
  
 
 
 

2012 National Collegiate Men’s Water Polo Tournament 
Dec. 1-2 • Los Angeles, Calif. (McDonald’s Swim Stadium) 

 
POSTMATCH QUOTES 
Final: USC 11, UCLA 10  

 
USC HEAD COACH JOVAN VAVIC 
Opening statement 
“What a game. What a game. It was one of those spectacular games. The opponent was outstanding. 
UCLA was extremely well coached in this game; prepared, ready, and they executed really well. But 
our guys have been there before; they know how to win; they have great heart. They believe that we 
can get the job done. Certain people stepped up. The guys right here next to me. It was a complete 
team effort. When we needed to stop them, we did, at the end of the game, and that made the 
difference. They had three or four opportunities with the game tied, to score a goal, but we stopped 
them. And then that last play was a play for the ages. I actually didn’t call it. I was confused on the 
sideline, and I asked the guys what they think. Tobi [Preuss] said ‘let’s run candy’. I’m very proud of 
these guys. It’s been an unbelievable season and we’re going to enjoy it.” 
 
On the USC defense in the second half 
“Well, James [Clark] started blocking some shots. In the first quarter, he looked like a beginner, not 
like an Olympic goalie. But you know that’s what makes him great. You got to be able to handle the 
adversity. I told our guys after the first quarter, just believe, and he’s going to start blocking and he 
stopped many shots in the third and fourth quarters. We were too excited, and when you’re too 
excited, you have tunnel vision, so that changed. We made great adjustments, our players made 
great adjustments in the third and fourth quarter” 
 
On making adjustments to counter UCLA’s attack 
“The mains thing, really, was to help back. Their two-meter men are strong and they do a good job 
getting the ball and we were late in getting back. A couple of times in the fourth quarter, we let 
[Josh] Samuels take three shots. That’s their best shooter and we left him wide open three times. 
One time, he scored, and they got the lead, and the other two times, he barely missed. Sometimes, 
you have to have a little luck, too, I guess.” 
 
On the drive that opened up Genidounias on the last goal 
“We actually ran the same play against the same team in the NorCal tournament on our undefeated 
season in 2008. Adam Wright was an assistant coach and we scored a goal that won us the game. It’s 
a play that we’ve run before but we haven’t run it in a while. The idea is to run a pick, and open up 
your best shooter and create a mismatch. It worked out really well.” 



 
On his coaching future with USC: 
“The men’s team is going to win it, again, next year. I’m not going anywhere. We’re going to win it 
next year. Write it down.” 
 
SENIOR DRIVER MICHAEL ROSENTHAL 
On being named the tournament MVP: 
“I can’t believe it honestly. I came to California to play water polo. I’m from Florida. Water polo is not 
the biggest, most popular sport out there, but I wanted to come to SC to see how good I could get at 
water polo and made a decision to stay for this fifth year and, oh boy, it’s the best decision I’ve ever 
made.” 
 
SENIOR TWO-METER MATT BURTON 
On his game-winning assist: 
“Actually, we changed it up a little bit from when we practiced it the day before. Jovan said ‘hey, 
Burton, I want you to make the pass.’ So you know, I think It comes down to a coach having faith in a 
senior player. And Kostas [Genidounias] is the man. I mean that kid just doesn’t feel pressure. He just 
lives for the moment. As soon as it left my hand, I saw him take one look, and it was in. My hat just 
goes off to the rest of the guys. Give UCLA credit. They made it really tough on us; really, really tough 
on us. But we are good with adversity.” 
 
On what he’s told the younger players and his USC legacy: 
“In the pool, when everyone jumped in, one of the first guys that swam to me was Marc 
Vonderweidt. He’s been absolutely tremendous on the bench. He’s everything you want form a guy 
who is just waiting for his turn. I told him then, ‘hey, it’s you, next year. Everyone is going to be 
watching you, and I can’t wait to watch you get what I got.’ I’m just so grateful for being a part of this 
team. I know that the guys under me are just extremely talented and just great men. We’ve created 
a very special thing, here.” 
 
On the atmosphere of the game: 
“As great as this moment is, now, had Samuel’s shot bared in, had some other thing happened, that’s 
what makes it so special. It could have gone either way, and the atmosphere, we had a ton of 
pressure on us. I kind of go back to 2010 and Cal when they had that situation happen to them. And I 
kind of said in my mind, when we first went down, ‘not today, it’s not going to happen today. We’re 
going to get through this.’ And we did.”  
 
On comparing this game to the Superbowl: 
“This is probably one of the biggest games. For college guys, 18-22, we get to play in an atmosphere 
like this where there’s 30-year-old guys playing in games in Europe, and they don’t get the same 
crowd and the same fiery atmosphere where it’s UCLA and USC. You saw the UCLA fans; they were 
great. They were covered in body paint and yelling and screaming. Then, there are our fans and the 
band just going wild. It’s so special. This rivalry has really shaped who I am.” 
 
REDSHIRT JUNIOR DRIVER STEPHEN SIRI 
On whether or not the undefeated season has set in for him yet: 
“I think a little bit. I mean, it’s obviously very exciting, right now. I think in the next couple of days, it 
will really, really sink in with everybody, what we’ve accomplished. It’s so special and this record may 
very well last for the rest of our entire lives.” 
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UCLA HEAD COACH ADAM WRIGHT  
 “"It was a very interesting game.  A game's rhythm can be controlled not only by the players, 
but by others. For instance, I think about the 11-5 exclusions, I think about the ball resting on 
the lane line.  We fought a great battle today.  We knew we were up against the world.  It will be 
real interesting to watch tape of the last goal.” 
 
On the team: 
“"I can't say enough about our guys.  They put us right where we wanted to be.  We got off to a 
great start.” 
 
On the game: 
"It's a game of momentum and it can be stopped in many ways.  Today it was stopped in an 
unfortunate way. 
 
"The losses all hurt, but this one really hurts.  We were in a great situation up by one with three 
minutes to go.  Give credit to USC.  They've won five times in a row now.” 
 
On what was a turnaround in the game: 
"(The call on the ball on the lane line) That was a big turnaround.” 
 
On how things went: 
"We got down, then we got back up and had them right where we wanted.  It's just 
unfortunate.  This one hurts." 
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