
  
 
 
 

2012 National Collegiate Men’s Water Polo Tournament 
Dec. 1-2 • Los Angeles, Calif. (McDonald’s Swim Stadium) 

 
POSTMATCH QUOTES 

Semifinal: UCLA 17, Saint Francis Brooklyn 3 
 
 

Saint Francis Brooklyn Head Coach Igor Samardzija: 
Opening Statement: 
“That game was really hard to watch. We didn’t do ourselves justice. We didn’t show up 
to play today. The game plan was to stay calm and play four quarters. We got burned in 
the first half. UCLA is a great team though and we are happy to be here. We are a young 
team and hope that we learned a lot.” 
 
On the team’s play in the second quarter:  
“The offense didn’t work. It got stagnant and we didn’t stick to the game plan. I think 
since we are such a young team, we just got overwhelmed.” 
 
On playing as underdogs: 
“We were underdogs throughout the season. Hopefully we can shake it off and come 
back tomorrow.” 
 
On what they need to do to return to the NCAA Championships in the future: 
“We need to continue recruiting and getting better players. We need to open the 
season strong. Obviously it is important for us to finish the season on a high note, but 
we need to get used to winning from the beginning. We need to break into the top 10 
and then go and play top four teams.” 
 
On what it means for the team to make it this far: 
“It is big for our program. More people know about St. Francis in California than in New 
York. It is great for a small school to get here and for our guys to get to experience this.” 
 
 



Sophomore Defender Balint Toth  
On the difference between St. Francis and UCLA: 
“They were better prepared physically, as they are able to hold their ground better. 
They are very strong.” 
 
On making it to the NCAA Championship: 
“It is a great feeling to be a top four team. To get here is a big honor and it will motivate 
us to work harder in practice.” 
 
Junior Utility Luka Vukomanovic  
On the experience of the NCAA Championsip: 
“It has been a great experience. Next time, I know how to better prepare myself.” 
 
 



 
 
 

  
 
 
 

2012 National Collegiate Men’s Water Polo Tournament 
Dec. 1-2 • Los Angeles, Calif. (McDonald’s Swim Stadium) 

 
POSTMATCH QUOTES 

UCLA 17, St. Francis Brooklyn 3 
 
UCLA Head Coach Adam Wright: 
Opening Statement: 
“There were a lot of unknowns coming into the game. We saw St. Francis early at the 
Princeton Invite. They were great and went on to win the Northeast Conference. I knew 
they had a lot of good shooters and a good goalie, but it was difficult to find much on 
them. We were 4-of-6 in 5-on-6 situations, which was critical for us. Our transition game 
was good as well.” 
 
On tomorrow’s potential atmosphere: 
“I hope it is pouring and it’s crazy. This is something that we have been talking about all 
week. USC vs. UCLA, being in such close proximity, it has the potential to be such a 
madhouse. Those things are out of control, however. We can only control ourselves and 
work hard as a team.” 
 
On how USC has won four NCAA titles in a row: 
“You have to give credit where credit is due. It is a process for years, bringing in the right 
players. It is quite a feat. However, we know tomorrow is just one game. It is about our 
control and how we react to things as individuals and collectively as a team.” 
 
On being USC in the last time that they lost: 
“We played smart and did not let down. We were totally aware at all moments, because 
you cannot let down with them because that is when they get you. The transition game 
will be very important for us. You cannot give away free goals with an undefeated 
team.” 
 



On it being a long time since an Eastern team made the final and how it affects the 
game: 
“As someone who is invested in this sport, it makes it tough. You want the guys out 
there that practice every day to really believe that they can win. It is not just about 
college, it is about U.S. Water Polo as well working with the colleges to create more 
opportunities out East. You have to work hard out there, as more schools are 
academically driven and it is difficult to get kids into school, but that is problem for us 
too. You can’t get every guy into school.” 
 
UCLA Senior Attack Griffin White: 
On USC: 
“We are both two very deep teams and have strength and depth at every level. With 
that many great players, it is tough to score goals.” 
 
On how the team will prepare for the final: 
“We will treat it like it is any other game. Of course we know it isn’t, but we need to 
prepare as if it is. We need to prepare the best way we know we can, the way we have 
all year.” 
 
UCLA Senior Goalkeeper Matt Rapacz: 
On USC: 
“They are a good team and love to win. You can really see it out there. We have to play 
32 minutes to beat them.” 
 
On tomorrow’s game:  
“It is my last game. Every night I try to visualize things and calm the nerves. I don’t do 
anything too special. This game is bigger, with everything at stake, but I will just focus on 
blocking the yellow ball.” 


