Department of Intercollegiate Athletics 
J.D. Morgan Center * P.O. Box 24044 * Los Angeles, CA 90024-0044 * Phone: (310) 825-8699 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Rich Bertolucci 
Jan. 29, 2008 310-206-8141/ rbert@athletics.ucla.edu 

 

Bruins Begin Four-Match Home Stand vs. Cal Baptist, UC Irvine 

UCLA split a pair of league matches last week.  

 
The fourth-ranked UCLA men’s volleyball team 

returns to Pauley Pavilion for a four-match home stand that 
begins with a non-conference match against Cal Baptist on 
Wed., Jan. 30 at 7 p.m. 

The Bruins resume MPSF play on Fri., Feb. 1 with 
a key match against UC Irvine, the defending NCAA 
champion. First serve is scheduled for 7 p.m. in Pauley 
Pavilion. 

Darren Preston will call the live play-by-play 
action on www.uclabruins.com at both matches. 

Friday’s match is also Club/High School Night. 
Please call 310-206-3444 to register a team. 

In the series against Cal Baptist, the No.1 ranked 
team in NAIA, the Bruins have won all four matches, the 
last two in five games. 

The Lancers, 2-3 overall, lost a two-match series at 
BYU over the weekend. They also lost their opener at UC 
Irvine on Jan. 2. Their victories came against SUNY New 
Paltz and UC Santa Cruz. 

Junior Donald Baliaba leads the Lancers at 5.5 kills 
per game. Last season against the Bruins he pounded 23 kills. 

After a slow start, No.9 UC Irvine beat a pair of 
quality opponents last week in USC (3-1) and Pepperdine 
(3-1) to even their record to 5-5 overall, 3-3 in MPSF play. 

Junior Taylor Wilson leads the Anteaters at 4.5 
kpg. Last week he pounded 43 kills in two victories, and 
earned AVCA National Player of the Week honors. 

Anteaters’ Coach John Speraw (UCLA ’95) returns to Pauley Pavilion after winning UC Irvine’s first 
NCAA title in men’s volleyball last season. Speraw is 6-9 against the Bruins since 2002, and lost 3-2 to them in 
his last visit on Apr. 6. 

Last week, the Bruins split a pair of rivalry matches against USC (2-3) and Pepperdine (3-2).  
USC’s victory was its second in the last three matches against the Bruins, although UCLA has won 26 of 

the last 29 matches and owns a record of 85-32 in the all-time series. 
Against Pepperdine, the Bruins snapped several streaks with the five-game triumph. They won for the 

first time in four matches (dating to 2004) at Firestone Fieldhouse, and broke a two-match losing streak entering 
the contest. In the overall series, UCLA leads, 72-29. 
 

Bruin Notes: On Wed., Feb. 6, UCLA will retire the jersey of former All-American and two-time Player of the Year Jeff 
Nygaard. Nygaard, who wore No. 9, led the Bruins to three consecutive trips to the NCAA Championship, winning titles in 
1993 and ’95. He was inducted into the UCLA Athletics Hall of Fame in November. The Bruins will host USC at 7 p.m. and 
the match will be broadcast live on FSN/Prime. …The 31

st
 Annual Kilgour Cup is scheduled for Sat., Feb. 9 against 

Pepperdine at 7 p.m. in Pauley Pavilion. 

2008 UCLA Men’s Volleyball  

2008 Record: 6-3 

2008 MPSF Record: 4-2, 4
th

 place  

National Ranking:  4
th

, AVCA Coaches Poll  

 4
th

, Volleyball Media Poll 
 5

th
, MiddleHitter.com Poll 

Upcoming Matches: 

Wed., Jan. 30 vs. Cal Baptist, 7 p.m. Pauley 

Fri., Feb. 1 vs. UC Irvine, 7 p.m. Pauley 

Recent Results: 

Jan. 23 USC d. UCLA, 3-2  

Jan. 25 UCLA d. Pepperdine, 3-2 

2008 UCLA Men’s Volleyball Probable Starters 

#1 Tony Ker, Sr., L, Valencia, CA 

#7 Garrett Muagututia, So., OH, Oceanside, CA  

#10 Brett Perrine, So. Op, Costa Mesa,CA 

#17 D.J. Stromath, Jr., Q, Manhattan Beach, CA 

#19 Jamie Diefenbach, Jr., Q, Newport Beach, 

CA 

#23 Ryan Ratelle, Jr., OH, Huntington Beach, CA 

#15 Matt Wade, Jr., S, Redondo Beach, CA 

 OR 

#25 Kevin Ker, So., S, Valencia, CA  

website: www.uclabruins.com  
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2008 UCLA Men's Volleyball Notes 
(updated Jan. 29, 2008) 

 

Head Coach Al Scates — In his 46th season, he boasts a career coaching record of 1,160-226 (.837) 
with 19 NCAA titles, 21 overall national championships and 25 conference titles. He has won more 
matches and national championships than any Division I volleyball coach of either gender. He has 
coached 52 First-Team All-Americans, 27 Olympians and seven different Players of the Year. A six-
time national Coach of the Year, he has been inducted into the Volleyball Hall of Fame, the California 
Beach Volleyball Hall of Fame, the UCLA Athletics Hall of Fame and the AVCA Hall of Fame. He has 
guided the Bruins to 45 consecutive winning seasons, believed to be the longest streak by any coach in 
NCAA history. On May 17, 2003 he received the UCLA Alumni Assn. Award for Professional 
Achievement.  
 
#1 Tony Ker, 5-10, Sr., L, Valencia, CA (Valencia)  
• Career Highs —Digs: 27 vs. UH, 1/5/08; Kills: 2 vs. BYU, 2/26/06. 
• Set the school record for digs in a match with 27 vs. UH, 1/5/08. 
• Dug 20 balls vs. LBS, 1/18; 18 vs. Ball St., 1/3 and 16 vs. Pep, 1/25. 
• Boasts 47 career double-digit dig matches, including six this season. 
• Has passed better than 97.4% of his chances and has recorded five errorless passing matches this 

season. 
• Has 53 career errorless passing matches. 
• 975 career digs ranks second on both the UCLA rally-scoring chart and the all-time list. 
• Ranks 1

st
 in the MPSF (all matches) at 3.42 dig per game and 4

th
 in conference matches at 3.04. 

• 2007 1
st
 Team AVCA All-American. 

• 2007 1
st
 Team All-MPSF selection. 

 
#2 Sean O’Malley, 6-9, Jr., Op/OH, Oak Park, IL (Oak Park-River Forest) 
• Career Highs —Kills: 12 three times (last vs. UOP, 1/31/07); Digs: 11 vs. LUC, 3/7/06; Total 

Blocks: 6 vs. LUC, 3/7/06; Aces: 2 twice (last vs. UH, 1/12/08): Points: 15.5 vs. UH, 1/31/07. 
• Has started seven matches this season. 
• Tied his career-high of 12 kills (.455) vs. UOP, 1/12, and added 10 digs, a season-high. 
• Recorded 11 kills (.364) vs. Ball St., 1/3, and 10 vs. UCSD, 1/17. 
 
#4 Cooper O’Connor, 6-3, So., S, Long Beach (Los Alamitos) 
• Career Highs —none. 
• Played in one game vs. PSU, 1/4 and UH, 1/5, serving once in each game without an error. 
 
#6 Jeff Woodley, 6-5, So., OH, Poway (Poway) 
• Career Highs —Kills: 11 vs. UH, 1/5/08; Digs: 7 vs. UH, 1/5/08; Total Blocks: 2 twice (last vs. 

Stanford, 1/11/08); Aces: 2 vs. Stanford, 1/11/08: Points: 13.5 vs. UH, 1/5/08. 
• Has played in four matches, seven games with one start against Stanford, 1/11. 
• Came off the bench vs. UH, 1/5, and smacked a career-high of 11 kills (.625) with an ace and two 

total blocks for 13.5 points. Also recorded seven digs, another career-best. 
• Against Stanford, he served a career-high of two aces and scored nine points. 
• Was slowed by the flu during the week of Jan. 21. 
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#7 Garrett Muagututia, 6-5, So., OH, Oceanside (Francis Parker) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 22 twice (last vs. Pep, 1/24/07); Digs: 11 four times (last vs. Pep, 1/25/08); 

Total Blocks: 11 (2+9) vs. UCI, 4/6/07; Aces: 2 six times (last vs. Pep, 1/25/08); Points: 25.0 vs. 
Pep, 1/24/07. 

• Has started every match this season and played in every game. 
• Has recorded double-digit kills in eight of nine matches this season. 
• Also has at least one ace in six of the Bruins’ eight matches and leads the team with 12. 
• Also leads the team in kills (145), kills per game (4.03), points (172.5), points per game (4.79). 
• Pounded a season-high of 21 kills and scored 24 points vs. BSU, 1/3/08 in the season opener. 
• Has recorded 19 kills three times, last vs. USC, 1/23. 
• Boasts 19 career double-digit kill matches and 19 errorless passing matches. 
• Has a passing percentage of .962 this season. 
• Ranks ninth in all matches among league teams at 4.03 kpg and 10

th
 in ace average at 0.33. 

• Ranks in a tie for 10
th
 in conference matches at 0.38 aces per game. 

• In points, he ranks seventh in all matches (4.79) and ninth in conference matches (4.65). 
 
#10 Brett Perrine, 6-5, RSo., OH/Op, Costa Mesa (Newport Harbor) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 15 twice (last vs. CBU, 4/3/07); Digs: 8 twice (last vs USC. 1/23/08); Total 

Blocks: 10 vs. UOP, 2/9/07; Aces: 3 twice (last vs. UH, 1/5); Points: 20.0 vs. CBU, 4/3/07. 
• Recorded career-high of 15 kills vs. USC, 1/27, and served his first ace. 
• Has played in all nine matches, 29 games with six starts. 
• Pounded a season-high of 13 kills (.550) vs. USC, 1/23. Also matched his career-high of eight digs. 

Total of 15 points was a season-best. 
• Recorded a season-high of four blocks vs. Stanford, 1/11, and added 12 kills 14.5 points and eight 

digs. 
• Scored 12 points vs. Pep, 1/25. 
 
#12 Dylan Bowermaster, 6-6, So., OH, Huntington Beach (Mater Dei) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 7 vs. CBU, 4/3/07; Digs: 5 vs. BYU, 1/13/07; Total Blocks: 3 vs. BYU, 

1/12/07; Aces: 3 vs. BSU, 3/16/07; Points: 9.0 vs. BSU, 3/16/07. 
• Update here 
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#14 Steve Klosterman, 6-7, Sr., Op, Long Beach (Marina) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 31 vs. CSN, 2/21/07; Digs: 14 vs. CSN, 2/10/06; Total Blocks: 9 vs. USC, 

3/17/06; Aces: 3 three times (last vs. Pep., 3/24/07; Points: 35.0 vs. CSN, 2/21/07. 
• Ranks fourth (1,513) on the all-time UCLA kills list and first on the rally-scoring era kills chart. 
• Led the team in kills (472), points (553.5) and points per game (5.03). 
• 79 career aces ranks second on the UCLA rally-scoring chart. 
• In the final MPSF rankings, he was seventh in points (4.90), and seventh in kills per game (4.16). 
• In the national rankings he tied for 12

th
 in points (5.03) and placed 15

th
 in kills per game (4.29). 

• Recorded 76 career double-digit kill matches, including 27 in 2007 and 21 straight. 
• Scored 20.0 or more points 14 times in 2007. 
• Selected AVCA and MPSF Player of the Week, Feb. 26 after victories against CS Northridge and 

UCSB. 
• Set career-highs of 31 kills (.667) and 35 points vs. CSN, 2/21. Pounded 22 straight kills through 

three games before being blocked in Game 3. Also added two aces and four block assists. 
• Hammered 28 kills and served three aces in his final collegiate match, 4/21, vs. UCSB. 
• Smacked 27 kills (.431) and recorded five block assists for 29.5 points vs. LBS, 2/28. 
• Recorded 21 kills, an ace and three total blocks for 24.0 points vs. UCI, 3/9. 
• Scored 25 points vs. UCSB, 2/23, with 23 kills (.314), one ace and five block assists. 
• Scored 23.5 points vs. Stanford, 2/17, with 19 kills (.441), two aces and five block assists. 
• Scored 23.5 points vs. LBS, 4/11, with 20 kills (.378), and ace and four total blocks. 
• Scored 21 points vs. UH, 2/2 after recording 15 kills (.387), four aces and three total blocks. 
• Scored 21 points vs. UCI, 4/6, after recording 17 kills (.333) and six total blocks. 
• Scored 20.5 points vs. BSU, 3/14 after recording 19 kills (.692) and two total blocks. 
• Led the team with 19.0 points (15 k, 1 sa, 6 tb) vs. UOP, 2/9. 
 
#15  Matt Wade, 6-4, So., S, Redondo Beach (Mira Costa) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 4 twice; Digs: 12 vs. UCSB, 1/17/07; Total Blocks: 9 vs. UCI, 4/6/07; Aces: 2 

twice; Points: 7.0 vs. USC, 3/17/06; Set Assists: 68 vs. USC, 3/17/06. 
• Recorded a season-high of 63 set assists vs. Pep, 1/24. 
• Set a career-high of 12 digs vs. UCSB, 1/17, and recorded eight digs vs. UOP, 2/9. 
• Scored 4.5 points vs. BYU, 1/12. 
• Came off the bench vs. UCI, 4/6, and scored 4.5 points on nine block assists. 
• Came off the bench vs. UCSD, 4/13, and recorded 30 set assists, two aces and a block assist in two 

games. 
• Played in 26 matches and 70 games in 2007. 
• 1,392 assists ranks third on the career rally-scoring chart. 
 
#16  Kent Kraushaar, 6-5, Fr., OH, Irvine (Woodbridge) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 3 twice; Digs: 2 twice; Total Blocks: 0.5 vs. UCSB, 1/5/07; Aces: none; 

Points: 3.5 vs. UCSB, 1/5/07. 
• Played in seven matches and nine games this season. 
• Recorded a career-high of three kills (.500) vs. UCSB, 1/5, with two digs and a block assist. 
• Recorded three kills in 11 swings vs. UCI, 1/6. 
• Scored two points on two kills (.333) vs. UCSD, 3/2. 
• Brother Kris was an all-conference outside hitter for the Bruins in 2005. 
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#19 Jamie Diefenbach, 6-8, So., Q, Newport Beach (Newport Harbor) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 22 vs. Pep, 1/24/07; Total Blocks: 10 twice (last vs. LBS, 2/28/07); Digs: 2 

three times; Aces: 3 vs. LUC, 3/7/07; Points: 25.0 vs. Pep, 1/24/07. 
• Earned a roster spot as a walk-on for the men’s basketball team in the Fall before returning to 

volleyball on Dec. 27. 
• Pounded a career-high of 22 kills (.486) vs. Pep, 1/24. 
• Led the team with 17 kills (.542) vs. UH, 2/2. 
• Recorded 13 kills (.375) and seven total blocks vs. BYU, 1/13. 
• Recorded a career-high of 10 block assists vs. Stanford, 2//17. 
• Tied his career high for total blocks with two solos and eight block assists vs. LBS, 2/28. 
• Recorded nine total blocks vs. UCSB, 1/17, and added seven kills. 
• Served his first career ace vs. UOP, 2/9. Tallied 14 kills (.308), five block assists and 17.5 points. 
• Served a career-high of three aces (including two straight) vs. LUC, 3/7, and added 10 kills (.571), 

two block assists and 14.0 points. 
• Scored 18 points vs. UCSD, 4/13, with 13 kills (.450), an ace and seven total blocks. 
• Scored 12.5 points on eight kills (.438), one ace and seven block assists vs. UCSB, 2/23. 
• Scored 13.5 points in a relief role against UCI, 4/6. Spiked nine kills (.333) and recorded nine block 

assists. 
• Led the Bruins in blocking at 1.22 bpg and ranked in a tie for 13

th
 nationally. 

• Ranked seventh in the MPSF at 1.29 bpg. 
 
#21 Paul George, 6-5, Sr., OH, Chatsworth (Chatsworth) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 19 vs. LBS, 2/28/07; Digs: 19 vs. UCSD, 2/24/06; Total Blocks: 7 vs. CSN, 

1/19/07; Aces: 6 vs. UCSB, 1/17/07; Points: 23.0 vs. UCSB, 1/17/07. 
• 773 career kills ranks 5

th
 on the UCLA rally-scoring era kills chart. 

• 926.0 career points ranks 5
th
 on the UCLA rally-scoring era points chart. 

• Recorded nine career double-doubles, including three in 2007. 
• Recorded 18 double-digit kill matches as a senior. 
• Boasted 13 errorless passing matches in 2007. 
• Led the team with 32 aces (0.29). 
• Recorded a career-high of 23 points vs. UCSB, 1/17, with 16 kills, six aces and two block assists. 

Six aces was a career-high. 
• Recorded a career-high of 19 kills (.394) vs. LBS, 2/28, and scored 20.5 points. 
• Pounded 18 kills (.448) vs. CSN, 1/19, with seven block assists, a career-high. 
• Matched his carerr-high of seven blocks and added 15 kills and 15 digs vs. Pep, 1/24. 
• Recorded 15 kills (.700) and 16.0 points vs. BYU, 1/12. 
• Scored 19 points vs. UCI, 4/6, with 17 kills (.517), an ace and two block assists. Also added eight 

digs. 
• Scored 17 points with 16 kills (.353) vs. UCSB, 2/23.  
• Scored 16.5 points vs. Stanford, 2/10, with 16 kills (.667). 
• Scored 15,5 points vs. BSU, 3/14, with 13 kills (.524) and five block assists. 
• Scored 12 points vs. UCSD, 4/13, with eight kills (.467), two aces and four block assists. 
• Scored 11.5 points vs. UCSD, 3/2, with 10 kills (.533), one ace and a block assist. 
• Served four aces vs. USC, 3/31, all in Game 1, and scored 8.5 points. 
• Served three aces vs. Stanford, 2/17, with 11 kills (.300), three block assists and 15.5 points. 
• Served three aces vs. LBS, 4/11, with six kills and a block assist. 
• Earned ’07 Elephant Bar All-Tournament honors after pounding 41 kills in three matches. 
• ’07 team captain. 
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#25 Kevin Ker, 6-1, Fr., S, Valencia (Valencia) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 5 vs. UCSB, 2/23/07; Digs: 9 vs. BSU, 3/14/07; Total Blocks: 4 vs. USC, 

3/31/07; Aces: 3 twice (last vs. LUC, 3/7/07); Points: 7.0 twice (last vs. USC, 3/31); Assists: 61 vs. 
UCSB, 4/21/07 

• Played in 28 matches and started 17 times, including the last 16 matches. The Bruins hit .336 in their 
last 16 matches and .310 for the season. 

• In his last 16 matches as a starter, he recorded 18 aces (0.33), a .436 hitting percentage and 667 
assists (12.3). He has also averaged 1.2 points per game. 

• Recorded a career-high of 61 set assists with three kills and an ace vs. UCSB, 4/21. 
• Recorded 59 set assists and five kills (.714) vs. UCSB, 2/23, plus an ace and one solo block. 
• Recorded 56 set assists vs. Pep, 3/29, two kills, two aces and three total blocks for 6.0 points. 
• Recorded 52 set assists vs. LBS, 2/28, one kill, one ace and four total blocks for 4.5 points. 
• Recorded 51 set assists vs. CSN, 2/21, and added an ace and one block assist. 
• Recorded 51 set assists vs. CBU, 4/3, and added three kills, three aces and one block assist for 6.5 

points. 
• Recorded 45 set assists vs. Stanford, 2/17. Also added two kills, an ace and four block assists. 
• Recorded 45 set assists vs. LUC, 3/7. Also served three aces and added three kills (.750) and two 

block assists for a career-high of 7.0 points. 
• Recorded 44 set assists vs. UCSD, 3/2 with two kills (.333), an ace and three block assists. 
• Came off the bench vs. UOP, 2/9, and served three straight aces. Also added 22 assists, two kills 

(.667) and two total blocks for a career-high of 6.5 points. 
• Ranks in a third on the team with 24 aces (0.27 apg). 
 
#30 Mark Lovein, 6-7, Jr., Q, Yorba Linda (Esperanza) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 8 vs. UOP, 1/5/07; Digs: 2 vs. UOP, 1/5/07; Total Blocks: 2 vs. UOP, 1/5/07; 

Aces: none; Points: 9.5 vs. UOP, 1/5/07. 
• Played in his first career match in the opener vs. UOP, 1/5, and recorded eight kills (.727) without an 

error. 
• Has played six matches and nine games. 
• Fourth-year redshirt junior who spent three seasons behind the Blue Curtain. 
 
#33 Eric Chaghouri, 6-1, Jr., L, Santa Monica (Loyola) 
• Career Highs—Digs: 13 vs. LUC, 3/7; Aces: one three times (last vs. UH, 1/31/07). 
• Started vs. CSN, 1/19, and recorded four digs. 
• Served an ace vs. UH, 1/31 nd vs. UCSD, 4/13. 
• Came off the bench vs. UCI, 4/6, and recorded three digs. Successfully passed 22 of 23 reception 

attempts. 
• Passed nearly 97% of his chances in 2007. 
• Played in 15 matches and 30 games in 2007. 
• Named to the 2006 MPSF All-Academic Team. 
• 11-time member of the Director’s Honor Roll. 
• Boasts at 3.87 cumulative grade point average as a Biology major. 
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#51 Shaun Nichols, 6-8, RFr., Q, Fair Oaks (Granite Bay) 
• Career Highs—Kills: 13 vs. USC, 3/31/07; Digs: 1 vs. UOP, 1/5/07; Total Blocks: 6 vs. USC, 

3/31/07; Aces: 3 vs. UCSB, 1/17/07; Points: 16.0 vs. USC, 3/31/07. 
• Made his first career start vs. USC, 3/31, and scored a career-high of 16.0 points. Also set career best 

in kills (13) and total blocks (6). 
• Recorded 14 points on eight kills, three aces and five total blocks vs. UCSB, 1/17. 
• Recorded 11 kills (11-0-17, .647) and 12 points vs. BYU, 1/13/07. 
• Recorded six kills and 6.5 points in his second start vs. CBU, 4/3. 
• Played in his first career match in the opener vs. UOP, 1/5, and recorded four kills (.800) without an 

error. Also added an ace and two block assists for six points. 
• Recorded three kills (.600) and two block assists for 4.0 points in one game vs. Pep, 3/29. 
• Played in 18 matches and 37 games in 2007. 
 
   


