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Credits:  The 2011 UCLA men’s water polo media guide 
was written, edited and designed by Alex Timiraos, Sports 
Information Assistant. Photography by ASUCLA Campus 
Studio (Don Liebig), Allen Lorentzen, Jeff Sipsey and Brock 
Scott Photography. Special thanks to ASUCLA Photography, 
Berliner Studios, Andrew Bernstein, Ruth Chambers, the Los 
Angeles Visitors and Convention Bureau and Scott Quintard 
for their photos in the UCLA Experience.

Cover:  The cover of the media guide features UCLA’s three 
seniors and the Bruins’ second-year facility, the Spieker 
Aquatics Center. Cover photos by Don Liebig.

Day Date opponent site Time
Sat. Sept. 3 UCLA Invitational Spieker Aquatics Center All Day
Sat. Sept. 17 at NorCal Tournament1 Stockton, Calif. All Day
Sat. Sept. 18 at NorCal Tournament1 Stockton, Calif. All Day
Fri. Sept. 23 Pepperdine Spieker Aquatics Center 7 p.m.
Sat. Sept. 24 at Loyola Marymount Los Angeles, Calif. 2 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 1 at SoCal Tournament2 Long Beach, Calif. All Day
Sun. Oct. 2 at SoCal Tournament2 Long Beach, Calif. All Day
Fri. Oct. 7 California* Spieker Aquatics Center 7 p.m.
Sun. Oct. 9 at UC Irvine* Irvine, Calif. 12 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 15 at Stanford* Stanford, Calif. TBD
Sun. Oct. 16 at Santa Clara Santa Clara, Calif. 12 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 22 Whittier Pomona, Calif. 1 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 22 at Pomona-Pitzer Pomona, Calif. 3:30 p.m.
Fri. Nov. 4 Pacific* Spieker Aquatics Center 7 p.m.
Sun. Nov. 6 at UC San Diego La Jolla, Calif. 12 p.m.
Thu. Nov. 10 at Long Beach State* Long Beach, Calif. 7 p.m.
Sat. Nov. 12 at Pepperdine* Malibu, Calif. 12 p.m.
Fri. Nov. 18 USC* Spieker Aquatics Center 7 p.m.
Sat. Nov. 19 UC Santa Barbara* Spieker Aquatics Center 2 p.m.
Fri-Sun. Nov. 25-27 MPSF Tournament3 Spieker Aquatics Center All Day
Sat.-Sun. Dec. 3-4 NCAA Tournament4 Berkeley, Calif. All Day

 *all game times are Pacific
 1 NorCal Tournament (hosted by Pacific)
 2 SoCal Tournament (hosted by Long Beach State)
 3 MPSF Tournament (hosted by UCLA)
 4 NCAA Tournament (hosted by California)

2011 MEN’S watEr polo SchEdulE

taBlE oF coNtENtS

Location J.D. Morgan Center
 325 Westwood Plaza
 Los Angeles, CA 90095
Athletics Phone (310) 825-8699
Chancellor Gene Block
Director of Athletics Dan Guerrero
Assoc. Athletic Director Ken Weiner
Faculty Athletic Rep. Donald Morrison
Home Pool Spieker AquatIcs Center
Enrollment 37,500
Founded 1919
Colors Blue and Gold
Nickname Bruins
Conference Mountain Pacific Sports Federation
Conference Water Polo Contact Al Beaird
Conference Phone (925) 296-0723
Conference Fax (925) 296-0724

National Affiliation NCAA Division I
Head Coach Adam Wright (UCLA ‘01)
Record at UCLA 42-13 (2 years)
Coach’s Phone (310) 267-4912
2010 Record 19-6
2010 MPSF Record (Finish) 6-2 (t-2nd)
2010 MPSF Tournament 4th
Letterwinners Returning/Lost 15/12
NCAA Titles (8) ’69, ’71, ’72, ’95, ’96, ’99, ’00, ’04
NCAA Tournament Appearances 27
Men’s Water Polo SID Alex Timiraos
Timiraos’ Phone (310) 206-0524
Sports Information Fax (310) 825-8664
Timiraos’ E-mail atimiraos@athletics.ucla.edu
Interim Sports Information Director Steve Rourke
Web Site www.uclabruins.com

quick FactS

aimone Barabino

taBlE oF coNtENtS

Matt rapacz Josh Samuels

The UCLA men’s water polo program has won eight nCAA 
Championships:  ’69, ’71, ’72, ’95, ’96, ’99, ’00, ’04
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SpiEkEr aquaticS cENtEr

The UCLA men’s water polo team begins its third season 
playing at Spieker Aquatics Center in the fall of 2011. 
Over the past two seasons, UCLA has logged a 17-3 
record at its new, state-of-the-art home facility. 

Spieker Aquatics Center opened in September 2009, in 
time for the start of the men’s water polo season that 
fall. PCL Construction broke ground on the facility in July 
2008. The athletics department officially opened Spieker 
Aquatics Center on Sept. 26, 2009, as the men’s water 
polo team defeated UC Irvine, 10-4, after a dedication 
ceremony that evening.

In 2011, UCLA is slated to play at least six regular-
season matches in addition to hosting the MPSF 
Tournament at Spieker Aquatics Center. Last fall, UCLA 
hosted the two-day, 16-team SoCal Tournament, using 
Dirks Pool at Spieker Aquatics Center and the pool at 
Sunset Canyon Recreation Center.

The Bruins’ women’s water polo program hosted the 
MPSF Tournament in May 2009, taking advantage of 
the home setting to win the title at the three-day event.

Entering its third full season as UCLA’s home pool, Spieker 
Aquatics Center features a 52-meter by 25-yard all-deep 
water pool with a dividing bulkhead, allowing races to 
take place at varying distances (meters, versus yards). 

The pool also has four platforms on a diving tower, at 
heights of three, five seven and one half, and 10-meter 
platforms, as well as one and three-meter springboards. 
In addition, the aquatics center features a warming pool 
for divers directly behind the tower.

Adjacent to Sunset Canyon Recreation Center on the 
northwest portion of campus, the Spieker Aquatics 
Center was made possible thanks to a generous lead 
gift from former student-athlete Tod Spieker and his wife, 
Catherine. Tod, a 1971 UCLA graduate and All-American, 
swam for the Bruins from 1968-71 and still competes 
successfully in Master’s Swimming.

The main pool, Dirks Pool, is named after Carolyn Dirks, 
who provided the lead gift for the swimming pool. Dirks 
Pool has also been used for special use events and 
Masters Swim meets. The signature feature of the Spieker 
Aquatics Center is the diving tower, which sits at the west 
end of the pool. The east end of the pool houses the new 
scoreboard, an LED, state-of-the-art piece of electronics, 
making scores, statistics and messages easily visible to 
all in attendance.

Next to the scoreboard is the “Wall of Champions”, 
showcasing all of UCLA’s water polo, swimming and diving 
national championship teams, and individual student-
athletes’ achievements, record-holders and Olympians.

Separate men’s and women’s locker rooms house enough 
lockers for all team members, with shower space and 
bathroom stalls and sinks for each team. Equipment 
needed for meets and matches have storage capacity 
on the facility’s south side.

When walking through the public entryway to the center, 
visitors first notice the Donor Wall. All donors who 
generously made gifts to the Spieker Aquatics Center 
are recognized on this wall. Additionally, over 50 former 
UCLA water polo players, swimmers and divers made 
gifts to “name” a locker. Those names will forever be part 
of the locker rooms in the new facility.

The state-of-the-art facility brings together all three 
of UCLA’s intercollegiate aquatic sports – water polo, 
swimming and diving – to one venue. The aquatics 
center features event lighting and permanent seating 
with the possibility of additional temporary seating for 
larger events.

SpiEkEr aquaticS cENtEr
entering its third season as UCLA’s home . . . 
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radio/tV roStEr

Andrew Mesesan
RS Sr. – 6-5, 205

Santa Ana, CA (Servite)

James hartshorne
So. – 6-1, 170

Irvine, Calif. (Northwood)

1
Matt rapacz

RS Jr. – 6-5, 200
Orange, CA (Villa Park)

stephen White
RS Fr. – 6-6, 205

San Diego, CA (Cathedral Catholic)

1 1 1
Cullen hennessy
RS Sr. – 6-2, 195

Fairfax, Calif. (Sir Francis Drake)

2

Paul reynolds
Fr. – 6-1, 170

Santa Ana, Calif. (Foothill)

4
griffin White
Jr. – 6-3, 210

Mission Viejo, Calif. (El Toro)

5
Christopher Meinhold

RS Fr. – 6-0, 190
San Clemente, Calif. (JSerra)

6
Cristiano Mirarchi

So. – 6-1, 190
Rome, Italy (Evangelista Torricelli)

7
David Culpan

RS Fr. – 6-1, 190
Hillsborough, Calif. (Sacred Heart Prep)

8
Aimone Barabino

So. – 6-2, 210
Recco, Italy (La Scuola d’Italia [NY])

9

Bret Lathrope
Jr. – 6-4, 180

Moraga, Calif. (Miramonte)

3

Alex Wherry
RS Fr. – 6-0, 180

Tustin, Calif. (Mater Dei)

10
Chris fahlsing
RS Fr. – 6-0, 180

San Diego, Calif. (Cathedral Catholic)

11
Brett hays

RS Sr. – 6-2, 215
Fontana, Calif. (Bonita)

12
Luka Bokavsek

Jr. – 6-2, 220
Split, Croatia (West Valley JC)

13
Zach Wherry

RS So. – 6-1, 200
Tustin, Calif. (Mater Dei)

14
Brendan Zwaneveld

RS Fr. – 6-2, 195
La Cañada, Calif. (Harvard-Westlake)

15

JD Marcin
RS So. – 6-4, 190

Huntington Beach, Calif. (Servite)

16
Alex Johnson
RS Fr. – 6-1, 210

Coronado, Calif. (Coronado)

17
Paul Pickell

RS So. – 6-1, 190
Santa Ana, Calif. (Foothill)

18
Lucas reynolds
RS So. – 6-5, 215

Newport Beach, Calif. (Corona del Mar)

20
Jed springer

RS Fr. – 6-9, 240
Menlo, Calif. (Menlo-Atherton)

21
Chris Wendt

RS So. – 6-3, 200
River Forest, Ill. (Fenwick)

22

Josh samuels
Jr. – 6-4, 205

Villa Park, Calif. (Villa Park)

23
Mario Cardenas

Fr. – 6-1, 160
Boca Raton, Fla. (St. Andrew’s)

Brandon D’sa
Fr. – 5-10, 160

Seal Beach, Calif. (Wilson)

Alex fortis
Fr. – 6-2, 180

Manhattan Beach Calif. (Loyola)

Chris robertson
Fr. – 5-10, 165

Newport Beach, Calif. (Corona del Mar)

Brian robinson
Fr. – 6-3, 165

Palos Verdes, Calif. (Palos Verdes)

Philip rosenbaum
Fr. – 5-9, 165

Santa Ana, Calif. (Foothill)

Maxwell Vilim-Brozyna
Fr. – 6-4, 220

Santa Monica, Calif. (Santa Monica)

Adam Wright
Head Coach (3rd year)

Alma Mater – UCLA ’01

Daniel Leyson
Assistant Coach (1st year)

Alma Mater – USC ’92

steve gill
Volunteer Assistant Coach (2nd year)

Alma Mater – UC Irvine ’93

Daniel Lenhart
RS Fr. – 6-3, 180

Yorba Linda, Calif. (Esperanza)

24



�

2011 roStEr

PronUnCiATion gUiDe
Aimone Barabino – ai-MOHN-uh bar-uh-BEE-noh
Luka Bokavsek – LOO-kuh boh-KAHV-shek
Mario Cardenas – car-DEH-nas
David Culpan – KULL-pen
Brandon D’Sa – deh-SAW
Bret Lathrope – LAY-thrup
Cristiano Mirarchi – Kris-TEE-ahn-oh mee-RAHR-key
Paul Pickell – pic-KELL
Matt Rapacz – ruh-PAHZ
Maxwell Vilim-Brozyna - VILL-em BRAHZ-nah
Brendan Zwaneveld – ZWAN-eh-veld

alphaBEtical
 no. name
 9 Aimone Barbarino

 13 Luka Bokavsek

  Mario Cardenas

 8 David Culpan

  Brandon D’Sa

 11 Chris Fahlsing

  Alex Fortis

 1 James Hartshorne

 12 Brett Hays

 2 Cullen Hennessy

 17 Alex Johnson

 3 Bret Lathrope

 24 Daniel Lenhart

 16 JD Marcin

 6 Christopher Meinhold

 1 Andrew Mesesan

 7 Cristiano Mirarchi

 18 Paul Pickell

 1 Matt Rapacz

 20 Lucas Reynolds

 4 Paul Reynolds

  Chris Robertson

  Brian Robinson

  Philip Rosenbaum

 23 Josh Samuels

 21 Jed Springer

  Maxwell Vilim-Brozyna

 22 Chris Wendt

 10 Alex Wherry

 14 Zach Wherry

 5 Griffin White

 1 Stephen White

 15 Brendan Zwaneveld

NuMErical roStEr
 no. name Pos. yr. ht. Wt. hometown (Previous school)
 1 James Hartshorne GK So. 6-1 170 Irvine, Calif. (Northwood)

 1 Andrew Mesesan GK Sr.* 6-5 205 Santa Ana, Calif. (Servite)

 1 Matt Rapacz GK Jr.* 6-5 210 Orange, Calif. (Villa Park)

 1 Stephen White GK Fr.* 6-6 215 San Diego, Calif. (Cathedral Catholic)

 2 Cullen Hennessy Att. Sr.* 6-2 195 Fairfax, Calif. (Sir Francis Drake)

 3 Bret Lathrope Att. Jr. 6-4 180 Moraga, Calif. (Miramonte)

 4 Paul Reynolds Att. Fr. 6-1 170 Santa Ana, Calif. (Foothill)

 5 Griffin White Att. Jr. 6-3 210 Mission Viejo, Calif. (El Toro)

 6 Christopher Meinhold Att. Fr.* 6-0 190 San Clemente, Calif. (JSerra)

 7 Cristiano Mirarchi Utl. So. 6-1 190 Rome, Italy (Evangelista Torricelli)

 8 David Culpan Att. Fr.* 6-1 190 Hillsborough, Calif. (Sacred Heart Prep)

 9 Aimone Barabino Utl. So. 6-2 210 Recco, Italy (La Scuola d’Italia [NY])

 10 Alex Wherry Att. Fr.* 6-0 180 Tustin, Calif. (Mater Dei)

 11 Chris Fahlsing Att. Fr.* 6-0 180 San Diego, Calif. (Cathedral Catholic)

 12 Brett Hays Ctr. Sr.* 6-2 215 Fontana, Calif. (Bonita)

 13 Luka Bokavsek Utl. Jr. 6-2 220 Split, Croatia (West Valley JC) 

 14 Zach Wherry Def. So.* 6-1 200 Tustin, Calif. (Mater Dei)

 15  Brendan Zwaneveld Utl. Fr.* 6-2 195 La Cañada, Calif. (Harvard-Westlake)

 16 JD Marcin Att. So.* 6-4 190 Huntington Beach, Calif. (Servite)

 17 Alex Johnson Ctr. Fr.* 6-1 210 Coronado, Calif. (Coronado)

 18 Paul Pickell Att. So.* 6-1 190 Santa Ana, Calif. (Foothill)

 20 Lucas Reynolds Ctr. So.* 6-5 215 Newport Beach, Calif. (Corona del Mar)

 21 Jed Springer Utl. Fr.* 6-9 240 Menlo Park, Calif. (Menlo-Atherton)

 22 Chris Wendt Def. So.* 6-3 200 River Forest, Ill. (Fenwick)

 23 Josh Samuels Utl. Jr. 6-4 205 Villa Park, Calif. (Villa Park)

 24 Daniel Lenhart Att. Fr.* 6-3 180 Yorba Linda, Calif. (Esperanza)

  Mario Cardenas Att. Fr. 6-1 160 Boca Raton, Fla. (St. Andrew’s)

  Brandon D’Sa Att. Fr. 5-10 160 Seal Beach, Calif. (Wilson)

  Alex Fortis Att. Fr. 6-2 180 Manhattan Beach, Calif. (Loyola)

  Chris Robertson Att. Fr. 5-10 165 Newport Beach, Calif. (Corona del Mar)

  Brian Robinson Att. Fr. 6-3 165 Palos Verdes, Calif. (Palos Verdes)

  Philip Rosenbaum Att. Fr. 5-9 165 Santa Ana, Calif. (Foothill)

  Maxwell Vilim-Brozyna Utl. Fr. 6-4 220 Santa Monica, Calif. (Santa Monica)

*indicates player has utilized redshirt year

CoAChing sTAff
Head Coach Adam Wright (3rd season)
Assistant Coach Daniel Leyson (1st season)
Volunteer Assistant Coach Steve Gill (2nd season)

gUiDe To WATer PoLo PosiTions
GK – goalkeeper, ATT – attacker/driver,
CTR – center, DEF – defender, UTL – utility

Attacker: Similar to the guard and forward positions in basketball. 
Look for these players to shoot often and create offensive chances 
for their teammates, as well as disrupt the opponents’ offensive play. 
Also known as a driver.

Center Offense/Defense: Similar to the post position in basketball. 
These players station themselves in front of goal, engaging in physical 
battles for position. Defenders are similar to football safeties by 
preventing opponent breakaways on counterattack.
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12 questions with ucla head coach adam wright
Bruins open 2011 season ranked no. 3 in Adam Wright’s third season as UCLA’s head coach

Q: in your third season as UCLA’s head 
coach, how have the last two seasons helped 
you grow as a head coach and prepare for 
this season?

A: I feel like that first year, I was really trying to 
play catch-up on the college game. I was gone 
from the U.S. for a significant period of time 
and had not seen college water polo for a while. 
Just the basics of knowing players who we were 
going to be playing against and of what teams 
do, I had a lot of stuff to catch up on, and a lot 
of work went into that. To have been around it 
for two years now, that has given me the ability 
not only to know players from other teams, but 
also to get to know other team’s tendencies 
and opposing player’s tendencies.

As far as preparation for games, it makes it a 
little easier when you know a team’s tendencies 
and what they are looking to do. As far as our 
team, it takes time to know your own kids. It 
takes time to know what kind of group evolves. 
We’ve had two years of really hard training. 
We have an excellent group. It takes time to 
create a culture. It takes time to implement 
things that you want to do. We have a good 
base. After a couple years of doing this, we’ve 
established a solid foundation where we can 
begin to do some different things.

The most important thing is to have a 
foundation, before you can start going out there 
and going outside of that to try new things. We 
have everybody on the same page. We have new 
players, of course, and you have to add them 
in. The group has a really good understanding 
of the basic things we’re trying to do.

Q: What are the greatest reasons you 
believe this team can compete for an nCAA 
championship?

A: It’s our hope every year to have the belief 
that you can play for an NCAA title. The last 
two seasons have been a growing process. Two 
years ago, we lost in the NCAA finals by one 
goal with an inexperienced team. We did have 
some seniors on that team, but those seniors 
had never really been to something like that. 
We had a lot of young underclassmen on that 
team. We won the conference tournament 
that year, and those younger players got a 
lot of good experience. Nothing can replicate 
playing in championship-level games.

Last season, everybody was disappointed. 
Certainly, the hopes go up when you have 
a result like we did in 2009, getting to that 
championship game. But last year we did 
do some good things, and we hit some good 
markers. We played in a couple of tournament 
finals last year, which are excellent for the group 
but also for the younger kids who are trying to 
make the transition to the college game. A lot 
of these guys have at least two years under 
their belt in high-level games, matches we 
have not been able to close. That’s what we 
have been working on hard for the last seven 
or eight months, in making that next little step 
to get over the hump and really win those final 
games. We have been able to get to the final, 
but not really close it out.

The most important thing is that this group 
believes they can get it done. It’s not easy. A 
lot of things go into it – luck goes into it. But, 

they’ve grown a lot, matured a lot, and put 
in a lot of work. We’ve also brought in a few 
new pieces that we’ve needed. I really believe 
that it’s going to complement the group that’s 
already here. We still have a lot of work to do. 
We’re still the underdog. We’re chasing USC 
and Cal. But I think that this group is very 
motivated and excited to begin the season and 
play those teams.

Q: Who do you expect to step up as this 
season’s most dynamic scoring threats?

A: You need to have a balanced scoring attack. 
On every team there is going to be that guy 
who can put the team on his shoulders when 
you’re not having a great day and help the 
team get to a victory, or for the team to at 
least be in the game. We have a wide variety 
of players here, and I really believe we have a 
lot of good shooters.

You’re going to see a more mature Josh 
samuels this year trying to take initiative 
instead of waiting. That comes with experience, 
and I really believe that. Cullen hennessy is a 
guy who will be a fifth-year senior, but always, 
since I’ve been here, he has found a way to 
come up with goals. Whether it’s off movement, 
counter attacks, 6-on-5s, he always manages to 
get good goals. griffin White is another one 
who we expect a lot from. His freshman year, he 
really heated up down the stretch and into the 
conference tournament, coming up with some 
huge goals. I really believe he’s been inserting 
himself in the game the right way. He’s going 
to find the back of the net a lot.

Cristiano Mirarchi was a freshman last 
season, and it takes time for foreign kids to 
understand that the game is different over here. 
He had an excellent offseason. He’s an excellent 
shooter. Two of our returning centers should 
help, with Brett hays and Aimone Barabino. 
Aimone can also play outside. Paul reynolds, 
a true freshman coming in from Foothill High 
School, is extremely fast. I think he will find a 
lot of goals on the counter-attack. 

The list goes on and on. But it would be my hope 
that in those crucial moments, when maybe 
we are having a hard time scoring the ball, you 
are going to see some of these guys step up.

Q: Talk about this team’s capabilities on 
defense.

A: This is always the first concern, the defense. 
We brought in Luka Bokavsek from West 
Valley Junior College. He’s a two-meter man, but 
he is going to have to defend. He has shown in 
training that he can do it. He’s a big body with 
strong legs. He will have to help fill that role, 
with Emilio Vieira having departed. Another guy 
I haven’t mentioned is Chris Wendt. Last year 
as a redshirt freshman, he started over half of 
our games as the two-meter guard. He had a 

SEaSoN outlook

ton of experience last year, and we look for him 
to also help fill that hole. There’s also Brett 
hays, who can play both ways, as can Lucas 
reynolds. We have Josh samuels who is a 
guard with the U.S. Junior National Team, and 
Cristiano Mirarchi who has been a guard with 
the Italian Junior National Team. We may have 
to mix guys around, but for the most part, we’ll 
have a pretty solid core of guards.

Q: how do you replace the losses of Jacob 
Murphy at center and emilio Vieira on 
defense?

A: Looking at our options at two-meters, I 
believe that Brett hays, a fifth-year senior, 
is going to have an excellent season. Since I 
have been here, he has put in a ton of extra 
work. It’s starting to pay off. He’s extremely 
motivated. These guys were very close to 
winning the NCAA Tournament two years ago 
and did not get what they wanted. Sophomore 
Aimone Barabino is another player who was 
adjusting to the American college game as 
a true freshman last year. He’s played as a 
two-meter man for the Italian Junior National 
Team. He’s another guy who should have an 
excellent season.

Lucas reynolds will be a redshirt sophomore. 
He’s a big kid, and I really believe he could 
become a significant contributor. He had an 
excellent summer, and he could be an X-factor 
for our team. We’re looking forward to seeing 
what Lucas can do. The other player who will be 
asked to play guard, as well as two-meters at 
some point, will be Luka Bokavsek. Of course 
you’re always going to miss the players like 
Jacob and Emilio, but I’m confident that we 
have guys who can fill those holes.

Q: Among the biggest losses from last 
season’s squad was four-year veteran and 
left-hander Ben hohl. What’s the advantage 
of having a left-handed scoring threat in 
water polo, and which players might be 
able to follow in Ben’s footsteps?

A: It’s always nice to have a talented lefty. Ben 
brought so many things to our team that people 
didn’t even see. For example, on our 6-on-5s, we 
were able to run certain plays because teams 
were forced to knock him down. So having a 
left-hander like Ben was a definite luxury.

This year, we do have a couple other left-
handers. A guy who you will hear of a lot from, not 
just this year but also down the road, is Daniel 
Lenhart. He’s one of the most athletic players 
who I’ve seen in a long time. Another lefty who 
we will see is redshirt freshman Christopher 
Meinhold. Alex fortis is a true freshman, a 
left-hander from Loyola High School, who is an 
excellent shooter.

But, when Ben wasn’t in the game last season, 
we had to play with a righty at that position. 

CULLEN hENNESSY

CHRIS WENDT

top rEturNiNG lEttErwiNNErS
 no. name yr. Pos. 2010 stats
 2 Cullen Hennessy R-Sr. Att. 21 goals, 13 assists, 11 steals
 23 Josh Samuels Jr. Utl. 27 goals, 7 assists, 24 steals
 5 Griffin White Jr. Att. 23 goals, 8 assists, 12 steals
 7 Cristiano Mirarchi So. Utl. 35 goals, 6 assists, 10 steals
 12 Brett Hays R-Sr. Ctr. 14 goals, 23 earned exclusions
 9 Aimone Barabino So. Utl. 10 goals, 22 earned exclusions
 22 Chris Wendt R-So. Def. 9 goals, 7 assists, 6 steals

kEY additioNS
 no. name yr. Pos. hometown (Previous school)
 13 Luka Bokavsek Jr. Utl. Split, Croatia (West Valley JC)
 4 Paul Reynolds Fr. Att. Tustin, Calif. (Foothill HS)
 10 Alex Wherry R-Fr. Att. Tustin, Calif. (Mater Dei HS)
 24 Daniel Lenhart R-Fr. Att. Yorba Linda, Calif. (Esperanza HS)
 11 Chris Fahlsing R-Fr. Att. San Diego, Calif. (Cathedral Catholic)

kEY loSSES
name Pos. years 2010 stats
Ben Hohl Att. 2007-10 42 goals, 12 assists, 5 steals
Jacob Murphy Ctr. 2007-10 25 goals, 39 earned exclusions
Emilio Vieira Def. 2009-10 8 goals, 17 blocks, 16 steals
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There are a lot of guys who can play at that 
position, and aren’t necessarily left-handed. 
Alex Wherry, who has been playing with the 
U.S. Junior National Team, can play over there. 
Having that lefty there is good, but I think our 
righties can do a good job at that position.

Q: What do you enjoy most about Cullen 
hennessy’s game?

A: Cullen is a guy who not only does things well 
physically, but he can also communicate. He 
gets it done when training. He’s the hardest 
working guy who will always go for it 100 
percent. He may not be the biggest or most 
talented guy, but that hard work has paid off. In 
my first year as head coach, he scored a goal 
at the last second in the NorCal Tournament 
semifinal against USC. He always finds a way, 
and that’s due to his fantastic work ethic.

He’s our captain, and I believe that he will be 
a great leader for this team. I know that he 
is not satisfied, and it has really hurt him the 
last several years to come up short. But he’s 
going to have this group motivated. He will be 
super motivated both in the water and out of 
the water. I really believe that he’s the right 
person to lead this group.

Q: What’s the goalkeeper situation?

A: James hartshorne was our goalie last year, 
and right now, we’ve got four good goalies. 
Right now, James is ahead. He’s the returning 
starter. He’s been excellent in his preseason 
preparation and has been working very hard. 
But, we’re really waiting to see one of them 
just grab the reins and really take it. We go 
through after each practice and talk about how 
each one of them did. One of them is a better 
passer. Another is better at communicating. 
One is better at blocking skips. The competition 
is very close. The door is open. The nice thing is 
that we do have guys with experience.

James got a ton of experience last season, 
having to jump in during the middle of the 
season. But you also look at Andrew Mesesan, 
a guy who is returning for his fifth year to be a 
part of this. He got a lot of experience, too, last 
season. The question with Matt rapacz, we’ll 
see. He’s coming off an injury. Knock on wood, 
but he’s been good so far. Again, it’s open. And 
stephen White is a redshirt freshman who has 
shown excellent poise in there. They all played 
equal amounts over the summer. This will be 
the most difficult decision going forward. 

Q: how impressed were you with James 
hartshorne’s performance as a true 
freshman in 2010, and is there any chance 
you may redshirt him in 2011?

A: Well, he was in the top three at the end 
of last season in the MPSF in goals against 
average. There were certain points, late in the 
year, where he was the top guy. You’re talking 
about a true freshman who didn’t think he was 
going to play, and then all of a sudden, you’ve got 
an injury and he waited until we got back from 

the NorCal Tournament, and then he ended up 
playing. That’s a lot to ask of a guy.

He gave us a shot in every game. There were 
games where he had incredible moments, 
keeping us in the game, and that’s a lot to 
ask of a true freshman. The nice luxury that 
we do have, and we talked about it last year 
when I decided to bring him out of his redshirt, 
is that he always has the opportunity to use a 
redshirt. If something was to come up, we do 
have that luxury.

On the flip side, we have a kid who now has 
one year of experience under his belt, too. 
He’s in a good situation. I really believe that 
he helped us tremendously last year, and we 
were in a situation that was difficult. Andrew 
Mesesan did great, too. We decided to go 
with James, and he gave us a great chance 
at the end of the day.

Q: What strengths do Daniel Leyson and 
steve gill bring to the coaching staff?

A: I really believe, hands-down, that I have 
the best assistant in the country with Daniel 
Leyson. I feel like we are lucky to have him. 
Not only his knowledge of the game, but also 
the way in which he looks at things – whether 
it’s coming up with certain drills to simulate 
action in a game, but also his ability to relate 
to our players in a different form from the head 
coach. A lot of the time, they’re hearing things 
from the head coach in a strong manner. For 
an assistant coach to be able to bring that 
all together in a way they can really grasp, 
it is special.

Kids here immediately had a great deal of 
respect for him, just looking at his résumé 
alone – looking at what he has done as a 
player and who he has coached with. One of 
the biggest things for me is his knowledge of 
the age-group kids, and the kids that he believes 
will help UCLA. Lastly, his work with the goalies 
has been fantastic. He was doing the same 
thing for the Olympic team. His drills are very 
innovative, and I really believe that they wanted 
him to be the U.S. National Team’s goalie coach 
again. Fortunately, he decided to come here. 
As far as goalkeepers go, not only do we have 
the best goalkeeper coach in the country, but 
also somebody with a great deal of knowledge 
of the game, aside from goalkeeping.

With steve gill, he’s been working with our 
club team over the summer for three years. 
Last year was his first season working with 
our team as a volunteer coach in the fall. He 
played in Europe for a long period of time. He 
played for the best club team in Jug Dubrovnik 
[Croatia] for one year. He played with the U.S. 
National Team for a long time, but the one 
thing we’re fortunate to have with Steve is that 
he’s a two-meter man. Not many teams have 
a guy who is still in pretty good shape and is 
passionate about his position. He can come in 
a couple times each week and work with our 
centers one-on-one, not in a group atmosphere. 
It’s great individual work in the water, and that’s 

very unique. For a guy to be volunteering his time 
because he cares about the kids, that says a 
lot, not only about his passion for the sport but 
also for his connection to this group.

Q: how deep a conference is the MPsf 
in 2011?

A: Since I played at UCLA, it’s probably one of 
the deepest fields I’ve seen. Now, you’ve got 
USC and Cal and Stanford at the top. But Pacific 
has become a serious player. James [Graham] 
up there has done a great job. They’ve got a 
fantastic two-meter player and great outside 
shooters. They shouldn’t be a surprise to 
anybody. They’re a legitimate team.

Long Beach State will be much better this 
year. They’ve got a couple years under their 
belt with guys who they started playing with 
as true freshmen. We’ve got a tough game 
going down there on a Thursday night. They 
will be a team that competes to get in the 
conference tournament. Pepperdine is always 
tough. They’ve added a couple quality players,  
and have always been a dangerous team. UC 
Santa Barbara had an excellent recruiting class, 
and they will be playing with some younger guys. 
It’s an open field. I think that USC and Cal are 
ahead of everybody else, but with Stanford and 
our team and Pacific, it’s very stiff competition. 
There will be some interesting results. Many of 
these teams are getting a lot better.

Q: The MPsf Tournament will be hosted on 
UCLA’s campus for the first time ever. how 
excited are you and your players to compete 
in the tournament at home?

A: I really wanted to have it here, and I’m glad 
and grateful that UCLA was willing to host 

this year’s tournament. We’ve received great 
feedback on our new facility, especially after 
having hosted the SoCal Tournament last 
October. It needed to be in southern California 
this year, and other schools have asked me if 
UCLA would host it.

First and foremost, it’s a fantastic opportunity 
for us to showcase our new pool. That’s always 
a plus, especially when you’ve got kids who might 
be looking to attend our school. It’s great to be 
able to show what UCLA has to offer. From a 
water polo standpoint, I think everybody would 
like to play at home. To be able to play where 
you always practice, hopefully in front of a pro-
UCLA crowd, is an opportunity that you don’t 
get to have very often.

The MPSF Tournament gives you a chance to go 
to the NCAA Tournament. Every little advantage 
helps. I really believe that being able to play at 
home in a surrounding that you’re used to, and 
having some sort of home court advantage 
whether that’s the crowd or what not, it puts 
your team in a better position. As soon as I 
found out that we were hosting, I let our team 
know. And our players are very excited to play 
in this tournament at home. I really believe that 
it’s going to be a great tournament. It will be 
an excellent three days of water polo. We’re 
going to put on a great tournament. In and out 
of the water, it’s a major positive for the men’s 
water polo program here at UCLA.

JAMES HARTSHORNE

SEaSoN outlook

JOSH SAMUELS

2011 preseason top-20 poll
 no. Team (2010) Points
 1. USC (1) 99
 2. California (2) 95
 3. UCLA (4) 90
 4. Stanford (3) 86
 5. Pacific (8) 76
 6. UC Irvine (5) 70
 7. UC Santa Barbara (6) 69
 8. Loyola Marymount (7) 64
 9. Pepperdine (9) 63
 10. Long Beach State (11) 60
 11. St. Francis (N.Y.) (10) 50
 12. UC San Diego (14) 44
 13. UC Davis (12) 43
 14. Santa Clara (13) 34
 15. Navy (15) 30
16.  Princeton (16) 23
 17. Cal Baptist (17) 20
 18. Air Force (20) 14
 19. Bucknell (18) 9
20.  Concordia (19) 8
also receiving votes: Brown (7), Redlands (1), 
Pomona-Pitzer (1), Johns Hopkins (1)

2010 awardS
ACWPC ALL-AMeriCA seLeCTions
Ben Hohl first team
Jacob Murphy second team
Cristiano Mirarchi honorable mention
Josh Samuels honorable mention

ALL-MPsf TeAM seLeCTions
Jacob Murphy first team
Ben Hohl second team
Cullen Hennessy honorable mention
Cristiano Mirarchi honorable mention
Emilio Vieira honorable mention

ACWPC ALL-ACADeMiC seLeCTions
Cristiano Mirarchi outstanding
Ben Hohl superior
Cullen Hennessy superior

MPsf ALL-ACADeMiC TeAM
Ben Hohl, Cullen Hennessy, Jacob Murphy, 
Matt Preciado, Chris Wendt


