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Location J.D. Morgan Center
 325 Westwood Plaza
 Los Angeles, CA 90095
Athletics Phone (310) 825-8699
Chancellor Gene Block
Director of Athletics Dan Guerrero
Assoc. Athletic Director Ken Weiner
Faculty Athletic Rep. Donald Morrison
Home Pools Sunset Canyon Recreation Center
 Rose Bowl Aquatic Center 
Enrollment 37,500
Founded 1919
Colors Blue and Gold
Nickname Bruins
Conference Mountain Pacific Sports Federation
Conference Water Polo Contact Al Beaird
Conference Phone (925) 296-0723
Conference Fax (925) 296-0724

Credits
The 2008 UCLA men’s water polo media guide and cover was written, 
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for their photos in the UCLA Experience.

on the Cover
From left to right, the cover features junior Scott Davidson, junior 
Chay Lapin and senior Krsto Sbutega.

Purchase
Copies of the men’s water polo media guide can be purchased in 
person at UCLA’s Sports Information Office for $6.00. By mail, make 
checks payable for $8.00 to UC Regents and mail to UCLA Sports 
Information, Men’s Water Polo Guide, PO Box 24044, Los Angeles, 
CA 90024-0044.

National Affiliation NCAA Division I
Head Coach Adam Krikorian (UCLA ‘97)
Record at UCLA 176-54 (Nine years)
Coach’s Phone (310) 206-6455
2007 Record 21-7
2007 MPSF Record (Finish) 5-3 (t-3rd)
2007 MPSF Tournament 5th
Letterwinners Returning/Lost 13/7
NCAA Titles (8) ’69, ’71, ’72, ’95, ’96, ’99, ’00, ’04
Sports Information Director Marc Dellins
Men’s Water Polo Contact Alex Timiraos
Timiraos’ Phone (310) 206-4008
Sports Information Fax (310) 825-8664
Timiraos’ E-mail  atimiraos@athletics.ucla.edu
Central Ticket Office 310-UCLA-WIN
24-Hour Results Hotline (FanPhone) 310-825-8575
Web Site www.uclabruins.com
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Entering its 44th year as the home of Bruin water polo, this parklike facility 
offers year-round recreation for UCLA faculty, staff and students. The center 
features a 50-meter pool with diving facilities, a 25-yard family pool, picnic and 
barbecue areas and large grass areas for sunning, frisbee and volleyball. In 
addition, there are six lighted regulation tennis courts. Also available are an 
outdoor amphitheater, various meeting rooms and lounges, adjacent parking 
and access for people with disabilities. 

The Sunset Canyon Recreation Center is the home of both the UCLA men’s and 
women’s water polo teams and functions as the primary facility for the UCLA 
diving team. An ideal setting for collegiate water polo, Sunset Canyon is located 
off the northwest side of DeNeve Drive, just east of the residence halls. In 1999, 
the Jim Toring Memorial Scoreboard was added to the facility in tribute to the 
former two-time All-American who tragically passed away in 1998 following an 
accident that occurred in Paris during a trip with the U.S. National Team.

Directions: The Sunset Canyon Recreation Center is located on the UCLA campus 
on De Neve Drive, between Charles E. Young Drive North and Bellagio.  From 
the Westwood Plaza parking kiosk, proceed along Charles E. Young Drive North. 
Turn right onto De Neve, and the Recreation Center parking lot will be on your 
left before you reach the softball field at the corner of Bellagio.
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SUNSET CANYON RECREATION CENTER

ROSE BOWL AQUATICS CENTER
Located in Pasadena, just south of the historic Rose Bowl (home 
of UCLA football), the Rose Bowl Aquatics Center hosts at least 
two Bruin water polo contests each fall. Water polo games played 
at the Rose Bowl Aquatics Center are traditionally scheduled 
several hours prior to the start of a UCLA home football game, 
allowing fans to enjoy both Bruin events.

This season, UCLA hosts two games at the Rose Bowl Aquatics 
Center. The Bruins host Long Beach State in an MPSF match 
on Saturday, Oct. 4, prior to a home football game against 
Washington State. Two weeks later, UCLA takes on MPSF rival 
Stanford on Saturday, Oct. 18, prior to that afternoon’s 1 p.m. 
football game between both Pac-10 programs at the Rose Bowl.

Directions: The Rose Bowl Aquatics Center is located near the 
football stadium in Pasadena. From the San Diego Freeway (405) 
travel north to the Ventura Fwy (101). Take the Ventura (101) east 
to the junction of the Hollywood (101) and Ventura (134) Freeways, 
approx. five miles. Take the Ventura Fwy east past the Golden State 
Fwy (5) into Pasadena, approx. 15 miles. Exit at Linda Vista. Turn 
right on Linda Vista to Seco, veer right on Seco to Arroyo Blvd, turn 
right on Arroyo. The RBAC is at the end of the street on the left.  
Address: 360 N. Arroyo Boulevard, Pasadena, CA  91103
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The UCLA Athletic Department began construction of the Spieker Aquatic Center 
in July 2008. The new aquatic center will include a 52-meter by 25-yard all-deep 
water pool with a dividing bulkhead, allowing races to take place at varying distances 
(meters, versus yards). The aquatic center will feature three, five and 10-meter 
platforms on a diving tower as well as one and three-meter spring boards. 

The Spieker Aquatic Center, to be located at the Sunset Canyon Recreation 
Center, will include a locker room for both men’s and women’s teams in addition 
to permanent seating for 600 spectators. The east side of the venue will feature 
a “Champions Wall” which will include the accomplishment of UCLA’s past and 
present aquatic teams in addition to a LED scoreboard. 

“I am so pleased that we are able to begin this project that has been in the works 
for years,” UCLA Athletic Director Dan Guerrero said. “Working with our partners 
in the Recreation Department to provide more aquatic opportunities for our teams, 
clubs, faculty, staff and students is going to be a win-win situation for everyone.”

Thanks to the generous lead gift of former student-athlete Tod Spieker and his 
wife Catherine, the aquatic center dream will become reality. Spieker, a 1971 
UCLA graduate, swam for the Bruins from 1968-71 and was an All-American 
in 1969.

The Spieker Aquatic Center will offer the opportunity to host not only UCLA athletic 
events, but also Master’s swimming events, individual club swim meets and U.S. 
Water Polo events, along with regional, national and international competition. The 
state-of-the-art facility will bring together all three of UCLA’s intercollegiate aquatic 
sports - water polo, swimming and diving - in one venue. 

“I know I speak for my fellow coaches and my student-athletes when I say that we 
are truly excited about the prospect of having a first-class venue to showcase our 
teams,” head men’s and women’s water polo coach Adam Krikorian said. “I have 
looked forward to this since I was playing polo here at UCLA, and I thank everyone 
who had a hand in making this a reality.”

SPIEKER AQUATIC CENTER

The $10-million project includes a clubhouse that will contain locker rooms, coaches’ 
offices and meeting rooms which currently do not exist for intercollegiate athletics. 
The Spieker Aquatic Center will be a lighted facility and will hold 800 spectators 
in the permanent grandstand. For large-scale events, UCLA will have the ability to 
seat an additional 1,700 spectators in temporary seating.

UCLA’s new aquatic facility is being made possible by the generous lead gift of 
former student-athlete Tod Spieker and his wife Catherine. Spieker, a 1971 UCLA 
graduate, swam for the Bruins from 1968-71 and earned All-America honors in 
1969. Presently, he and his family reside in Atherton, Calif. A substantial secondary 
gift was also received for the construction and naming of the pool by the Joseph 
Gould Foundation.
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2008 SEASON OUTLOOK

Motivated UCLA squad to Compete for nCAA Title
Veteran Perimeter Players Look to Lead Bruins in 2008

senior
Russell simpkins

senior
ChRis Allen

senior
kRsto sbutegA

sophomore
ben hohl

sophomore
ClAy JoRth

“Not one of those guys has gotten significant playing time,” Krikorian said. “Between all four 
of them, we are hoping we can be just as effective as when Marco and Justin shared duties. 
They all have worked extremely hard in the offseason and there is no question we are very 
happy with their progress.”

The Bruins’ last line of defense may also prove to be the team’s defensive backbone – 
junior goalkeeper Chay Lapin. The Long Beach, Calif., resident earned honorable mention 
All-America accolades in 2006 and second-team All-America honors in 2007 and carries 
a 6.05 goals against average in 36 career games. Lapin had the opportunity to train with 
the U.S. National Team in the spring and summer of 2008, as Team USA prepared for the 
Olympic Games in Beijing.

“Chay had an incredible offseason playing with the U.S. National Team,” Krikorian said. 
“Those experiences helped his confidence and really forced him to be more consistent on 
a daily basis. Chay has become an elite athlete. His development over the last eight months 
has been really fun to watch.”

Other players expected to compete for playing time in the cage include junior Alex 
Lawrence and redshirt freshman Alex Mesesan. Lawrence appeared in two games as 
a sophomore last fall.

The Bruins will also look for contributions from their six redshirt freshmen – Mesesan, Hays, 
Preciado, Cullen Hennessy, Tyler smith and nick Zakula. Hennessy, who arrived at 

UCLA one year ago from Sir Francis Drake High School, has impressed his 
teammates and coaches with his speed and tenacity.

“Cullen is an experienced player who has no fear. His work ethic 
is unmatched and his toughness is superb,” Krikorian said. “He’s 
probably the fastest player on our team.”

UCLA welcomes Clint Jorth, the younger brother of sophomore 
Clay Jorth, to the 2008 squad. Clay had a strong freshman 
season in 2007, scoring 18 goals on 39 attempts and adding six 
assists. Clint, a true freshman who played with Clay at Newport 
Harbor High School as recently as 2005, will compete for playing 

time this spring.

“It’s going to be great to see Clinton and Clay play together,” Krikorian 
said. “They have an incredible bond, beyond just being brothers, and you can 

really see that when they play together. They feed off each other and know each other very 
well. Because of that, I think it will help our team and translate to success in the pool.”

Another difficult regular-season schedule awaits UCLA, who opens its 2008 campaign on 
the road with a non-conference match at UC Irvine (Sept. 13). The Bruins will play in both 
the NorCal and SoCal Tournaments in the first month of the season before entering the 
bulk of their MPSF slate. UCLA plays five of eight conference contests on the road, including 
games at California (Oct. 25), Pacific (Oct. 26), USC (Nov. 1), UC Santa Barbara (Nov. 15) 
and Pepperdine (Nov. 22)

The Bruins host four matches at Sunset Canyon Recreation Center, in what will be the 
team’s final season using that home facility (Spieker Aquatic Center slated for completion 
in summer 2009). UCLA also hosts Long Beach State (Oct. 4) and Stanford (Oct. 18) in 
MPSF contests at the Rose Bowl Aquatic Center.

“Looking at our schedule, this team will have to be tough,” Krikorian said. “We play somewhat 
of an unbalanced schedule, with five conference road games and three conference home 
games. Our road games will be tremendous challenges. This team will have to be very 
strong, both physically and mentally, to be successful on the road.”

Backed by the return of an experienced group of perimeter players and veteran All-America 
goalkeeper Chay Lapin, the UCLA men’s water polo team expects to compete for the 
program’s ninth NCAA championship and its first since 2004. Led by 10th-year head 
coach Adam krikorian, UCLA welcomes back 13 letterwinners and its top two scorers 
from 2007.

The Bruins find themselves in a position where most of the team’s key players are 
upperclassmen, bringing leadership, confidence and experience to the pool. 
UCLA enters its 2008 campaign ranked fourth, nationally, behind national 
championship competitors California, USC and Stanford, respectively.

Just three members of UCLA’s 2004 NCAA championship squad remain in 
the program – seniors Chris Allen, krsto sbutega and russell simpkins, all 
of whom redshirted in the fall of 2004. A common desire 
to win the program’s first NCAA title in four years has 
motivated the team throughout the offseason.

“This team is hungry, seeing as how we have 
come up a little bit short the last couple of years,” 
Krikorian said. “Every time you come up short, it only 
adds to that hunger. I think that this team is going 
to be very motivated to do well.”

Two reasons for optimism lie in the 
return of UCLA’s top two scorers from 
2007 – junior scott Davidson and 
Sbutega. Davidson registered a team-
best 49 goals as a sophomore one 
year ago, and Sbutega followed with 
35 goals. Both individuals will be looked 
upon as offensive weapons and team 
leaders.

“Krsto is an excellent perimeter 
player, both as a passer and 
shooter,” Krikorian said. “He will 
have to take on the leadership. He’s 
certainly one of our most talented and intelligent players.

“Scott is coming off an incredible sophomore year,” Krikorian continued. “Even as our 
team’s leading scorer, I think he was a very underrated player. He’s a guy who was not 
highly-touted out of high school, but he has committed himself to becoming one of the 
country’s best attackers.”

Juniors scott swanson and Tyler Jemmett both played major roles in 2007, scoring 18 
and 20 goals, respectively. One of the team’s fastest swimmers, Swanson has played in 
47 matches the past two seasons. Jemmett has seen action in 35 contests in two years, 
scoring clutch goals in key games last fall – including two versus Stanford, one against 
California and one versus USC.

“Scott will be a huge threat for us on counter-attacks,” Krikorian said. “His anticipation, 
awareness, speed and quickness will make him very effective in those situations. Tyler is a 
great outside shooter who is a tremendous asset, particularly in 6-on-5 opportunities.” 

Sophomore Ben hohl proved to be one of the program’s most productive additions in 
2007, playing in all 28 matches (27 starts) as a true freshman. The left-handed utility 
player from Atherton, Calif., scored 27 goals, the fifth-highest total on the squad. Hohl looks 
to become a prominent player in UCLA’s gameplan this fall.

“Ben was certainly one of the best freshmen in the country last 
season,” Krikorian said. “Having one year under his belt will help 
him this year. When you’ve got guys like Krsto Sbutega and 
Scott Davidson who can create space to get open, it’s great 
to have a left-hander like Ben on the right side of the pool 
setting things up and delivering the ball to people.”

Defensively, UCLA will rely on Allen and Simpkins, two fifth-year 
seniors who were a part of the Bruins’ last NCAA title in 2004. 
Both defenders played in all 28 matches one year ago, as Allen 
worked his way into the starting lineup (26 starts).

“Chris is one of the toughest guys in the country,” Krikorian said. 
“He’s a very unselfish player and will execute his role perfectly. 
Russell is a guy who is a great representative of the passion 
and intensity that this team needs on a consistent basis. In that 
sense, he’s become an incredible leader for this team. Both 
players have been here for four years and that experience will 
help them lead our defense.”

UCLA must replace the void left at the center position by Marco 
Santos and Justin Johnson, two seniors in 2007 who were the team’s 
third and fourth-most prolific scorers. Rather than relying on one player 
at two meters, the Bruins may move to a four-man rotation, featuring junior 
Cole Consani, sophomore Jacob Murphy and redshirt freshmen Brett hays 
and Matt Preciado. The Bruins’ relative inexperience at the center position proves 
to be the team’s largest question mark.
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2008 ALPhABeTiCAL rosTer
 no. name Pos. yr. ht. Wt.
 4 Allen, Chris Def. Sr.* 6-3 180
 5 Consani, Cole Def. Jr.* 6-4 215
 8 Davidson, Scott Att. Jr.* 6-1 195
 23 Hays, Brett Ctr. Fr.* 6-3 205
 2 Hennessy, Cullen Att. Fr.* 6-1 190
 3 Hohl, Ben Utl. So. 6-5 205
 6 Jemmett, Tyler Att. Jr.* 6-2 200
 14 Jorth, Clay Att. So.* 6-0 215
 15 Jorth, Clinton Att. Fr. 6-0 180
 13 Kuga, Kevin Att. Jr.^ 6-1 175
 1 Lapin, Chay GK Jr.* 6-5 205
 1 Lawrence, Alex GK Jr. 6-0 170
 1 Mesesan, Andrew GK Fr.* 6-4 200
 9 Murphy, Jacob Utl. So.* 6-3 200
  Olson, Michael Utl. Fr.^ 6-1 170
 12 Preciado, Matt Ctr. Fr.* 6-4 225
  Rapacz, Matt GK Fr.^ 6-5 205
  Roney, Jack Ctr. Fr.^ 6-3 205
 11 Sbutega, Krsto Att. Sr.* 6-1 180
 10 Simpkins, Russell Def. Sr.* 6-0 195
 22 Smith, Tyler Utl. Fr.* 6-6 220
  Steinmeier, Tim Att. Fr.^ 6-3 190
 7 Swanson, Scott Att. Jr.* 6-1 185
  Wilkins, John Def. Fr.^ 6-2 195
 19 Zakula, Nick Def. Fr.* 6-6 210

PronUnCiATion gUiDe
Ben Hohl - HOLE
Tyler Jemmett - JEM-it
Chay Lapin - Shay Luh-PEEN
Kevin Kuga - KOO-guh
Matt Rapacz - Ruh-PAHZ
Krsto Sbutega - KER-stow sboo-TAY-guh
Tim Steinmeier - STYNE-my-er
Nick Zakula - Zuh-KOO-luh

guide to Water Polo Positions
GK - goalkeeper, ATT - attacker/driver, CTR - center
DEF - defender, UTL - utility

Attacker: Similar to the guard and forward positions in basketball. Look for these players to shoot 
often and create offensive chances for their teammates, as well as disrupt the opponents’ offensive 
play. Also known as a driver.

Center Offense/Defense: Similar to the post position in basketball. These players station themselves 
in front of goal and engage in constant physical battles for position. Defenders are similar to football 
safeties by preventing opponent breakaways on counterattack.

 no. name Pos. yr. ht. Wt. hometown (high school)
 1 Chay Lapin GK Jr.* 6-5 205 Long Beach, Calif. (Wilson)
 1 Alex Lawrence GK Jr. 6-0 170 Tustin, Calif. (Foothill)
 1 Andrew Mesesan GK Fr.* 6-4 200 Santa Ana, Calif. (Servite)
 2 Cullen Hennessy Att. Fr.* 6-1 190 Fairfax, Calif. (Sir Francis Drake)
 3 Ben Hohl Utl. So. 6-5 205 Atherton, Calif. (Menlo School)
 4 Chris Allen Def. Sr.* 6-3 180 Lake Forest, Calif. (El Toro)
 5 Cole Consani Ctr. Jr.* 6-4 215 Manhattan Beach, Calif. (Mira Costa)
 6 Tyler Jemmett Att. Jr.* 6-2 200 San Diego, Calif. (Bishop’s School)
  7 Scott Swanson Att. Jr.* 6-1 185 Long Beach, Calif. (Wilson)
 8 Scott Davidson Att. Jr.* 6-1 195 Seal Beach, Calif. (Los Alamitos)
 9 Jacob Murphy Utl. So.* 6-3 200 Corona Del Mar, Calif. (Corona Del Mar)
 10 Russell Simpkins Def. Sr.* 6-0 195 Santa Cruz, Calif. (Soquel)
 11 Krsto Sbutega Att. Sr.* 6-1 180 Kotor, Montenegro (L.S.S. Reghi [Rome, Italy])
 12 Matt Preciado Ctr. Fr.* 6-4 225 Murrieta City, Calif. (Murrieta Valley)
 13 Kevin Kuga Att. Jr.^ 6-1 175 Goleta, Calif. (Dos Pueblos) 
 14 Clay Jorth Att. So.* 6-0 215 Costa Mesa, Calif. (Newport Harbor)
 15 Clinton Jorth Att. Fr. 6-0 180 Costa Mesa, Calif. (Newport Harbor)
 19 Nick Zakula Def. Fr.* 6-6 210 San Mateo, Calif. (Junipero Serra) 
 22 Tyler Smith Utl. Fr.* 6-6 220 Los Altos, Calif. (Los Altos)
 23 Brett Hays Ctr. Fr.* 6-3 200 Fontana, Calif. (Bonita)
  Michael Olson Utl. Fr.^ 6-1 170 Los Altos Hills, Calif. (St. Francis)
  Matt Rapacz GK Fr.^ 6-5 205 Orange, Calif. (Villa Park)
  Jack Roney Ctr. Fr.^ 6-3 205 Honolulu, Hawaii (Punahou)
  Tim Steinmeier Att. Fr.^ 6-3 190 Honolulu, Hawaii (Punahou)
  John Wilkins Def. Fr.^ 6-2 195 Palos Verdes Estates, Calif. (Palos Verdes)

CoAChing sTAff
Head Coach: Adam Krikorian (10th season)
Assistant Coaches: Matt Flesher (4th season)
   Brandon Brooks (4th season)
   Adam Wright (1st season)

*indicates player has utilized redshirt year
^indicates probable redshirt
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