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The Basketball Staff

Nikki Caldwell
Head Coach 
1st Season

Tennessee '94

Nikki Caldwell was named head coach of the Bruins on April 17, 2008. Caldwell came 
to UCLA after serving on the staff of legendary women's coach Pat Summitt as an 
assistant coach at the University of Tennessee for the 2003-08 seasons. She helped 
the Lady Vols post a 195-24 record during that span, which included fi ve trips to the 
Final Four and NCAA championships in 2007 and 2008. Caldwell has been lauded as 
an excellent fl oor coach and a consistent star among college recruiters.

In her 14 seasons as a collegiate player and assistant coach, Caldwell's teams have 
compiled an amazing 404-76 record and appeared in the NCAA Tournament each 
season, while winning three national championships.

In 2008, the Lady Vols captured a second-
straight NCAA championship and fi nished 
with a record of 36-2. National Player of the 
Year Candace Parker, the No. 1 selection in 
the WNBA draft and the 2008 WNBA MVP, 
led a group of fi ve Lady Vols to be drafted 
into the WNBA on the day following the 
championship.

Caldwell joined the Tennessee staff for the 
2002-03 season and became the recruiting 
director in the spring of 2003. In the fall of 
2003, the Tennessee staff signed perhaps the 
most prolifi c freshman class in the history 
of women's collegiate basketball. That class 
consisted of six 2004 high school All-Ameri-
cans, including three Players of the Year. In 
2007, the Women's Basketball Coaches 

Association (WBCA) named Tennessee as the best recruiting school in the nation. 
In 2008, three of the top 15 current high school seniors in the country (hoopgurlz.
com) committed to play for Tennessee in 2008-09, and fi ve played in the McDonald's 
All-American Game.

Career Highlights
• Won NCAA Championships in 
2007 & 2008 as assistant coach at 

Tennessee
• Won NCAA Championship in 
1991 as a player at Tennessee

• 404-76 overall record in 14 sea-
sons as NCAA player and assistant 

coach
• Coached in 5 Final Fours, holds 

NCAA Tournament record of 26-7
• Coached 20 WNBA players, 6 

All-Americans, 4 Olympians
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Caldwell’s Year-by-Year Results
Year Record  School NCAA Finish
2007-08 36-2 Tennessee (asst. coach) Champion
2006-07 34-3 Tennessee (asst. coach) Champion
2005-06 31-5 Tennessee (asst. coach) Elite 8
2004-05 30-5 Tennessee (asst. coach) Final Four
2003-04 31-4 Tennessee (asst. coach) Finalist
2002-03 33-5 Tennessee (asst. coach) Finalist
2001-02 17-13 Virginia (asst. coach) 1st Rd.
2000-01 18-14 Virginia (asst. coach) 1st Rd.
1999-00 25-9 Virginia (asst. coach) Sweet 16
1998-99 31-3 Tennessee (grad. asst.) Elite 8
1993-94 31-2 Tennessee (player) 2nd Rd.
1992-93 29-3 Tennessee (player) Elite 8
1991-92 28-3 Tennessee (player) Sweet 16
1990-91 30-5 Tennessee (player) Champion

Total 404-76

Record as Asst. Coach: 286-63 
Record as player: 118-13

Prior to her return as a coach at her alma mater, Caldwell 
served as an assistant at the University of Virginia for 
three seasons (2000-2002). She was responsible for 
recruiting, scouting, fi lm exchange, player development, 
camps and monitoring academic progress of student-
athletes. UVA compiled a record of 60-36 in her three 
seasons in Charlottesville and advanced to the NCAA 
Tournament in each campaign. She helped to develop 
standout Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) players 
Telisha Quarles, at guard, and forward Brandi Teamer, 
the 2002 ACC Rookie of the Year.

A guard during her own playing days at Tennessee 
(1991-94) when the Lady Vols put together a 118-13 
record, Caldwell was known for her tough defense and 
three-point shooting. She still ranks among the all-time 
top 10 at Tennessee in three-point fi eld goals made (128) 
and three-point shots attempted (364). She scored 20 
points in her fi rst collegiate game against Stanford and 
went on to be named to the Southeastern Conference's 
(SEC) All-Freshman team. In the 1991 NCAA title game 
victory over Virginia, Caldwell's defense was considered 
a key in UT's overtime win. She received the Gloria Ray 
Leadership Award in both her junior and senior seasons 
at Tennessee. 

After graduating with a degree in public relations in 1994, 
Caldwell moved behind the microphone as a color analyst 
on Tennessee games for Fox Sports Net South. She went 

on to become the color analyst for the SEC's Game of 
the Week from 1995-97. Her television exposure opened 
the door for her to become the hostess of the sports 
segments for the Knoxville, TX-based cable network 
show, Shop at Home (1997-98). She then decided to 
return to her fi rst love, coaching, in 1998, when she 
became a graduate assistant for administration on the 
Lady Vols women's basketball staff. During the 1998-99 
season, Tennessee went 31-3 and captured the SEC 
regular season and SEC Tournament titles. Caldwell was 
responsible for assisting the coaching staff in all aspects 
of basketball operations.

Caldwell is a passionate crusader for breast cancer 
awareness. She and Tennessee assistant coach Holly 
Warlick have founded the non-profi t organization, 
Champions for a Cause. Since 2007, they have raised 
nearly $100,000 through Cruisin' for a Cause, a long-
haul motorcycle adventure to raise dollars and aware-
ness for a cure for breast cancer. Caldwell and Warlick 
chronicled their cross-country rides on their website, 
www.cruisinforacause.com. 

Caldwell was raised in Oak Ridge, TN by her mother, 
Jean Caldwell. Caldwell has a younger sister, Simone, 
brother-in-law, Kirk and niece, Khayla. She is also the 
proud mother of a 15 year-old cocker spaniel named 
Princess.
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Stacie Terry
Assistant Coach
1st Season
Texas-Arlington '98

Stacie Terry, who begins her ninth season as a Division I assistant coach, joins Nikki 
Caldwell's fi rst coaching staff at UCLA.  Terry will assist in all aspects of coaching. Her 
responsibilities include player development, recruiting and scouting, and she primarily 
works with the Bruin post players.

Terry coached in the 2007-08 season at the University of Southern Mississippi, which 
posted a 21-14 record and advanced to post-season play in the WNIT.  At Southern 
Mississippi, Terry spearheaded the development and coordination of the Lady Eagle 
recruiting campaign. Her responsibilities also included working with the perimeter 
players, scouting opponents and fi lm breakdown, as well as coordinating all of the 
team's community service events. 

Terry spent the 2004-07 seasons as an assistant at the University of Illinois. Her Illini 
recruiting classes ranked among the Top 20 in the nation. Her primary duties included 
defensive instruction and working with the perimeter players. She also coached at the 
University of Dayton in 2003-04 and was an assistant at the University of Louisville 
in the 2001-2003 seasons. At Louisville, her role included recruiting, scouting, player 
development, summer camps and serving as a liaison for the program's community 
service outreach. The Cardinals advanced to the NCAA Tournament in 2001 and to 
the WNIT in 2002. She assisted in bringing in the nation's 21st-ranked recruiting class 
in 2002-03 according to All-Star Girls Report.

Terry earned a bachelor's degree in broadcast journalism in 1998 from the Univer-
sity of Texas-Arlington. She enjoyed an outstanding playing career (1994-98) at UTA, 
which culminated in a senior season in which she led the Southland Conference in 
three-point shooting percentage (.384), was a fi rst-team all-conference selection 
and averaged a team-best 17.4 points per game. She ranks No. 8 on the all-time in 
scoring at the school with 1,169 career points and is second in career three-point 
fi eld goals made (158). 

After her collegiate career, Terry went on to play one season of professional basket-
ball in Warsaw, Poland, averaging 12 points and six assists for the Polonia Phoenix, 
before returning home to begin her coaching career as a graduate assistant at her 
alma mater in 1999.

Terry grew up in San Diego, CA and attended El Capitan HS. She remains at the top 
of the all-time school scoring list and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in October 
of 2008.
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Tony Perotti
Assistant Coach
1st Season
Tennessee '99

Tony Perotti, a Tennessee graduate, comes to UCLA from Northern Arizona University, 
where he spent the last four seasons as an assistant. The past two seasons, he was the 
associate head coach at NAU. Perotti served primarily as the team's recruiting coordi-
nator, game scouting coordinator and in the development of the perimeter players. 

In four seasons at NAU, Perotti helped the Lumberjacks compile 71 victories, win 
the Big Sky Conference Tournament and advance to the school's fi rst-ever NCAA 
Tournament. During his tenure, the Lumberjacks set school records for fi eld goals, 
points scored, assists, rebounds, three-point shots made and free throw percentage. 
Guard Sade Cunningham set a school record for single-season and career assists. 
In 2006-07, NAU led the conference in fi eld goal percentage, scoring defense and 
assists per game. In his fi rst season as an assistant, Perotti not only helped the team 
to a 19-10 record and third-place conference fi nish, but took over as head coach for 
three games (2-1) at the end of the season when the head coach was home with a 
newborn baby.

Perotti spent the fi ve previous seasons working as an assistant at the University of 
San Francisco. He was the team's top assistant coach from 2000-2004 and worked 
as the third assistant in his fi rst season. He also served as the program's recruiting 
coordinator in 2000 and 2002-03. During that period, Perotti helped to successfully 
sign two Junior College All-Americans, three West Coast Conference Freshmen of 
the Year, as well as international players from Germany and Denmark. On the court, 
he worked primarily with the perimeter players and assisted in team offensive and 
defensive philosophy development and strategies. He also served as summer camp di-
rector and completed his master's degree (2001) in sports and fi tness management.

Prior to his time at USF, Perotti worked as an offi ce assistant and summer camp coach 
at the University of Tennessee. He also served as a practice player for two seasons 
with the Lady Vols. While in Knoxville, Perotti gained coaching experience in 1999 
as the co-head coach of the Knoxville Lady Lakers, an 11-and-under AAU team. At 
Tennessee, he earned his bachelor's degree in 1999 in sports management, with a 
minor in business administration.

Perotti grew up on a dairy farm in Millerton, NY, where his family still owns and oper-
ates the Lone Pine Farm. He learned the value of a hard day's work from his father 
John and grandfather Frank and grew up talking sports with his mother Victoria and 
grandmother Doris. Perotti has three siblings, brother Stephen and sisters Terry and 
Kelly, and three nieces, Krissy, Alexis and Cassidy.



20  2008-09 UCLA Women's Basketball

The Basketball Staff

Tasha Butts
Assistant Coach
1st Season
Tennessee '04

Tasha Butts, a standout player at the University of Tennessee (2000-04) and then in 
the WNBA, is set to begin her fi rst season as an assistant coach at UCLA. She will 
primarily work with the perimeter players and assist with all other facets of the 
program, including academics, recruiting, scouting and player development.   

Last season, she served in a similar capacity at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA. 
Butts worked primarily with the perimeter players at Duquesne, and her responsibilities 
included recruiting, opponent scouting, academics, adidas liaison and scheduling. 

As a player at Tennessee, Butts helped the Lady Vols to a 124-17 record in her four 
seasons. UT had a Sweet 16 appearance in her freshman season and advanced to the 
Final Four in her sophomore campaign. She then helped the Lady Vols to back-to-back 
National Championship games in her junior and senior seasons. In addition, Butts was 
part of four Southeastern Conference regular-season championship teams, as Tennessee 
compiled a 55-1 SEC record in her four years. When she left UT, she ranked fourth in 
all-time games played (141) and tied for seventh in three-point shots made (103) at 
the school. Butts' career-high 37 points against Vanderbilt on Feb. 16, 2004 placed her 
tied for 11th on the Lady Vols' single-game scoring list. She graduated from Tennessee 
in 2004 with a degree in sport management and minor in business.

Butts was chosen by the Minnesota Lynx with the 20th selection in the 2004 WNBA 
draft. She saw action in all 30 games as a rookie, helping the club equal a franchise-
record with 18 wins and earn a spot in the playoffs. Following the 2004 WNBA season, 
she returned to her alma mater and served as a graduate assistant coach. The Lady 
Vols won the SEC Championship that season and advanced to the Final Four. 

In the fall of 2005, she headed overseas, where she played for Essa / Barreiro in Por-
tugal, averaging nearly 18 points per game. After one season with Essa, she moved on 
to Raanana Hertizliya in Israel, where she averaged 15.5 points per contest. She also 
had brief stints with the Charlotte Sting and Houston Comets of the WNBA.

Butts grew up in Milledgeville, GA and attended Baldwin HS, where she was a consensus 
All-American and the Gatorade State Player of the Year in Georgia. She remains the 
girl's all-time leading scorer at the school, and her high school jersey #23 was retired 
in December of 2000. In August of 2004, the city of Milledgeville honored Butts with 
a key to the city and a proclamation of achievement on "Tasha Butts Day". 
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Pam Walker
Director of Basketball Operations
20th Season
UCLA '85

Pam Walker, a UCLA graduate, is in her 20th season as a member of the Bruin women's 
basketball staff. This will be her fi rst season working as the Director of Basketball 
Operations for Coach Nikki Caldwell. Walker spent the previous 19 seasons at UCLA 
serving as an assistant coach. 

Walker is responsible for scheduling, equipment, team travel, facilities, community 
service projects, monitoring of the players’ academic progress, assisting with budgeting, 
camps and on-campus recruiting. She also oversees the managers and video intern 
and liaisons with marketing, development and sports information.

During her coaching tenure at UCLA, the Bruins competed in the NCAA Tournament 
nine times, including an Elite Eight appearance in 1999. UCLA also won a Pac-10 regular 
season title in 1999 and a Pac-10 Tournament title in 2006. Walker coached two Pac-10 
Players of the Year, four Pac-10 Freshmen of the Year, and seven All-Americans. 

Walker joined the Bruin staff prior to the 1989-90 season after four years as head 
girls’ basketball coach at Hart High School (1986-89) in Newhall, CA. In her fi nal 
season at Hart, she guided the school to the quarterfi nals of the state championship 
tournament, the CIF 5-A Southern Section championship and the Foothill League title. 
She was also named CIF Coach of the Year that season. Several of her high school 
standouts continued their playing careers at the college level.

Prior to coaching at Hart, Walker served as head girls’ basketball coach at St. Bernard’s 
HS in Playa del Rey, CA (1984-85) and at Van Nuys HS (1982), where she directed the 
Wolves into the Los Angeles City championship game.

Walker, who graduated from UCLA in 1985 with a B.A. in Political Science, Interna-
tional Relations, earned her Master’s degree in Education at UCLA in 1990. She has 
been married since 2004 to Larry Muir, who teaches history and is the head football 
coach at  Valencia HS.  Muir was a member of the UCLA football team from 1989-90. 
The couple live in Valencia with their beagle, Dee.
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Returning Player Biographies 

#31 Moniquee Alexander
6-6 • Junior • Center • Harbor City, CA (Edison Academic Center) 

UCLA Outlook: 
•Provides a strong low post presence
•Started 15 games last season
•Has seen action in 61 of her 62 Bruin games

2008:  
•Saw action in 30 games with 15 starts
•Had two double-digit scoring games, scoring a career-high 11 points against both 
Tennessee (5-for-5 shooting from the fi eld) and UC Riverside
•Pulled down at least four rebounds in 12 contests
•Played at least 10 minutes in 21 games, with a season-high of 22 vs. CS Northridge
•Had fi ve games with at least eight points scored
•Best overall game was a 11-point, seven-rebound effort vs. UC Riverside

2007:  
•Saw action in 31 games, all off the bench
•Had one double-digit scoring game with 10 points at Arizona
•Pulled down at least three rebounds in 14 contests
•Played at least 10 minutes in 16 games (season-high of 22 minutes, set four times)
•Had seven games with at least seven points scored
•Best overall game was a 10-point, eight-rebound effort at Arizona
•Scored eight points, grabbed six rebounds and was 4-4 from the foul line in 22 
minutes at ASU
•In 22 minutes v. Stanford (h), recorded seven points, six rebounds and two steals
•Grabbed a career-high 10 rebounds and scored eight v. UCSB

High School:  
•Played her last two seasons at Edison Academic Center at the IMG Academy in 
Bradenton, FL, where she averaged 12 points, 10 rebounds, one steal and 1.5 assists 
per game as a senior 

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 30-15 370/12.3 44-104 .423 27-54 .500 94/3.1 5 2 7 115 3.8
’06-07 31-0 321/10.4 35-93 .376 28-63 .444 84/2.7 0 7 8 98 3.2
Totals 61-15 691/11.3 79-197 .401 55-117 .470 178/2.9 5 9 15 213 3.5
Pac-10 34-11 380/11.2 34-104 .327 28-59 .475 102/3.0 2 4 10 96 2.8
3-point Shooting: 2008 — none; 2007 — none; Totals — none.

•2005 Florida All-State selection
•Played in the USA Youth Developmental Festival in 2005, winning a bronze medal
•Co-MVP of the 2005 adidas Tournament of Champions and MVP of the 2004 adidas 
Shootout
•Selected an adidas Top Ten Camp All-Star in 2005
•Named an underclass All-Star in 2004
•Attended Narbonne HS in Harbor City, CA in 2003 and 2002
•Played club basketball for FBC

Personal:  
•Full name: Moniquee Nicole Alexander
•Nickname is Mo
•Born on March 27, 1987 in Harbor City, CA
•Family: Guardians Chris and Flaxie Lewis, sister Raven, brothers Jer'Vaughn Johnson 
and Brandon Alexander
•Brother Jer'Vaughn plays basketball at Cal State Fullerton, and brother Brandon 
played football at San Diego State
•Cousin is Denver Broncos football player Daniel Graham, who won Super Bowl 
championships with New England in 2003 and 2004 
•Hobbies include cooking, swimming and shopping
•Lists her biggest athletic thrill as going to college
•Majoring in Afro-American Studies with a sociology concentration

Career Highs: 
Points - 11, last v. UC Riverside (12/21/07); Rebounds - 10 v. UC Santa Barbara 
(11/12/06); Assists - 2 at CS Northridge (11/14/07); Steals - 2, last v. USC (3/8/08); 
Blocks - 2, last v. USC (3/8/08); FG Made - 5, last v. Tenn. (12/18/07); 3-pt. FG Made -
none; FT Made - 4 at Arizona St. (1/18/07); Minutes - 22, last at CSUN (11/14/07)
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Getting To Know … Moniquee Alexander
The word that best describes me on the court is: A presence

The word that best describes me off the court is: Mayor

When I'm not playing basketball, you'll most likely see me: Socializing with other 
students on campus

You won't see me without: A smile

Nickname: Mo

The people I admire most are: My grandmother, my mom, Uncle Chris, Aunt Sherry 
and Aunt June

My hidden talent outside of basketball is: Giving advice

The talent I would most like to have is: Cheerleading

My favorite sport to watch outside of basketball is: Women's Volleyball

My most memorable moment on the court as a Bruin was: When we beat Stanford 
by 13 points and when I got to play in the breast cancer awareness game in honor 
of my mother. 

I chose my jersey #31 because: It was a more slimming number than my old #34

My favorite UCLA athlete, past or present, is: Josh Shipp

I am the best person on this team at: Telling stories

The best thing about being a Bruin is: The pride that you'll have forever

My favorite place on campus is: Northern Lights

My favorite class at UCLA was: Sociology 1 with Professor Anderson

One moment in history I wish I could have witnessed is: Rosa Parks not moving 
from the front of the bus

My favorite thing to do that is uniquely LA is: Shopping in the Alley

My favorite book is: Night by Elie Wiesel

My favorite website is: uclabruins.com 

My can't-miss TV show is: As Told By Ginger

Most people don't know this about me, but ... : I like classical music. It brings me 
zen.

After I'm fi nished playing basketball, I would like to: Have a healthy marriage and 
start a family

What is on your bucket list: Riding a horse

If I could have a superpower, it would be: Being invisible
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#24 Candice Brown
6-3 • Sophomore • Forward • Riverside, CA (Bishop Amat HS) 

UCLA Outlook: 
•Versatile player
•Can be effective inside and out

2008:  
•Saw action in 26 games and made two starts (at Oregon St. and at Oregon) 
•Scored four or more points in fi ve games with a best of six points in three games
•Had three or more rebounds in 12 games with a best of seven at USC
•Had 10 blocks on the season, including career-bests of two against USC in the Pac-10 
Tournament and at Oregon
•Played double fi gure minutes in 11 games, with a season-high of 29 at Oregon

High School:  
•Member of three CIF Southern Section Championship teams and two CIF State 
championship teams at Bishop Amat HS
•Honorable mention Street & Smith's All-American
•Three-year fi rst-team All-CIF and all-league selection
•Led her team to four State Finals appearances
•At the 2007 State Regional fi nal, held in Pauley Pavilion, she recorded 13 points, 18 
rebounds and seven blocked shots in 30 minutes of action.
•Averaged 12.7 points and 9.1 rebounds as a senior and earned second-team All-State 
and Del Rey League MVP honors

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 26-2 239/9.2 16-46 .348 8-21 .381 58/2.2 6 10 10 40 1.5
Pac-10 16-2 149/9.3 8-30 .267 4-11 .364 34/2.1 3 6 6 20 1.3
3-point Shooting: 2008 —  0-0 (.000).

•Averaged 12.5 points, 7.6 rebounds and 2.3 blocked shots per game as a junior
•2006 CIF Southern Section III-A Co-Player of the Year and All-State selection
•Played club ball with fellow Bruin teammates Nina Earl and Darxia Morris at FBC, 
which won the 2006 adidas Tournament of Champions
•2006 adidas Top Ten All-Star 

Personal:  
•Full name: Candice Therez Brown
•Born on January 28, 1989 in Los Angeles, CA
•Family: Parents Kerry Brown and Teri Tillman, brother Xavier, sister Morgan
•Hobbies include shopping, lounging and networking
•English major
•Career objective is to become an entertainment lawyer

Career Highs: 
Points - 6, last at Oregon (2/23/08); Rebounds - 7 at USC (1/19/08); Assists - 1, last 
vs. USC (3/8/08); Steals - 2, last vs. USC (3/8/08); Blocks - 2, last vs. USC (3/8/08); 
FG Made - 3 v. Southern (12/2/07); 3-pt. FG Made - none; FT Made - 2, last vs. 
USC (3/8/08); Minutes - 29 at Oregon (2/23/08)
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Getting To Know … Candice Brown 
The word that best describes me on the court is: Composed

The word that best describes me off the court is: Fabulous

After I'm fi nished playing basketball, I would like to: Become a corporate attorney

The talent I'd most like to have is: Drawing

The best advice I've ever received was: "Just smile; it will get you further than any 
other skill." My smile does get me out of a lot of trouble.

The person I most admire is: My grandpa Will

My pregame rituals are: Taking a really hot shower and napping

My best asset on the basketball court is: Understanding the game well enough to 
help my teammates, play to my talents and expose the weakness of my opponents. 

The person I would most like to play one-on-one against is: Kobe Bryant, and 
then David Beckham

What has impressed me the most about Coach Caldwell?: The sense of positive 
morality which I think has taken her from just being a coach to being a role model. 

I chose my jersey #24 because: It is Kobe Bryant's jersey number

You won't see me without: A purse and my phone

My favorite UCLA event to attend is: Bruin Bash

If I could play another sport at UCLA, it would be: Volleyball

If I had three wishes, I would wish for: All the money in the world, World Peace, and 
an end to all illnesses.

The greatest risk I've taken is: Cutting my hair off

My favorite things to do that are uniquely LA are: Lunch dates and shopping

My favorite class at UCLA was: Art History 54 (Modern Art)

I was most star-struck meeting: Kobe Bryant. The fi rst time I met him I thought I was 
going to pass out. But I didn't. How tacky would that have been?

My specialty in the kitchen is: White wine pasta with sun dried tomatoes and 
shrimp.

If I could star in a movie with anyone, it would be with: James Bond

My can't-miss TV show is: The Hills

If I could be on the cover of any magazine, it would be: Vogue

My worst habit is: Being overly organized

Returning Player Biographies 
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#21 Doreena Campbell
5-10 • Sophomore • Guard • Alexandria, VA (Thomas A. Edison HS) 

UCLA Outlook: 
•Provides team leadership and solid, consistent play
•Gets team in the offense

2008:  
•Named to the fi rst-team Pac-10 All-Freshman team
•Named honorable mention All-Pac-10
•Started all 30 games she played in (sat out at Arizona with ankle sprain)
•Played at least 30 minutes in 20 games
•Had 22 games with no more than one turnover and fi ve games with no turnovers
•Had 13 double digit scoring games, with high of 15 points against Maryland
•Her 101 assists led the team and ranked sixth on the all-time UCLA freshman list
•Dished out a career-high eight assists at Arizona State
•Her .434 three-point shooting % led team; ranked second on all-time freshman list
•Ranked eighth in the Pac-10 in assists (3.37), fourth in assist/turnover ratio (1.68) 
and 17th in minutes played (30.83)
•Led the team in rebounding in fi ve games and had career-highs of eight boards 
three times
•Recorded seven steals in the season opener at Cal State Northridge
•Member of Director's Honor Roll in Fall 2007

High School:  
•Led her Thomas A. Edison HS team to a four-year record of 104-9, four district titles, 
two regional titles and a state runner-up fi nish during her prep career
•Finished her career ranked No. 5 in Virginia high school history in scoring with 2,237 
points and No. 2 in assists with 566 assists 
•Scored in double fi gures in all 113 high school games
•Three-time team captain
•Two-time EA Sports fi rst-team All-American 

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 30-30 925/30.8 101-238 .424 37-48 .771 127/4.2 101 4 47 262 8.7
Pac-10 17-17 539/31.7 54-134 .403 24-30 .800 80/4.7 59 0 25 143 8.4
3-point Shooting: 2008 —   23-53 (.434).

•Averaged 19.7 points, 7.2 rebounds, 4.9 assists and 4.3 steals a game as a senior and 
led the National District in scoring with 413 points
•Scored a career-high 31 points and grabbed 13 rebounds in a Virginia AAA quarterfi nal 
playoff game and added 23 points in the state semifi nal victory
•First-team all-region, all-state and all-area selection as a junior and senior
•2006 District Player of the Year
•As a sophomore, earned fi rst-team all-state and all-region honors and was the MVP 
of the National District Tournament
•As a freshman, earned honorable mention all-state and All-Met honors and was named 
the district's Rookie of the Year and selected to the fi rst-team All-Defense team 
•Averaged 22 points, 5.3 assists and seven rebounds for the Potomac Valley Virginia 
Cardinals that fi nished ninth at the AAU Junior Nationals 

Personal:  
•Full name: Rachael Doreena Campbell
•Born on July 3, 1989 in Wiesbaden, Germany
•Family: Parents James and Regina Campbell, brothers Jeremy and James
•Admires former NBA and college great "Pistol" Pete Maravich
•Hobbies include watching movies, playing the guitar, fi shing and boating 
•Member of the National Honor Society 
•Physiological Science major with a career interest in medicine

Career Highs: 
Points - 15 v. Maryland (11/25/07); Rebounds - 8, last at Oregon (2/23/08); As-
sists - 8 at Arizona St. (12/28/07); Steals - 7 at CS Northridge (11/14/07); Blocks 
- 2 v. Idaho St. (12/1/07); FG Made - 6, last v. Maryland (11/25/07); 3-pt. FG Made 
- 4 v. Arizona (3/1/08); FT Made - 8 at Arizona St. (12/28/07); Minutes - 38, last at 
Washington (1/10/08)
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Getting To Know … Doreena Campbell 
The word that best describes me on the court is: Versatile

The word that best describes me off the court is: Dedicated

Nickname: Do

Most people don't know this about me, but: I enjoy jet-skiing and scubadiving

My hidden talent outside of basketball is: Playing guitar

The person I most admire is: My father

My best asset on the basketball court is: Court awareness

The word that best describes this team is: Energized

The toughest person to play against in practice is: Tierra

I came to UCLA because: I wanted to live in a different state and meet people with 
diverse backgrounds

The best advice I've ever received is: To enjoy life as it comes, the good, the bad, 
and the unique moments

If I could play another sport at UCLA, it would be: Golf

My favorite thing to do that is unique about LA is: Eat at Roscoe's Chicken & 
Waffl es

You won't see me without: My scooter

My last meal would be: Maryland blue crabs

Ten years from now, I would like to be: A physician

My favorite class at UCLA was: WAC 22 - The Study of Folklore

My can't-miss TV show is: Grey's Anatomy

Favorite artist or band: Janis Joplin

Favorite book: The House of Spirits

Favorite quote: "A prayer for the wild at heart, kept in cages." - Tennessee Williams

One moment in history I wish I could have witnessed is: Woodstock '69

The one thing I would most like to improve about myself is: Procrastination

When I'm not playing basketball, you'll most likely see me: Watching movies

Favorite website: imdb.com

What is on your bucket list?: Skydiving

If I could have a superpower, I would like to have: Time travel to visit each con-
tinent

Returning Player Biographies 
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#1 Nina Earl
6-1 • Sophomore • Forward • Pomona, CA (Diamond Ranch HS) 

UCLA Outlook: 
•Versatile player who attacks on offense and defense
•Knows how to score in different ways
•Gets after it on the defensive end

2008:  
•Named to the honorable mention Pac-10 All-Freshman and All-Defensive teams
•Tied for second on the team and 20th in the Pac-10 in scoring (8.7 ppg)
•Saw action in all 31 games with 15 starts
•Scored in double fi gures in 11 contests and led the team in scoring fi ve times
•Played at least 20 minutes in 24 games
•Had 12 games with at least two steals
•Recorded her fi rst collegiate double-double with a 23-point, 10-rebound effort at 
Arizona
•Scored an additional 17 points in the home win over Arizona
•In her fi rst career start, scored 17 points against Cal Poly

High School:  
•Totaled 2,291 points, 906 rebounds, 298 assists and 544 steals in four years at 
Diamond Ranch HS
•Averaged 21.6 points, 6.7 rebounds, 3.1 assists, 3.8 steals and 1.1 blocks as a senior 
•Two-time CIF Player of the Year and Cal Hi Sports All-State selection; a three-time 
league MVP
•MVP of the CIF vs. City All-Star game
•Led her team to the 2007 CIF title game, where she scored 35 points 
•Scored at least 20 points in 16 games

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 31-15 749/24.2 106-251 .422 52-96 .542 105/3.4 39 5 47 271 8.7
Pac-10 18-13 461/25.6 56-146 .384 32-54 .593 67/3.7 24 3 30 147 8.2
3-point Shooting: 2008 —  7-28 (.250).

•Averaged 19.0 points, 7.2 rebounds, 2.6 assists, 3.8 steals and 1.5 blocks as a junior and 
earned Street & Smith's and Rise Magazine honorable mention All-America honors
•Led her team to the 2006 CIF 3AA championship
•As a sophomore, averaged 20.6 points, 9.8 rebounds and 4.7 steals per game
•Started 27 games as a freshman and averaged 15 points and seven rebounds
•Played club basketball for FBC, which won 2006 adidas Tournament of Champions
•Lettered one season in track and fi eld, competing in the 4x400 relay and 400m 

Personal:  
•Full name: Nina Ann-Marie Earl
•Born on January 16, 1989 in Upland, CA
•Family: Parents Michael Earl and Jennifer Lyons, brothers Michael, Jonathan and 
Benjamin
•Cousin is former UCLA football great Kenny Easley
•Lists her biggest athletic thrill as winning the 2006 CIF 3AA Championship
•Has baked an award-winning caramel cake 
•Hobbies include shopping, listening to music and playing basketball 
•Knows American Sign Language
•Interested in Business-Economics as a possible major

Career Highs: 
Points - 23 at Arizona (12/30/07); Rebounds - 10 at Arizona (12/30/07); Assists - 4 v. 
Oregon St. (1/26/08); Steals - 4, last v. USC (3/8/08); Blocks - 1, last v. Wash. St. (2/8/08); 
FG Made - 8 at Arizona (12/30/07); 3-pt. FG Made - 2 v. UC Riverside (12/21/07); 
FT Made - 6 at Arizona (12/30/07); Minutes - 38 at Arizona (12/30/07)
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Returning Player Biographies 

Getting To Know … Nina Earl
The word that best describes me on the court is: Determined

The word that best describes me off the court is: Loyal

My nicknames are: Spider or Bones

My hidden talents outside of basketball are: Soccer and baking cakes

You won't see me without: My phone

My pregame ritual is: Taking a nap

I started playing basketball because: My brothers and dad used to always play, and 
I felt left out and joined a team of my own 

After I'm fi nished playing basketball, I'd like to: Get my Ph.D

The person I admire most is: My mother

I chose my jersey #1 because: I have had the number since high school, and numbers 
tend to stick with you. I also love Tracy McGrady, and he is also number 1.

The word that best describes this team is: Fun   

Which teammate will surprise people this year and why?: Darxia will surprise people 
this year because she has been working really hard recovering from knee surgery, and 
she is more anxious than ever.

What has impressed me the most about Coach Caldwell?: Her composure 

The best advice I've ever received is: Don't get upset over things that you cannot 
control.

The best thing about our home games is: The Band!

Favorite book: Go Ask Alice

Favorite NBA player: Russell Westbrook

My can't-miss TV shows are: The Hills and Making the Band 4

What gets the most play on my iPod? Neyo and Rihanna

What sets UCLA apart from other basketball programs?: The pyramid of suc-
cess

My favorite UCLA event to attend is: Wooden Academy

My favorite class at UCLA was: Psychology 10

The biggest lesson I have learned at UCLA is: How to work and live with others

The best thing about being a Bruin is: Being able to say you are a part of the best 
University in the world. 
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#2 Tierra Henderson
5-10 • Senior • Guard • Pasadena, CA (Muir HS)

UCLA Outlook: 
•Tenacious defender and high-energy performer
•Has really developed her overall game
•Set career-bests in fi eld goal and free throw shooting percentage in 2008

2008:  
•Named to the fi rst-team All-Pac-10 Defensive team
•Saw action in 31 games and made 10 starts
•Tied for third overall in the Pac-10 in steals (2.0)
•10th in conference in shooting percentage in Pac-10 games only (.441)
•Had seven double-digit scoring games, with a best of 16 vs. Oregon State
•Handed out at least three assists in seven contests
•Played at least 20 minutes in 25 games
•Had 11 games with at least three steals

2007:  
•Starter in 31 of the team's 32 games
•Played at least 20 minutes in 28 contests
•Ranked fourth in the Pac-10 in steals (2.09/g)
•Scored at least eight points in nine games
•Had fi ve double-digit scoring games
•Scored a career-best of 11 points at Cal State Fullerton
•Credited with at least three assists in 15 games
•Handed out a career-best seven assists versus Washington State
•Registered at least two steals in 16 games
•Recorded a career-high seven steals vs. Gonzaga
•Averaged 6.3 points, 4.3 rebounds, 3.8 assists over the last 11 games of the year
•Member of Director's Honor Roll for Spring 2007

2006:  
•Came off the bench and saw action in all 32 games
•Played at least 10 minutes in 16 games
•Saw a season-high 19 minutes of action vs. Arizona State

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 31-10 747/24.2 95-227 .419 35-64 .547 102/3.3 58 1 62 237 7.6
’06-07 32-31 811/25.3 64-190 .337 24-45 .533 116/3.6 89 3 67 164 5.1
’05-06 32-0 313/9.8 14-34 .412 8-28 .286 44/1.4 7 0 17 36 1.1
Totals 95-41 1871/19.7 173-451 .384 67-137 .489 262/2.8 154 4 146 437 4.6
Pac-10 54-20 1101/20.4 107-265 .404 44-93 .473 148/2.7 91 3 82 276 5.1
3-point Shooting: 2008 —  12-54 (.222); 2007 — 12-43 (.279); 2006 — 0-2 (.000); Totals 24-99 (.242).

•Had a season-high four points in four different games
•Handed out a season-best two assists at Arizona

High School:  
•Averaged 16.6 points, 6.5 rebounds and 5.0 steals per game as a senior at Muir HS
•Had nine 20-point games with a career-high of 31 points 
•Had a career-best eight steals in a game as a senior
•Grabbed 12 offensive rebounds in a game during both her junior and senior years
•Took 22 charges in one season
•First-team All-CIF, All-Area, Pasadena Star News MVP and All-Pacifi c League after 
ranking 13th in the CIF Southern Section in steals (139) and 36th in scoring (466 
points) in 2004-05
•First-team all-league, all-area and all-state as junior
•Named Best Defensive Player on her Cal Sparks club team and averaged 10 points 
and nine rebounds per game
•Earned two letters on the Muir HS track and fi eld team and also played on the vol-
leyball and swimming teams

Personal:  
•Full name: Tierra Monay Henderson
•Born on May 6, 1987 in Pasadena, CA
•Family: Parents Vynell and Elaine Henderson, sister Brittany
•Admires WNBA standout Sheryl Swoopes
•Biggest thrill in sports came in a third round CIF playoff game when she held Rosary 
HS's leading scorer under 10 points and scored a game-high point total herself
•Majoring in Women's Studies

Career Highs: 
Points - 16 v. Oregon St. (1/26/08); Rebounds - 8 v. Gonzaga (11/24/06); Assists 
- 7, last v. Arizona (3/1/08); Steals - 7, last at Arizona (12/30/07); Blocks - 1, last vs. 
Cal Poly (11/20/07); FG Made - 8 v. Oregon St. (1/26/08); 3-pt. FG Made - 2, last v. 
Arizona (3/1/08); FT Made - 5, last at USC (1/19/08); Minutes - 35, last v. Arizona 
St., (2/28/08)
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Getting To Know … Tierra Henderson
The word that best describes me on the court is: Tenacious

The word that best describes me off the court is: Misunderstood

Most people don't know this about me, but: I am sensitive

My hidden talent outside basketball is: Being a good swimmer

Nickname: T

My career aspirations are to: Play in the WNBA or overseas

My favorite sports to watch outside of basketball are: Football and gymnastics

The person I admire most is: My dad

The best advice I've ever received is: Everything is earned, never given

When I played sports as a kid, I pretended to be: Michael Jordan

You won't see me without: My phone

I started playing basketball because: My parents wouldn't let me be a cheerleader

My pre-game rituals are: Watching the fi rst 30 minutes of "Madea's High School 
Reunion" and sleeping

I am the best person on this team at: Defense and being vocal

The toughest person to play against in practice is: Erica - she never stops run-
ning!

What has impressed me the most about Coach Caldwell?: Her determination 
with a "no quit" attitude

My favorite UCLA athlete, past or present, is: Jackie Robinson

The best thing about our home games is: The fans that come to support us

My coolest job was: Being a lifeguard

My favorite UCLA event to attend is: UCLA vs. USC Women's Volleyball home 
game

The athletes I admire most are: Ray Allen and Katie Smith

The best thing about being a Bruin is: The people you are surrounded with

After my UCLA career, I'd like to be remembered as: One of the best defensive 
players

10 years from now, I would like to be: A successful business-woman and a mom 
with a loving husband

If I had three wishes, I would wish for: Everlasting life, to be rich and for women to 
have equal rights as men in all aspects of life
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#23 Chinyere Ibekwe
6-4 • Senior • Center/Forward • Los Angeles, CA (Carson HS)

UCLA Outlook: 
•Athletic and aggressive post player who moves well 
•Can be a defensive stopper in the post 

2008:  
•Saw action in 28 games and made three starts
•Had season-highs of nine points at Stanford and nine rebounds at California
•Pulled down at least four rebounds in 17 contests
•Played at least 10 minutes in 14 games

2007:  
•Starter in all 32 games
•Made her fi rst career start in the opener against UC Santa Barbara
•Had eight double-fi gure scoring games and six double-fi gure rebounding games
•Recorded double-doubles vs. Gonzaga (21p, 11r) and California (13p, 12r)
•Scored at least seven points in 17 games, with a career-high of 21 against Gonzaga
•Grabbed at least eight rebounds in 12 games, (career-high of 13 at Arizona State) 
•Registered multiple blocked shots in six contests
•Sixth in the Pac-10 in offensive rebounds (2.78) and 11th in rebounding (6.6)
•Finished the season by making 36 or her last 65 fi eld goals (.554)
•Her 212 rebounds led the team (tied for eighth on all-time UCLA soph class list)
•Her 24 blocked shots ranked fi fth on the Bruins' all-time sophomore list

2006:  
•Came off bench for all 32 games and saw at least 10 minutes of action in 23 games
•Scored in double-digits in three games
•Over the last 12 games of the season, scored 68 points (5.7 average), grabbed 49 
rebounds (4.1), blocked nine shots (0.8) and made 29 of 55 fi eld goals (.527)
•Hit two big free throws with 27 seconds remaining in overtime to help clinch the Pac-
10 Tournament title vs. Stanford, the Bruins' second win over the Cardinal that year 
•Had nine of her 14 blocked shots in the last 12 games of the season
•Tied for the team lead with seven rebounds at Washington
•Tied for the team lead with 11 rebounds vs. UC Irvine

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 28-3 265/9.5 26-81 .321 24-37 .649 105/3.8 12 9 16 76 2.7
’06-07 32-32 652/20.4 99-197 .503 48-95 .505 212/6.6 9 24 28 246 7.7
’05-06 32-0 398/12.4 64-124 .516 32-68 .471 120/3.8 2 14 12 160 5.0
Totals 92-35 1315/14.3 189-402 .470 104-200 .520 437/4.8 23 47 56 482 5.2
Pac-10 54-21 787/14.6 106-230 .461 66-122 .541 267/4.9 12 26 33 278 5.2
3-point Shooting: 2008 —  0-0 (.000); 2007 — 0-2 (.000); 2006 — none; Totals 0-2.

High School:  
•Averaged 23.2 points, 12.9 rebounds and 3.7 blocked shots en route to receiving 
fi rst-team All-CIF City honors as a senior at Carson HS
•Had 11 20-point games, including a high of 30 points in a win over Banning HS
•Ranked fi fth in the LA City in points (348) and blocked shots (56) and 13th in re-
bounds with 193, including 96 offensive boards
•McDonald's All-America nominee
•All-City MVP, fi rst-team All-South Bay and Marine League MVP
•Participated in the 2004 adidas All-America camp
•Averaged 19 points and 15 rebounds as a junior, 15 points and 12 rebounds as a 
sophomore and 10 points and 10 rebounds as a freshman  
•Averaged 20 points, 13 rebounds and three blocks for club team OGDL

Personal:  
•Full name: Chinyere Christy Ibekwe
•Nickname is Rey Rey
•Born on December 2, 1987 in Los Angeles, CA
•Family: Parents Augustine and Agatha, older brothers Onyekachi (played basketball at 
Long Beach State from 2004-06 and earned an NFL contract as a rookie free agent 
with San Francisco in 2006) and Ekene (played basketball at Maryland from 2004-07), 
and younger sister Ify (sophomore basketball player at Arizona)
•The athletes she admires most are her two brothers, and she patterns her style of 
play after former NBA star Dennis Rodman
•Lists her biggest athletic thrill in sports as signing her letter-of-intent with UCLA
•Hobbies include modeling, dancing and acting
•Major is Afro-American Studies with a sociology concentration

Career Highs: 
Points - 21 v. Gonzaga (11/24/06); Rebounds - 13 at Arizona St. (1/18/07); Assists 
- 2, last at Oregon St. (2/21/08); Steals - 3, last v. Southern (12/2/07); Blocks - 3 v. 
Gonzaga (11/24/06); FG Made - 9 v. Gonzaga (11/24/06); 3-pt. FG Made - none; FT 
Made - 6 at CS Fullerton (11/30/06); Minutes - 32 v. Arizona St. (3/3/07)
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Getting To Know … Chinyere Ibekwe 
The three words that would best describe me are: Beautiful, strong, loving

One thing few people know about me is: I am a Nigerian Princess from Umaka, 
Nigeria

My hidden talents outside of basketball are: Braiding hair, modeling, dancing and 
acting

I chose my jersey number #23 because: I love Michael Jordan. He is the greatest 
player ever.

The best thing about being a Bruin is: The unity and the positive environment. 

My most memorable moment on the court as a Bruin was: Experiencing the 
Pac-10 Tournament

My most memorable moment off the court as a Bruin was: Meeting John Wooden. 
That is a moment I would never replace.

My all-time UCLA women's basketball starting fi ve would be: Nikki Blue, me, Noelle 
Quinn, Lisa Willis, and Amanda Livingston

My favorite place on campus is: Coach Pam's offi ce

The athletes I admire most are: Onye Ibekwe and Ekene Ibekwe 

My favorite road trip as a Bruin was: Arizona because I get to see my little sister

My favorite class at UCLA was: Theater 20 (Acting Fundamentals)

My favorite UCLA event to attend is: Men's basketball games

If I could play another sport at UCLA, it would be: Volleyball. I think I would do 
well.

My career aspirations are to: Go to the WNBA and become a famous supermodel

The greatest risk I've taken is: Getting into the ocean in Hawaii

My most prized possession is: My Bible

You won't see me without: My earrings, my purse and my hair done

After my UCLA career, I'd like to be remembered as: The fi rst female to dunk 
in Pauley

Which celebrity was I most star-struck meeting?: I don't get star-struck when I meet 
famous people. They are human, just like me, and they breathe the same air as me.

My specialty in the kitchen is: Hot Pockets

My favorite website is: Model Mayhem

What is hanging on my bedroom wall?: Hello Kitty stickers

If my room was on fi re, I would grab on the way out: My baby pictures



34  2008-09 UCLA Women's Basketball

Returning Player Biographies 

#3 Darxia Morris
5-8 • Sophomore • Guard • Pasadena, CA (Muir HS) 

UCLA Outlook: 
•Can be the pulse of the team
•Has the leadership skills to run a team

2008:  
•Named to honorable mention Pac-10 All-Freshman and All-Defensive teams
•Ranked ninth in the Pac-10 in steals (1.64)
•Saw action in 28 games with 12 starts
•Scored in double fi gures in nine contests
•Led all players with 19 points on 9-for-11 shooting from the fi eld in the Pac-10 
Tournament game against USC 
•Scored a team-high 20 points and matched her career-best with fi ve assists in the 
upset win over Stanford
•Two days after the Stanford game, she totaled 14 points, including 12 in the second half, 
before going down with knee injury vs. Cal and subsequently missed three games
•Led all players with a career-best 21 points and added four rebounds, four assists 
and four steals vs. Cal Poly
•Had 12 games with at least three assists and 13 games with at least two steals
•Played at least 20 minutes in 17 games

High School:  
•Member of three league championship teams at John Muir HS
•Averaged 14.9 points, 5.4 rebounds, 2.9 assists and 4.2 steals as a senior 
•Two-time fi rst-team All-CIF selection 
•Pasadena Star-News Player of the Year in 2007

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 28-12 558/19.9 82-205 .400 42-66 .636 60/2.1 66 6 46 209 7.5 
Pac-10 15-4 269/17.9 37-94 .394 20-32 .625 30/2.0 30 3 21 94 6.3
3-point Shooting: 2008 —  3-17 (.176).

•MVP of Monrovia Tournament and all-tournament at Ayala Christmas Tournament
•Won the three-point contest at the Pasadena Star-News All-Star game 
•As a freshman, her team fi nished as the CIF runner-up
•Played club basketball for FBC, which won 2006 adidas Tournament of Champions
•Named MVP of the 2006 California Classic
•Participated in the Elite 100 Superstar Camp, adidas Top Ten All-America Camp, EA 
Sports National Camp and the Deep South Classic
•Lettered in softball one season as an outfi elder 

Personal:  
•Full name: Darxia Zenobia Morris
•Born on October 9, 1989 in Pasadena, CA
•Family: Parents Darrell Morris and Angela Myles, sister Dareishia
•Lists her biggest athletic thrill as signing her letter of intent and fulfi lling her dream 
of playing Division I basketball
•Admires former NBA great Michael Jordan 
•Hobbies include listening to good music and hanging out with friends

Career Highs: 
Points - 21 v. Cal Poly SLO (11/20/07); Rebounds - 6 v. UC Riverside (12/21/07); 
Assists - 5, last v. Washington (2/10/08); Steals - 6 at Arizona (12/30/07); Blocks - 1, 
last at California (1/31/08); FG Made - 9 v. USC (3/8/08); 3-pt. FG Made - 1, last 
v. USC (3/8/08); FT Made - 7 v. Cal Poly SLO (11/20/07); Minutes - 33 at Arizona 
St. (12/30/07)
 



2008-09 UCLA Women's Basketball  35  

Returning Player Biographies 

Getting To Know … Darxia Morris
The word that best describes me on the court is: Competitive

The word that best describes me off the court is: Lovable

Most people don't know this about me, but: I'm really goofy

Nickname: Rexy

My hidden talent outside of basketball is: Drawing

The talent I'd most like to have is: Singing

The person I admire most is: My mother

When I'm not playing basketball, you'll most likely see me: Hanging with my 
friends

My favorite sport to watch other than basketball is: Football

You won't see me without: My phones and iPod

What has impressed me the most about Coach Caldwell?: How much knowledge 
she has for the game

I came to UCLA because: I always wanted to be a Bruin.

The best thing about being a Bruin is: The people that you meet

My favorite place on campus is: Pauley Pavilion or the Wooden Center

 The member of the UCLA basketball team that I would like to trade places with 
for a day is: Moniquee because she's tall, and if I were that tall, I would be dunking.

My favorite UCLA athlete, past or present, is: Baron Davis

My pregame rituals are: Watching the Ultimate Jordan DVD and listening to music

If I could play another sport at UCLA it would be: Softball 

When I played sports as a kid, I pretended to be: Michael Jordan

My specialty in the kitchen is: Taco casserole

If I could star in a movie with anyone, it would be with: Chris Brown in a romance 
movie

My favorite website is: YouTube

If I could be on the cover of any magazine, it would be: Vibe

My worst habit is: Biting my nails

The best advice I've ever received is: Treat people how you want people to treat 
you.
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#4 Christina Nzekwe
6-4 • Sophomore • Forward / Center • Seattle, WA (Chief Sealth HS) 

UCLA Outlook: 
•A hard-working team player with a great attitude
•Can be successful inside and outside

2008:  
•Saw action in all 31 games off the bench
•Scored at least six points in seven contests
•Played double fi gure minutes in 25 games
•Had 11 blocks overall, including one in each of the last fi ve games of the season
•Pulled down at least four rebounds in 11 games 
•Led the team in rebounding twice 
•Tied her career-high with eight points and added seven rebounds and a career-high 
four steals at Washington
•Member of the Director's Honor Roll in the fall of 2007

High School:  
•Played at Chief Sealth HS, winning two State titles in 2005 and 2006
•Averaged 10 points and 11 rebounds as a senior 
•Scored 15 points in the State 3A championship game 
•As a junior, was named to the Washington State 3A All-Tournament team
•Ranked third in the 2006 3A Tournament with a 12.0 rebound average and was fourth 
with averages of 4.0 steals and 2.0 blocks
•First-team 3A All-State by Associated Press and second-team All-State by the Seattle 
Times as a junior

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 31-0 392/12.6 30-87 .345 34-52 .654 95/3.1 12 11 24 94 3.0
Pac-10 18-0 205/11.4 13-42 .310 22-33 .667 46/2.6 5 5 12 48 2.7
3-point Shooting: 2008 —  0-2 (.000).

•Selected Metro League MVP in 2006  
•Had a quadruple-double in a 2005 game, recording 17 rebounds, 10 points, 11 as-
sists and 12 steals
•As a freshman, was named All-Tournament at the Oregon City HS Tournament and 
helped her team with the high school division
•Lettered in volleyball as a blocker one season and lettered in track & fi eld for three 
seasons, running the 200m and 400m 

Personal:  
•Full name: Christina I Nzekwe
•Born on March 17, 1989 in Lowell, MA
•Family: Mother Barbara Nzekwe, brother Sylvester
•Lists her biggest athletic thrill as just getting the chance to go to college and having 
the opportunity for an education as well as to compete in a sport
•Admires WNBA player Tamika Catchings 
•Hobbies include math and going to the movies
•Interested in a career in engineering/sports analysis 

Career Highs: 
Points - 8 at Washington (1/10/08); Rebounds - 8 v. Cal Poly SLO (12/20/07); As-
sists - 2, last v. Arizona (3/1/08); Steals - 4 at Washington (1/10/08); Blocks - 1, last v. 
Stanford (3/9/08); FG Made - 3, last v. Washington (2/10/08); 3-pt. FG Made - none; 
FT Made - 4 at Washington (1/10/08); Minutes - 20 at BYU (12/15/07)
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Getting To Know … Christina Nzekwe
The word that best describes me on the court is: Baller

The word that best describes me off the court is: Quiet

The word that best describes this basketball team is: Intense

The talent I would most like to have is: Dancing

I admire: My mom and God

When I played sports as a kid, I pretended to be: Blossom from the Powerpuff 
Girls

The member of the UCLA basketball team that I would like to trade places with 
for a day is: Mo because she is very outgoing

The toughest people to play against in practice are: Doreena and Mo

What has impressed me the most about Coach Caldwell is: Her passion for the 
game and how she brings that out of us

The best thing about road trips is: Seeing different places other than your own

My favorite UCLA athlete, past or present, is: Noelle Quinn

I pattern my play after: Tamika Catchings

My favorite sports to watch outside of basketball are: Tennis and football

If I could play another sport at UCLA it would be: Volleyball or track

My favorite thing to do that is unique about LA is: Enjoying the sun

The reality show I would most like to be a contestant on is: Dancing with the 
Stars

Favorite singers: Alicia Keys and Jennifer Hudson

My specialty in the kitchen is: Pasta

My coolest job was: Working in Pauley Pavilion

The superpower I would most like to have is: The ability to fl y

If I had three wishes, I would wish for: A car, peace and winning an NCAA cham-
pionship

The biggest lesson I have learned at UCLA is: Sometimes you have to do things 
on your own

The thing I would most like to improve about myself is: To be a little more outgo-
ing

After my UCLA career, I'd like to be remembered as: A good student-athlete

After I'm fi nished playing basketball, I would like to: Work in civil engineering
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#10 Allison Taka
5-8 • Junior • Guard • Culver City, CA (Culver City HS) 

UCLA Outlook: 
•Hard-working player who provides leadership
•One of UCLA's better perimeter shooters

2008:  
•Saw action in fi ve games (at CS Northridge, Cal Poly SLO, Southern, at Washington 
State, USC in Pac-10 tournament) 
•Scored one point vs. Southern in Nevada Classic
•Handed out three assists at Washington State
•Had two assists vs. USC
•Earned a spot on the Athletic Director's Honor Roll all three quarters in 2007-08

2007:  
•Saw action in eight games 
•Scored two points vs. Washington State at the Pac-10 Tournament
•Recorded one assist at UC Irvine and at UC Riverside
•Scored her fi rst career points vs. Gonzaga 
•Earned a spot on the Director's Honor Roll all three quarters

High School:  
•Played at Culver City HS for coach Jack Nakanishi 
•Averaged 16.1 points, 5.5 rebounds, 4.0 assists and 2.9 steals per game as a senior
•Led the league in assist average her senior season
•Served as team captain as a junior and senior
•Named the 2006 Ocean League Most Outstanding Player

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 5-0 28/5.6 0-2 .000 1-4 .250 1/0.2 6 0 2 1 0.2
’06-07 8-0 26/3.3 0-3 .000 4-4 1.000 1/0.1 2 0 0 4 0.5
Totals 13-0 54/4.2 0-5 .000 5-8 .625 2/0.2 8 0 2 5 0.4
Pac-10 2-0 10/5.0 0-0 .000 0-0 .000 1/0.5 3 0 0 0 0.0
3-point Shooting: 2008 —  0-1 (.000); 2007 — 0-3 (.000); Totals —  0-4 (.000).

•First-team All-Ocean League as a junior
•First-team All-Pioneer League selection as a sophomore and second-team as a 
freshman
•Had 11 20-point games, including a career-high of 30 points in a win over Banning 
HS
•Played club basketball for Hoop4Life 

Personal:  
•Full name: Allison Fumie Taka
•Born on July 30, 1988 in Los Angeles, CA
•Family: Parents Gary and Karen Taka, brother John
•Both parents attended UCLA, and her mother Karen works on campus
•Two cousins and an aunt and uncle also attended UCLA
•Lists her biggest athletic thrill as signing her letter-of-intent with UCLA
•The athlete she admires most is Phoenix Suns point guard Steve Nash
•Patterns her style of play after former UCLA point guard Natalie Nakase
•Hobbies include listening to music, drawing and photography
•Majoring in Sociology

Career Highs: 
Points - 2, last v. Washington St. (3/2/07); Rebounds - 1, last at Washington St. 
(1/12/08); Assists - 3 at Washington St. (1/12/08); Steals - 1 v. USC (3/8/08); Blocks 
- none; FG Made - none; 3-pt. FG Made - none; FT Made - 2, last v. Washington 
St. (3/2/07); Minutes - 10 v. Southern (12/2/08)
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Getting To Know … Allison Taka 
I chose my jersey #10 because: When I fi rst started to play basketball when I was 
six, I chose to be #10 because I thought that being ten years old was a cool age.  I 
was never #10 after that, and I thought it would be fi tting to begin my college career 
with the number I got started in. 

My hidden talent outside of basketball is: Playing the fl ute

When I'm not playing basketball, you'll most likely see me: Studying

You won't see me without: My contacts or glasses, because without them I'd run 
into things

I started playing basketball because: My dad played and got me into it. He's been 
coaching me ever since!

My pregame rituals are: Take a nap and then get to the gym early to shoot around

The word that best describes this team is: Unpredictable   

Which teammate will surprise people this year and why?: Erica, because she's 
worked so hard in the off season and is coming in with more confi dence

The toughest person to play against in practice is: Tierra is tough to play against 
because of her intense defense, and Doreena is tough to guard because she can score 
from anywhere.

I am the best person on this team at: Stressing out during fi nals     

What has impressed me the most about Coach Caldwell?: She has a vision for our 
team and has already begun to push us in the right direction to be successful. Most 
importantly, she is very understanding, straightforward, and genuine; what you see is 
what you get with Coach Nikki!  

The biggest lesson I have learned at UCLA is: You can't control how other people 
act, but you can choose how you compose yourself    

My hero is: My dad

After my UCLA career, I'd like to be remembered as: A hard worker and a good 
teammate

The best thing about road trips is: Visiting new places that I would otherwise never 
see

My favorite road trip as a Bruin was: To BYU; it was my fi rst time seeing real snow 
and making a snowball!

My favorite UCLA athlete, past or present, is: Natalie Nakase

What sets UCLA apart from other basketball programs?: UCLA is the absolute 
best combination of athletics and academics
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#13 Erica Tukiainen
6-0 • Junior • Guard • Los Angeles, CA (Windward HS) 

UCLA Outlook: 
•Versatile all-around player
•Hard-working athlete and excellent student
•Has good outside shooting range

2008:  
•Saw action in all 31 games and started 22 games, including 15 of the last 16
•Played double fi gure minutes in 26 games
•Appeared in 22 games in which she made one turnover or less
•Had three double-digit scoring games, with a high of 12 at Washington St.
•Made fi rst career start at Cal State Northridge and scored 10 points with career-
highs in rebounds (nine) and assists (four)
•Named honorable mention Pac-10 All-Academic
•Earned a spot on the Athletic Director's Honor Roll in Winter & Spring of 2008
•Team co-captain

2007:  
•Saw action off the bench in all 32 games
•Hit 11 of 27 shots from three-point range (.407) and made multiple three-point 
shots in three contests
•Had two double-digit scoring games with 12 points vs. Cal and 11 points vs. USC
•Scored at least seven points in seven games 
•Pulled down at least two rebounds in 11 games, (season-high of fi ve vs. Stanford)
•Played at least 10 minutes in 17 games, with a high of 21 vs. Arizona 
•Her 12 points, including six in a 30-second span, and defense (two big steals) keyed 
the comeback win at home over Cal
•Earned a spot on the Director's Honor Roll all three quarters

High School:  
•Led her Windward HS teams to a combined 93-18 record, four league titles, a State 
Championship appearance and a CIF 4A title in 2006 
•Averaged 17.5 points, 10.0 rebounds, 4.5 steals, 4.0 assists and 2.5 blocks per game 
as a senior and was named league MVP, CIF Player of the Year, fi rst-team All-State and 
honorable mention All-American by McDonald's and Nike

Career Statistics
Year G-Gs Min/Avg Fg-Fga Pct. Ft-A Pct. Reb./Avg. A B St  TP Avg
’07-08 31-22 490/15.8 47-135 .348 33-44 .750 64/2.1 28 2 17 143 4.6
’06-07 32-0 344/10.8 32-87 .368 13-29 .448 39/1.2 14 3 15 88 2.8
Totals 63-22 834/13.2 79-222 .356 46-73 .630 103/1.6 42 5 32 231 3.7
Pac-10 36-14 497/13.8 47-136 .346 34-55 .618 52/1.4 24 3 17 147 4.1
3-point Shooting: 2008 —  16-55 (.291); 2007 — 11-27 (.407); Totals —  27-82(.329).

•Scored a career-high 32 points against Carondelet HS and had 28 points and 13 
rebounds against Marlborough HS in the 2006 season
•Averaged 17.5 points, 10.5 rebounds, 5 assists and 5 steals as a junior while leading 
her team to the CIF 4A Finals
•League MVP, fi rst-team All-CIF, honorable mention All-State and McDonald's All-
American in 2005
•Averaged 19 points, 12.5 rebounds, 4.5 steals and 3.0 blocks as a sophomore and 
earned fi rst-team all-league and All-CIF acclaim
•As a freshman, averaged 18.5 points and 11.0 rebounds per game while earning fi rst-
team all-league and second-team All-CIF honors
•Also earned high school letters in volleyball, track and fi eld and cross country
•Played for the Nike Swish Club team (black) and was named all-tournament at the Nike 
Tournament of Champions in Arizona at the Oregon Trail AAU Tournament in 2005
•Member of Finland's National Team for 15-18 year-olds from 2000-02 and competed 
in the World Youth Championships and the European Championship Tournament for 
18-and-unders 

Personal:  
•Full name: Erica Simone Tukiainen
•Born on January 7, 1987 in Helsinki, Finland
•Family: Mother Leena Tukiainen, stepfather Basil Hewitt and brother Daniel
•Lists her biggest athletic thrill as having a very successful senior season in high 
school
•Admires NHL hockey player Teemu Selanne of the Anaheim Ducks 
•Hobbies include reading, listening to music and hanging out with family
•Can speak Finnish
•French major

Career Highs: 
Points - 12, last at Washington St. (1/14/08); Rebounds - 9 at CS Northridge (11/14/07); 
Assists - 4, last at Arizona (12/30/07); Steals - 3 v. Southern (12/2/07); Blocks - 1, 
last at Oregon St. (2/21/08); FG Made - 4, last at Stanford (2/2/08); 3-pt. FG Made 
- 2, last at Washington St. (1/12/08); FT Made - 5 at Oregon St. (2/21/08); Minutes 
- 27 at Washington (1/12/08)
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Getting To Know … Erica Tukiainen
The word that best describes me on the court is: Focused

The word that best describes me off the court is: Driven

The word that best describes this team is: Diverse

 Most people don't know this about me, but: I like to sing

My hidden talent outside of basketball is: Ice skating

Nickname: Tuki

When I'm not playing basketball, you'll most likely see me: Studying, eating or 
napping

The person I admire most is: My mother Leena Tukiainen

The best advice I ever received was: To be true to myself and remember my SISU 
(Finnish pride)

I started playing basketball because: I was a chubby kid who needed some exercise 
and socializing

Pre-game rituals: Taking naps and listening to the Zen of Golf

Which teammate will surprise people this year and why?: Christina Nzekwe - She 
has worked extremely hard this whole summer and expanded her range in her jumper. 
She will continue to bring her athletic presence, grabbing the rebounds but also offensively 
knocking down her shots and getting to the basket with her strong moves.

Who is the toughest person to play against in practice?: I think my toughest op-
ponent at practice is actually myself. It's always a challenge to stay focused and play 
with a high intensity. Moreover, it's important to stay positive despite the little mistakes 
that happen.

What has impressed me the most about Coach Caldwell?: Not only is she a leader,  
but her role has expanded to an educator for our team. She understands what it takes 
to become a champion, and she has created a vision for our team that we can reach 
with our hard work and dedication.

My most memorable moment on the court as a Bruin was: Beating Stanford my 
2nd year 

10 years from now, I would like to be: A doctor

If I could have a superpower, what would it be and why?: Healing people so I could 
help those in need.

The reason I love basketball is: The life-long lessons that can be used off the court

If I could be on the cover of any magazine it would be: Time

If I had three wishes, I would wish for: Health, Wealth and Wisdom
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#35 Rebekah Gardner
6-0 • Freshman • Guard • Upland, CA (Ayala HS)

UCLA Outlook: 
•Dynamic offensive mind-set
•Can be a very good rebounder from the guard position

High School:  
•Attended Ayala HS in Chino Hills, CA and played for coach Mel Sims
•Her high school team was 2008 CIF Southern Section Runners-up (Division IIA)
•Team won 2007 CIF Southern Section Championship (Division IIA)
•Named CIF Division IIA co-Player of the Year in 2007 (Div. IIA)
•Averaged 19.7 points, 8.1 rebounds, 3.9 steals and 3.1 assists as a senior
•Named three-time Area MVP by the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin
•EA Sports second-team All-America
•Averaged 22.9 points and 9.1 rebounds as a junior
•Earned All-State honors
•Averaged 28.7 points, 10.6 rebounds and 2.9 assists per game as a sophomore
•Four-time All-CIF and All-Sierra League selection
•Named to the fi rst-team All-State freshman team
•Named to the L.A. Times All-Star team following her junior and senior seasons
•Team captain
•Broke her high school's record for scoring

Personal:  
•Full name: Rebekah Jasmine Gardner
•Born on July 9, 1990 in Palm Springs, CA
•Family: Parents Enrique and Consuellen Gardner; has one sister, Rhema
•Cousin Touissant Tyler played football at Washington and with the Saints (NFL)
•Admires Candace Parker of the LA Sparks 
•Hobbies include swimming
•Her career objectives include becoming an ESPN announcer and a business owner

Getting To Know … Rebekah Gardner 
Nickname: Bekah

The word that best describes me on the court is: Determined

The word that best describes me off the court is: Easygoing

The people I most admire are: My parents

The athlete I admire most is: Michael Jordan

I chose my jersey #35 because: It was my high school number, and it is unique from 
all the other famous players. I can make it my own.

The best thing about being a Bruin is: It's so diverse, and we are presented with 
many different resources and opportunities.

What has impressed me the most about Coach Caldwell?: Her determination to 
want to win. 

After I'm fi nished playing basketball, I would like to: Be an announcer on ESPN 
and run a business

The best thing about road trips is: You get to bond with the team.

One moment in history I wish I could have witnessed is: When Martin Luther King 
gave his "I Have a Dream" speech.

My favorite UCLA athlete, past or present, is: Nikki Blue

When I'm not playing basketball, you'll most likely see me: At the mall.

What famous person was I most star-struck while meeting?: Chris Brown

My hidden talent outside of basketball is: Volleyball
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#11 Atonye Nyingifa
5-11 • Freshman • Guard/Forward • Torrance, CA (Redondo Union HS)

UCLA Outlook: 
•Has an aggressive style of play
•Versatile offensive player
•Can be a big plus on the boards

High School:  
•Attended Redondo Union HS in Redondo Beach, CA; played for Marcelo Enriquez
•Scored 2,192 points in her prep career
•Averaged 21.2 points and 12.2 rebounds as a senior
•Set school rebounding record as a senior
•Named CIF Co-Player of the Year following her senior (Division IA) and freshman 
(Div. IIA) years
•Won two CIF Southern Section championships (2008 - IA; 2005-IIA)
•Played and started in each game of her four-year varsity career
•Won four straight league titles
•EA Sports fi rst-team All-American
•Named second-team All-State by Max Preps as a senior and fi rst-team All-State by 
Cal-Hi Sports as a junior
•Averaged 16.8 points, 11.7 rebounds and 1.4 blocks per game as a junior
•Named South Bay Daily Breeze Player of the Year as a junior
•Averaged 18.8 points, 11.7 rebounds and 1.3 blocks as a sophomore
•Named Daily Breeze Player of the Year as a freshman at age 14, the youngest player 
ever to receive the honor
•Earned MVP honors in the 2006 and 2007 End of the Oregon Trail Tournaments
•Also a member of the track team (high jump, long jump, triple jump and 200m)

Personal:  
•Full name: Atonye Jennifer Nyingifa
•Born on December 8, 1990
•Family: Parents Jerry and Tracy Nyingifa; brother, Onate; sisters Amiete, Inara, 
Courtney
•Admires professional tennis player Serena Williams
•Hobbies include cooking, biking and basketball

Getting To Know … Atonye Nyingifa 
Nicknames: T, T-money, Tone, Tutu, Tuke, Toney

The word that best describes me on the court is: Electrifying

The word that best describes me off the court is: Happy

Who is the toughest person to play against in practice?: Tierra

My hidden talents outside of basketball are: Track and making people smile

My favorite sports to watch other than basketball are: Football and gymnastics

The people I admire most are: My mom, my dad and my older sister

My pregame rituals are: Jumping, singing, dancing and rapping

After my UCLA career, I'd like to be remembered as: The top rebounder in the 
Pac-10

I came to UCLA to: Get a good education and to be a part of a great team

The biggest lesson I have learned at UCLA so far is: Be on time

I am the best person on this team at: Team bondings

Ten years from now I'd like to be: A counselor

If I had three wishes, I would wish for: Money, to stop war and to end world 
hunger

What famous person was I most star-struck while meeting?: Beyonce

When I'm not playing basketball, you'll most likely see me: Sleeping, in the kitchen, 
or hanging with friends

If I could play another sport at UCLA it would be: Volleyball


