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UCLA WOMEN'S BASKETBALL: 2009-10 PROSPECTUS

2009-10 UCLA W. Basketball Schedule
Date Opponent Tentative Time 
11/9  Master's College (Exhibition) 7 p.m.
      Univ. of Iowa Hawkeye Classic (@Iowa City, IA)
11/14 vs. Illinois State  p.m.
11/15 vs. Iowa/Santa Clara  p.m.
11/19 Hawaii 7 p.m.
11/21 vs. Utah (at San Diego State)  p.m.
11/25 Princeton 7 p.m.
11/28 at Tennessee p.m.
12/3 at Kansas 7 p.m.
12/15 at UC Santa Barbara 7 p.m.
12/18 Texas Tech 7 p.m.
12/21 St. Mary's  p.m.
12/28 LMU 7 p.m.
1/1 at Arizona* p.m.
1/3 at Arizona State* p.m.
1/8 California* 7 p.m.
1/10 Stanford* p.m.
1/16 at USC* p.m.
1/21 at Washington State* p.m.
1/23 at Washington* p.m.
1/28 Oregon* 7 p.m.
1/30 Oregon State* p.m.
2/4 at Stanford* p.m.
2/6 at California*  p.m.
2/13 USC* 2 p.m.
2/18 Washington* 7 p.m.
2/20 Washington State* p.m.
2/25 at Oregon State* p.m.
2/27 at Oregon*  1 p.m. 
3/4 Arizona State* p.m.
3/6 Arizona*   p.m.
3/11-14 State Farm Pac-10 Tourn. @ USC
3/20-22   NCAA 1st/2nd Rds. (Albuquerque, NM; Tempe, AZ; Berke-
ley, CA; Seattle, WA; Knoxville, TN; Durham, NC; Talahassee, FL; Louisville, KY)

3/21-23   NCAA 1st/2nd Rds. (Ames, IA; Austin, TX; Cincinnati, OH; 

Minneapolis, MN; Norfolk, VA; Norman, OK; South Bend, IN; Pittsburgh, PA)

3/27&29    NCAA Regionals (Memphis, TN; Sacramento, CA)

3/28&30    NCAA Regionals (Dayton, OH; Kansas City, MO)

4/4&6 NCAA Final Four (San Antonio, TX)
*Times listed are local to game site and subject to change.

Final '08-09 Pac-10 Standings

Team Pac-10  Overall 
Stanford 17-1 33-5
California 15-3 27-7
Arizona State 15-3 26-9
Oregon State 9-9 20-12
UCLA 9-9 19-12
USC 9-9 17-15
Oregon 5-13 9-21
Arizona 4-14 12-19
Washington State 4-14 11-19
Washington  3-15 8-22
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DEPARTMENT OF INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

Bruins Return 10 for 2009-10, Add Two Top Recruits/Transfer— Head Coach Nikki Caldwell 
welcomes back 10 returning letterwinners for the 2009-10 season, including four starters. In fact, 
all 10 returners started at least one game last season, and they combined for a total of 120 starts 
a year ago.

The Bruins added two recruits signed in last year's early period, 6-1 forward/guard Markel Walker 
from Pittsburgh, PA Schenley HS and 5-4 point guard Mariah Williams from Aurora, CO Regis Jesuit 
HS. In addition, Jasmine Dixon, a 5-11 guard from Long Beach, CA Poly HS, transferred into UCLA dur-
ing the 2009 Winter Quarter from Rutgers. Dixon will be eligible to play in games in mid-December 
following the completion of the the 2009 Fall Quarter.

UCLA will begin play in the 2009-10 season with an Nov. 14 game against Illinois State in the fi rst 
round of the Hawkeye Classic at the University of Iowa. ISU posted a 27-8 record last season on their 
way to winning the regular season championship of the Missouri Valley Conference. Illinois State then 
advanced to the WNIT where it defeated Louisiana Tech, Marquette and Indiana before losing 75-72 
to Kansas in the tournament semifi nals. ISU has won at least 20 games the last three seasons. Santa 
Clara and host Iowa, an NCAA Tournament team last saosn,  complete the fi eld in the season-opening 
tournament. The Bruins will play their fi rst home contest against the University of Hawaii on Nov. 19. 
Princeton, Texas Tech, St. Mary's and LMU are also on the non-conference home schedule.

UCLA Returning Starters (# ’08-09 starts/career starts) — 
No. Name (starts in '08-09/career gs/career g) Pos. Ht. Cl. PPG RPG
4 Christina Nzekwe (17/17/60) F 6-4 Jr. 6.3 4.8
11 Atonye Nyingifa (16/16/31) F 5-11 So. 6.1 4.9
13 Erica Tukiainen (30/52/94) G 6-0 Sr. 8.3 3.1
21 Doreena Campbell (30/60/60) G 5-10 Jr. 12.9 4.0

Off The Bench 
No. Name ('08-09 g/career gs/career g) Pos. Ht. Cl. PPG RPG 
1 Nina Earl (31/19/62) F 6-1 Jr. 6.0 2.0
3 Darxia Morris (27/23/55) G 5-8 Jr. 8.1 2.2
10 Allison Taka (31/1/44) G 5-8 Sr. 2.5 0.3
24 Candice Brown (15/3/41) F 6-4 Jr. 1.6 1.4
31 Monique Alexander (30/24/91) C 6-6 Sr. 4.5 4.4
35 Rebekah Gardner (31/1/31) G 6-0 So. 4.4 1.8

Incoming Freshmen/Transfer
No. Name (HS Senior ppg/ rpg) Pos. Ht. Cl. High School (Hometown)  
5 Mariah Williams (11.8p/6.4a) G 5-4 Fr.         Regis Jesuit HS (Colorado Springs, CO)
23 Markel Walker (25.6 p/ 14.1 r) G/F 6-1 Fr. Schenley HS (Philadelphia, PA) 
33 Jasmine Dixon (14.1 p/10.4 r) G 5-11 So.R Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA)
 (transferred from Rutgers - appeared in fi ve games and averaged 3.2 pts. and 1.6 reb.)

Not Returning
No. Name (08-09 gp/career gs/ career gp) Pos. Ht. Cl. PPG RPG
2 Tierra Henderson (20/59/115) G 5-10 Sr. 6.3 4.1 
23 Chinyere Ibekwe (30/52/122) C 6-4 Sr. 4.9 6.2

What's Returning for 2009-10 — UCLA returns 10 of the 11 players on the 2008-09 roster which 
fi nished the season ... The Bruins return 79% of games started (122/155), 84% of the minutes played 
(5216/6220), 86% of the fi eld goals made (654/762), 98% of the three-point fi eld goals made (105/107), 
87% of the rebounds (1107/1269), 84% of the assists (320/382), 76% of the blocked shots (68/90), 
80% of the steals (266/333), 87% of the points scored (1,791/2,065).

All-Conference Honors — Guard Doreena Campbell was selected to the second-team All-Pac-10 
squad. Guard Erica Tukiainen was named honorable mention all-conference. Forward Atonye Nyingifa 
was named to the conference All-Freshman team, as well as the Pac-10 All-Tournament team.

Bruin Pac-10 Notes — With their fourth-place (tie) conference fi nish in 2008-09, the Bruins earned 
their eighth top-four conference fi nish in the last 12 seasons. Only Stanford, with 12 top-four fi nishes, 
has achieved a higher level of success in that period. Arizona State also has eight such fi nishes. 

Fresh Notes — Atonye Nyingifa was named to the Pac-10 All-Freshman team ...She was also se-
lected to the All-Pac-10 Tournament team ... She was invited to the May 2009 USA Basketball Trials 
for the U19 World University Games team ... She started the fi nal 16 games of the 2008-09 season. 



Rebekah Gardner ranked tied for third with 18 three-point shots made. She scored a 
career-best 13 points in the win over USC.

Making the Grade — Four returning members of the Bruin squad made the UCLA 
Athletic Director's Honor Roll (3.0 or better with at least 12 graded units) in the 2008 
Fall Quarter (Allison Taka, Erica Tukiainen, Rebekah Gardner, Monique Alexander). 
Taka continues her streak of making the Director's Honor Roll in every quarter of her 
academic career. Tukiainen has received her sixth honor roll distinction.

2008-09 Season Notes — UCLA's 19 wins matched the number for the 10th-best win 
total in school history. Included in the win total was a 71-56 verdict over then-No.4 
ranked Cal which marked the second straight season UCLA had upended a top-fi ve 
ranked opponent.

The Bruins fi nished with a 13-3 home record, the most wins a UCLA team has posted 
in Pauley Pavilion since the 1998-99 team produced the same mark. The 13 wins tied 
for the second-most wins ever in one home season.

The Bruins won as many as nine pre-season non-conference games for the fi rst time 
since 1986-87, the fi rst year for Pac-10 conference women's basketrball. The best 
previous total during that stretch was eight wins in 1998-99.

Last year's squad became just the third UCLA team to have won at least 14 games by 
Feb. 1 on the calendar --- the 1998-99 team won 17; the 1980-81 team won 19.

When Rice scored 64 points in a meeting during the 2008-09 season, it snapped a 
streak of fi ve straight opponents being held under 60 points. The last time UCLA 
held more that fi ve straight opponents to less than 60 points in a game was in the 
1976-77 season, when the Bruins held fi ve and six straight opponents to under 60 
points in two different streaks.

On Jan. 17, the Bruins surrendered a season-low 38 points to Arizona. It was the few-
est points allowed by a Bruin team since UCLA defeated Northern Arizona, 77-37, 
in 1987.

All 12 players on the Bruin roster earned at least one starting nod last season.

For the Record — UCLA was 17-1 during the 2008-09 season in games in which it 
led at the half. The Bruins were 13-1 in games in which they limited the opponent to 
less than 60 points. UCLA was 16-1 in games in which it outshot the opponent and 
18-1 in games in which it led with fi ve minutes left to play.

Pac-10 Ranked Bruins — Doreena Campbell fi nished the year ranked among the 
Pac-10 leaders in fi ve categories --- points (11th-12.9); assists (6th-3.7); free throw 
percentage (6th-.798); steals (T14th-1.4); assist / turnover ratio (6th-1.2).

Darxia Morris fi nished 15th in assists (2.5) and 13th in steals (1.4). Moniquee Alex-
ander was T11th in offensive rebounding (2.3).

In league games only, Campbell ranked seventh in scoring (14.0), sixth in assists 
(3.6), eighth in free throw percentage (.784), 10th in steals (1.5), third in three-point 
percentage (.432), eighth in assist / turnover ratio (1.2).

Bruin Pac-10 Team Ranking Highlights — The Bruin team fi nished among the top 
three in the Pac-10 in several categories ---  in offensive rebounds (1st-17.1), steals 
(1st-10.7), rebounding offense (2nd-40.9), rebounding margin (2nd-+8.7) , three-point 
fi eld goal defense (3rd-.320).

Impressive Incoming Freshmen — UCLA welcomes Markel Walker of Schenley HS 
in Pittsburgh, PA and Mariah Williams of Regis Jesuit HS in Aurora, CO to Westwood 
for the 2009-10 season. The signing of Walker and Williams last fall gave UCLA the 
No. 14 overall recruiting class by HoopGurlz.com.

Listed Bruins — 

•Doreena Campbell's three-point shooting % of .400 (26-65) ranks tied for eighth-
best in UCLA single season history

•Campbell's career 3-pt. % of .415 (49-118) is the best-ever by a UCLA player (min. 
100 attempts)

•Campbell is now listed fi fth on the all-time career free throw % list at .791

•Campbell's 112 assists in '08-09 was 7th-best season total by a UCLA sophomore

•Erica Tukiainen's three-pt. accuracy of .358 (54-151) is sixth on all-time school list

•The opponent scoring average of 61.6 points/g was third-lowest in school history

•The opponent shooting % of .401 was the seventh-lowest in school history

•The 107 three-pt. shots made last season were sixth-best total in school history

Staff Returns Intact — Coach Caldwell assembled an impressive staff featuring 
Stacie Terry, Tony Perotti and Tasha Butts and each are set to return for their second 
seasons in Westwood. 

UCLA Quick Facts

General Information
Mailing Address: .......................................... UCLA Athletic Department
  ............................................................................................ P.O. Box 24044 
  .................................................................Los Angeles, CA 90024-0044
Founded: .................................................................................................... 1919
Enrollment:  .................................................................................................. 38,500
Chancellor: .................................................................................... Dr. Gene Block
Athletics Director: ....................................................................Daniel Guerrero
Sr. Women's Administrator: ........................................................ Petrina Long
Conference:  ............................................................................................Pacifi c-10
Nickname:  ..................................................................................................... Bruins
Colors:  .............................................................................................Blue and Gold
Home Court: (Cap.):  .................................................Pauley Pavilion (12,819)
Athletics Dept. Phone: ..............................................................(310) 825-8699
Ticket Offi ce Phone: ................................................................(310) UCLA-WIN
Offi cial School Website: ...............................................www.uclabruins.com

Women's Basketball Coaching Staff
Head Coach:  .......................................................Nikki Caldwell (2nd season) 
Alma Mater: ............................................................................... Tennessee, 1994
Record at UCLA: ............................................................................................ 19-12
Asst. Coaches: ........................Tasha Butts (Tennessee, 2004) 2nd season, 
  ...........................................Tony Perotti (Tennessee, 1999) 2nd season,
  ..................................Stacie Terry (Texas-Arlington, 1998) 2nd season  
Dir. of Basketball Operations .............................Pam Walker (UCLA, 1985)
Basketball Offi ce Phone: .........................................................(310) 206-1925

2008-09 Season Numbers
Record:  ..........................................................19-12/ 9-9 (t-4th in Pac-10) 
Starters Returning / Lost: .......................................................................4/1
Letterwinners Returning / Lost: ........................................................ 10/2
Newcomers: ....................................................................................................3
Incoming Transfers: ......................................................................................1
Post-Season:  ..........................................................................................none
Final National Ranking:  ......................................................................none

Class Breakdown
Seniors: (3)  .................................................Moniquee  Alexander, 6-6, C
  ...................................................................................Allison Taka, 5-8, G
  ............................................................................ Erica Tukiainen, 6-0, G
Juniors: (5)  ......................................................... Candice Brown, 6-4, F/C
  .................................................................. Doreena Campbell, 5-10, G  
  ......................................................................................... Nina Earl, 6-1, F
  ................................................................................Darxia Morris, 5-8, G
  ....................................................................Christina Nzekwe, 6-4, F/C 
Sophomores: (3)  .............................................Jasmine Dixon, 5-11, G/F 
  ........................................................................Rebekah Gardner, 6-0, G
  ......................................................................... Atonye Nyingifa, 5-11 F
Freshmen: (2) ....................................................... Markel Walker, 6-1, G/F
  ...........................................................................Mariah Williams, 5-4, G
Sports Information
Contact 1: ................................................................................Steve Rourke
Offi ce Phone: ...................................................................... (310) 206-8187
Email:  .............................................................srourke@athletics.ucla.edu
Contact 2: ......................................................................................Liza David
Offi ce Phone: ...................................................................... (310) 206-8140
Email: ................................................................ ldavid@athletics.ucla.edu
Offi ce Fax:  ........................................................................... (310) 825-8664
Press Row Phone: .............................................................. (310) 825-1899

UCLA Basketball History
First Basketball Season: ...................................... 1974-75 (35 seasons)
All-Time Record: ..............................................................................604-412
NCAA Appearances / last appearance:  ........................... Nine / 2006

Media Information
Station ...............................................................................UCLABruins.com
Play-by-play announcer: .....................................................Dave Marcus
Color commentator: .............................................Michael Sondheimer
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Nikki Caldwell
Head Coach • 2nd Year • Tennessee (’94)
Nikki Caldwell, recognized as one of nation's top assistant coaches during stints at the University of Tennessee and at 
the University of Virginia, is set to begin her second year as head coach at UCLA. Her fi rst Bruin team completed her 
ianaugural campaign with a 19-12 record and tied for fourth place in the Pac-10 Conference. The 19 wins matched 
the number for the 10th-best total in school history. The total of 13 home wins tied for the second-most in school 
annals. In addition, for the fi rst time since the 1986-87 season, the Bruins won as many as nine pre-season, non-con-
ference games. 

Caldwell and staff then proceeded to haul in the 14th-ranked recruiting class in the nation, featuring McDonald's All-
American Markel Walker from Pittsburgh, PA and Mariah Williams, the point guard on her state championship team 
in Colorado. UCLA enters the 2009-10 season with 10 returning letterwinners expected to return and welcomes 
former McDonald's All-America, transfer Jasmine Dixon, who will be eligible in December.

In her 14 seasons as a collegiate player and assistant coach, her teams compiled an amazing 404-76 record and appeared 
in the NCAA Tournament in each season, while winning three NCAA Championships. Caldwell, the fi fth women's 
basketball coach in UCLA history, played for and coached alongside legendary Pat Summitt at the University of Ten-
nessee for all but three of those 14 seasons. She came to UCLA in April of 2008 after being on staff at Tennessee for 
the previous six seasons, the last two produced National Championships.

"We are thrilled to welcome Nikki to the Bruin family," said Athletic Director Dan Guerrero at the time of her hire. 
"She is bright, articulate and an outstanding coach and recruiter who is a rising star in her profession. Nikki has been 
a winner as a student-athlete and as an assistant coach and is the perfect person to make our program nationally 
competitive on a regular basis."

The 37-year old Caldwell, lauded as an excellent fl oor coach and a consistent star among college recruiters, helped 
the Lady Vols capture a second-straight NCAA championship in 2008 and fi nished with a record of 36-2. National 
Player of the Year Candace Parker, the No. 1 selection in the WNBA draft, led a group of fi ve Lady Vols to be drafted 
into the WNBA on the day after the championship. 

Caldwell joined the Tennessee staff for the 2002-03 season and became the recruiting director in the spring of 2003. In 
the fall of 2003, the Tennessee staff signed perhaps  the most prolifi c freshman class in the history of women's collegiate 
basketball. For the 2004-05 season, Tennessee welcomed six 2004 high school All-Americans, including three Players 
of the Year. In 2007, the Women's Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA) named Tennessee as the best recruiting 
school in the nation. In 2008, three of the top-15 high school seniors (hoopgurlz.com) in the country committed to 
play for the Lady Vols and fi ve played in the McDonald's All-American Game.

Prior to her return as a coach at her alma mater, Caldwell served as an assistant at the University of Virginia for 
three seasons (2000-2002). She was responsible for recruiting, scouting, fi lm exchange, player development, camps 
and monitoring academic progress of the student-athletes. UVA compiled a record of 60-36 in her three seasons in 
Charlottesville and advanced to the NCAA Tournament in each year. She helped to develop standout Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) players Telisha Quarles at guard and forward Brandi Teamer, the 2002 ACC Rookie of the Year.

A guard during her playing days at Tennessee (1991-94) when the Lady Vols put together a 118-13 record, Caldwell 
was known for her tough defense and three-point shooting. She still ranks among the all-time top 10 at Tennessee in 
three-point fi eld goals made (128) and three-point shots attempted (364). She scored 20 points in her fi rst collegiate 
game against Stanford and went on to be named to the Southeastern Conference's (SEC) All-Freshman team. In the 
1991, NCAA title game victory over Virginia, Caldwell's defense was considered a key in UT's overtime victory.

Caldwell received the Gloria Ray Leadership Award in both her junior and senior seasons at Tennessee. After graduat-
ing with a degree in public relations in 1994, Caldwell moved behind the microphone as a color analyst on Tennessee 
games for Fox Sports Net South. She went on to become the color analyst for the SEC's Game of the Week from 
1995-97. Her television exposure opened the door for her to become the hostess of the sports segments for the 
Knoxville, TN-based television show, Shop at Home (1997-98). She then decided to return to her fi rst love, coaching, 
in 1998 when she became a graduate assistant for administration on the Lady Vols women's basketball staff. During 
the 1998-99 season, Tennessee went 31-3 and captured the SEC regular season and SEC Tournament titles. Caldwell 
was responsible for assisting the coaching staff in all aspects of basketball operations.

A native of Oak Ridge, TN, Caldwell is single. 

HEAD COACH
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