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Chancellor Dr. Gene Block
Athletic Director Dan Guerrero
Senior Associate Athletic Director/SWA Petrina Long
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Athletic Director and Rich Bertolucci, Assoc. SID.
Primary photography by UCLA Photography (Don 
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90024-0044. Please include your name and 
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As the UCLA women’s volleyball team began training last winter, the Bruins had already 
set their team motto for the 2008 campaign: Quest to Be the Best. UCLA hopes that its 
Quest ends up at the Qwest ... the Qwest Center in Omaha. That is where the Bruins’ 
season ended in 2006 with a National Semifi nal loss to Nebraska. In 2008, UCLA looks 
to make a return trip to the Final Four with its sights set on winning a national title.

“We have some of the key members from the 2006 team back this year,” said head 
coach Andy Banachowski, who begins his 42nd season at the helm of the Bruins. “But 
we’ve also graduated a few key players from that team. So we are different than we were 
two years ago, and we will have to rely on some of our new talent to help us reach our 
goals.”

Among the new talent in Westwood is a recruiting class that was ranked fourth in the 
nation by Prep Volleyball and Volleyball Magazine. The group includes three big players 
in 6-foot-6 middle blocker Amanda Gil, 6-5 middle blocker Katie Camp and 6-4 outside 
hitter Sara Sage.

“We recruited big this year with Gil, Camp and Sage. In years past, we have been on the 
smallish side in the middle, so now we have the ability to be bigger and play bigger. Our 
entire freshman class are going to make a difference for us and will either earn their way 
into the starting lineup or push the players that are ahead of them.”

The Bruins return 10 letterwinners and six of seven starters from last year’s squad 
that recorded their ninth-straight 20-win season and reached the Regional Final for the 
fourth time in the last fi ve years. It is a veteran squad with fi ve returning seniors that will 
look to duplicate their efforts from their sophomore season of 2006.

SETTERS
Just two seasons removed from setting the best hitter in the nation, senior Nellie 

Spicer returns for her fi nal year in Westwood. Spicer was a fi rst-team AVCA and Volleyball 
Magazine All-American for the second year in a row after ranking third in the Pac-10 
and 25th in the nation with 12.92 assists per game. Spicer enters the 2008 season 
with 4,697 assists, which is third in UCLA history. She is on pace to break Erika Selsor’s 
school-record of 6,234 assists.

“It’s great having a senior setter and one who I certainly feel is the best in the country,” 
Banachowski said. “I’m very confi dent in our abilities to move the ball around and 
diversify our offense. That will be more incumbent on the hitters to carry their load and 
get us some kills. But we are in a good position having Nellie back for her senior year.”

When Spicer is given a break, she will be backed up sophomore Jazmin Machado, 
redshirt freshman Stephanie Nucci and freshman Alexa Harper.

“Jazmin was our starting setter during the spring when Nellie was out and she improved 
quite a bit at that position. She is probably the next best leader at that position. Stephanie 
sets a great ball, but unfortunately has not had that much playing time. Alexa also gives 
us more depth and is going to be steady too, so we will be in good hands.”

OUTSIDE HITTERS
The outside hitter position was set to return intact with All-Pac-10 honorable mention 

selections Ali Daley and Kaitlin Sather coming back for their senior seasons. But that 
took a hit right before the start of fall practice, as Sather underwent surgery on a right 
biceps injury she suffered in the spring. She will be out of the lineup to start the season 
and there is no timetable for her return. At the outset, the Bruins will have to replace her 
team-leading 3.76 kills per game from a year ago to go along with 3.07 digs per game, 
which was fi fth on the team.

“It’s a tough situation regarding Kaitlin,” Banachowski said. “She fi nished great playing 
on the right side last year and gave us great balance to our offense.”

In Sather’s absence, Daley will be looked upon heavily to step up on the outside. The 
senior was second on the team a year ago with 3.69 kpg and 3.66 dpg. Daley also led 
the Bruins with 39 aces and 23 double-doubles and was third with 94 total blocks. She 
became the fi rst UCLA player since 2001 to post at least 20 kills and 20 digs in one 
match against Oregon State on Oct. 12.

“Ali feels great after coming off shoulder surgery during the summer. We’ll see how she 
is once we get into practice, but she is expecting to play at full strength, which she wasn’t 
able to do last year with her injury.”

The Bruins were getting solid production from Emily Clements, who was averaging 
2.39 kpg through the fi rst eight matches before suffering a torn right ACL in the ninth 
contest that ended her season. Clements received a medical redshirt and will again be 
a sophomore heading into 2008.

“Emily feels really good,” Banachowski said. “She was doing quite well during the 
spring and it will take her a little bit to get back in the swing of things, but she should hit 
her stride by the middle of the season.”

A pair of freshmen turned sophomores are back in Dicey McGraw and Juliane Piggott. 
McGraw played in 32 of 34 matches and was fourth on the squad with 2.57 kpg. She 
had 11 double-fi gure kills contests and also recorded three double-doubles in earning 
honorable mention All-Pac-10 Freshman Team accolades. Piggott appeared in 25 
matches a year ago and averaged 1.24 kpg and 15 service aces.

“Both of them are going to have more confi dence this season having been through it for 
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one year. I expect Dicey to have a good year. She was hot 
and cold a lot last year, but I think we will see a lot more 
of her being hot because she’s got more experience and 
confi dence in her shots. Juliane had a tough year health 
wise, but she made it through the season and played well 
in some spots. She is going to come in this year healthy 
and should get off to a good start and make a signifi cant 
contribution.”

The Bruins also bring back redshirt junior Laura 
Holloway and bring in a pair of freshmen in Sage and Eva 
Gabrielsen.

“Laura’s health is still pretty questionable,” Banachowski 
said. “Her knee is fully recovered, but her shoulder still 
seems to be lacking some strength. Where she fi gures on 
the team is still up in the air and once we get into training 
we will see how well she can handle herself.”

“Sage has the capability to play both the middle and the 
left and right sides. It’s her size and presence that will 
help us take on a different look and bolster our attack, 
which will be one of our main goals this year. Eva is similar 
to Emily Clements in the fact that she is a left-handed 
right-side player. She is a good jumper and ball handler 
and I envision her turning into a good college player in the 
image of what Emily is developing into.”

MIDDLE BLOCKERS
The middle blocker spot took the biggest hit of 

departures with the graduation of All-Pac-10 honorable 
mention selection Rachell Johnson and Meghan Schoen, 
as well as Elise Carstensen, who will forego her senior 
season because of a right shoulder injury.

However, the Bruins bring back their top blocks per 
game player from a year ago in sophomore Katie Mills. In 
her freshman campaign that saw her receive honorable 
mention All-Pac-10 Freshman Team plaudits, Mills was 
third among Pac-10 players and 31st in the country with 
1.45 blocks per game. 

“Blocking is certainly Katie’s strength,” Banachowski 
said. “She has a good instinct and knows how to get her 
hands across the net at the right time. The thing that will 
defi ne Katie’s progress is how effective she becomes 
as an attacker and our ability to use her as an offensive 
weapon.”

Gil promises to make an immediate impact for the 
Bruins in the middle. Along with Camp, the duo have 
had a wealth of success at both the high school and club 
volleyball levels.

“Amanda is really good at both blocking and attacking 
and there are certain things that she does offensively 
that we will try and capitalize on quite a bit. She is really 
good at hitting behind the setter, which will allow us to 
vary our attack a little bit.”

“Katie Camp needs a little more development to adjust 
to the speed of the collegiate game, which is typical of 
most freshman. She also is a really good attacker behind 
the setter. I see her cracking the lineup as she gets 
better at reading opposing setters and becoming a more 
effective blocker.”

DEFENSIVE SPECIALISTS/LIBEROS
Defense was the strongest part for the Bruins in 2007, 

leading the Pac-10 and ranking 13th in the nation with 
19.46 dpg. The total also set a UCLA single-season record 
for digs per game, eclipsing the previous mark by more 
than a dig and a half.

“I feel really confi dent about our abilities to play defense 
and dig the ball,” Banachowski said. “Getting that many 
digs and being in that position is about how big your heart 
is as a team. We played with a lot of heart last year and 
we are going to have to recapture that again this year. 
Hopefully we will be able to block a few more balls and 
not have so many dig opportunities.”

Returning in the backcourt for the Bruins are seniors 
Jade Machado and Jessica Fine, who traded off at the 
defensive specialist and libero positions last year. Fine 
led the Bruins with 3.75 dpg, which was eighth among 
Pac-10 players. She had two 30-dig matches as a junior, 

including 33 against Pepperdine which set a school 
record for digs in a four-game match.

Machado was the lone Bruin to play in all 34 matches 
last year. She was third on the team with 3.19 dpg and 
had 19 double-fi gure digs matches, including a career 
high 29 against Oregon State on Oct. 12.

“We are going to be solid with Jessica and Jade,” 
Banachowski said. “They saved us in a lot of situations 
last year and they will be looked upon to do that again 
this year.”

Adding to the depth at both spots are sophomore Jazmin 
Machado and freshmen Nikki Casale, Lainey Gera and 
Amber McBenttez.

“If she is not setting, Jazmin can play at DS,” Banachowski 
said. “She is going to be on the court somehow, because 
she became our toughest server this spring. Serving is 
going to become a big point of emphasis this year.”

“Amber tried out for the team and we were really 
impressed with her abilities. Lainey is coming in as an 
outstanding defensive player and a steady passer, as 
is Nikki. We have the makings of having two squads of 
liberos and defensive specialists.”

RULE CHANGES
Every year brings rule changes to women’s volleyball, 

but most are so subtle that fans don’t notice. That won’t 
be the case in 2008, with perhaps the biggest rule 
change being the switch to 25-point sets. It marks the 
third different scoring method in the last nine seasons. 
After switching from sideout scoring and 15-point 
games to rally scoring and 30-point games for the 2001 
season, the NCAA moves to 25-point sets to mirror the 
international scoring method.

“The 25-point sets are going to give a different outlook 
to the matches,” Banachowski said. “I’m disappointed 
that we have gone to a shorter game. It’s cheating the 
fans of an opportunity to watch their favorite athletes play 
and compete a little bit more. But we’ll get used to it. All 
teams will have to come out faster and play every point 
with a little bit more intensity.”

In addition to the new scoring system, the term “game” 
has been replaced with “set”, so matches will now be 
a best three-out-of-fi ve sets. The fi fth set will remain 
rally scoring to 15. Other rule changes include a limit of 
substitutions to 12 and a loosening of the double-hit call 
for setters.

THE SCHEDULE
The season kicks off in the paradise of Hawaii, but it 

will be all business once the Bruins take the fl oor. After 
opening against an Ohio squad on Aug. 29 which made 
the NCAA Tournament a year ago, the Bruins will face 
defending national champion Penn State on Aug. 30. One 
day later, UCLA takes on host Hawai’i (Aug. 31). 

“It’s a tough way to open the season, but it will be a 
good test right off the bat to fi nd out where we are at,” 
Banachowski said. “It’s always tough playing Hawai’i 
in their place and Ohio is a great team in a mid-major 
conference. Playing Penn State is going to be a challenge, 
but we are looking forward to the opportunity of playing 
the defending champions.”

After a midweek matchup at UC Riverside on Sept. 3, 
the Bruins head to Reno for the Nevada Tournament, 
where they will face the host Wolf Pack on Sept. 5 and D-I 
upstart Seattle University on Sept. 6. UCLA then faces two 
more Big West Conference schools on the road, traveling 
to Cal State Fullerton on Sept. 10 and Cal State Northridge 
on Sept. 16. Preseason tournament play concludes in 
Evanston, Ill., as the Bruins take part in the Northwestern 
Wildcat Classic, facing Virginia and Georgetown on Sept. 
19 and the host Wildcats on Sept. 20. 

With 11 away or neutral contests already under their 
belt, the Bruins have three more road matches to start 
off Pacifi c-10 Conference play, facing cross-town rival and 
NCAA semifi nalist USC in the league opener on Sept. 26. 
A trip to the Oregon Schools concludes a season-opening 
14-match road stretch, as UCLA visits Oregon on Oct. 3 
and Oregon State on Oct. 4. 

After a top-heavy road schedule to start off the season, 
the Bruins will enjoy the comfort of home for the second 
part of the year, playing 10 of their fi nal 16 matches 
at Pauley Pavilion. The home slate begins on Oct. 10 
against Washington and continues one night later against 
Washington State. 

Following a road trip to the desert to face Arizona State 
(Oct. 17) and Arizona (Oct. 18), the Bruins return home for 
four in a row. The homestand opens up with a bang, as 
UCLA entertains NCAA semifi nalist California on Oct. 24. 
Two days later, the Bruins host NCAA runner-up Stanford 
in the fi rst of three live TV matches on Fox Sports Net. The 
four-game stand wraps up with contests against Oregon 
State (Oct. 31) and Oregon (Nov. 1). 

The Bruins alternate road and home weekends over the 
fi nal eight matches, traveling to Washington State (Nov. 7) 
and Washington (Nov. 9 on FSN) before returning home 
to face Arizona State on Nov. 14 and Arizona on Nov. 15. 
The fi nal regular-season road trip takes the Bruins to the 
Bay Area, as they visit Stanford on Nov. 21 and California 
one night later. 

The annual matchup with Pepperdine comes to Pauley 
Pavilion on Nov. 25 before the home fi nale against USC 
on Nov. 28, which will be aired live on FSN.

The postseason begins on Dec. 5 and 6 with the NCAA 
First and Second Rounds at campus sites and continues 
the following weekend at NCAA Regionals on Dec. 12 
and 13. The fi nal four teams converge on Omaha, Neb. 
on Dec. 18 for the NCAA Semifi nals, with the national 
champion crowned on Dec. 20 at the Qwest Center. 

2008 SEASON OUTLOOK

KATIE MILLS



4 2008 UCLA WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL MEDIA GUIDE

Press Credentials
Media and photography credentials for UCLA home matches may be obtained by working press only by contacting Assistant Sports Information Director James Ybiernas at:

Work Phone: (310) 206-8123 Mailing Address:  UCLA Sports Information Department
Cell Phone: (818) 635-8873  J.D. Morgan Center, 325 Westwood Plaza
E-Mail: jamesy@athletics.ucla.edu  Los Angeles, CA 90095

All requests should be submitted at least 24 hours in advance. Media and photography credentials can be picked up at lower gate two of Pauley Pavilion.

Photography
TV and photo credentials entitle video and still photographers to shoot from designated spots on the fl oor. Media members are not allowed to sit between the 10-foot lines on the 
sport court, but may be seated opposite the benches in the break between the tables if they are on the brown tarp off of the sport court. Flash photography is prohibited.

Interview Policies
All interviews must be arranged through the UCLA Sports Information Offi ce and Assistant Sports Information Director James Ybiernas. Student-athletes have been instructed not to 
grant any interviews, in person or by telephone, not arranged by the Sports Information Offi ce. Telephone numbers are private and will not be released. Please do not expect student-
athletes to be available if you have not made prior arrangements.

Interview Availability
Players and coaches are available before or after practice depending on availability. Practice is generally from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. in Pardee Gym at the John Wooden Center. Please 
contact the Sports Information Offi ce to arrange access into the John Wooden Center. Afternoon interviews will require advance planning. Any photographer planning to attend practice 
must be cleared in advance by the John Wooden Center staff.

Travel Information
For security purposes, the UCLA Sports Information Offi ce does not release to the general public any travel information for UCLA athletic teams. If you would like to reach a member 
of the UCLA women’s volleyball team on the road, please contact James Ybiernas in the Sports Information Offi ce.

Pauley Pavilion
Pauley Pavilion is located on the campus of UCLA. From Los Angeles International Airport, take Century Blvd. east to the San Diego Freeway (405). Take the San Diego Freeway north 
to Wilshire Blvd. east. Turn left on Westwood Blvd. and stop at the parking kiosk. Parking is available in Lots 6 or 8. UCLA will play all of its 2008 home matches on a SportCourt on 
the east end of the building.

John Wooden Center
The John Wooden Center is located on the campus of UCLA. From Los Angeles International Airport, take Century Blvd. east to the San Diego Freeway (405). Take the San Diego 
Freeway north to Sunset Blvd. going east. Turn right at Westwood Plaza. Parking is straight ahead at Lot 4.

Media Outlets
Newspapers
Los Angeles Times
202 West First St.
Los Angeles, CA 90053
(p/f) 213-237-7145/237-7876
www.latimes.com

Los Angeles Daily News
PO Box 4200
Woodland Hills, CA 91365
(p/f) 818-713-3600/713-3436
www.dailynews.com

Orange County Register
625 N. Grand Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92711
(p/f) 714-796-7817/565-6765
www.ocregister.com

Riverside Press Enterprise
3512 14th St.
Riverside, CA 92502
(p/f) 909-368-9533/368-9029
www.pe.com

South Bay Daily Breeze
5215 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90509
(p/f) 310-540-4201/540-3067
www.dailybreeze.com

Long Beach Press Telegram
604 Pine Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90844
(p/f) 562-499-1338/437-8914
www.presstelegram.com

Pasadena Star News/ 
San Gabriel Valley Tribune
1210 N. Azusa Canyon Rd.
West Covina, CA 91790
(p/f) 626-962-8811/856-2758
www.pasadenastarnews.com
www.sgvtribune.com

UCLA Daily Bruin
308 Westwood Plaza
Los Angeles, CA 90024
(p/f) 310-825-2095/206-0906
dailybruin.ucla.edu

National Newspapers
Associated Press
221 So. Figueroa, S 300
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(p/f) 213-626-1200/346-0200
www.ap.org

USA Today
10877 Wilshire #406
Los Angeles, CA 90024
(p/f) 310-443-8900/443-8923
www.usatoday.com

Volleyball Outlets
AVCA
2365 Harrodsburg Rd., Suite A325
Lexington, KY 40504
(p/f) 859-226-4315/226-4338
www.avca.org

Volleyball Magazine
420 Boylston St., 5th Floor
Boston, MA 02116
(p/f) 617-536-0100/536-0102
www.volleyballmag.com

Television Stations
KCBS (Ch. 2)/KCAL (Ch. 9)
6121 Sunset Blvd.
Hollywood, CA 90028
(p/f) 323-460-3252/460-3337

KNBC (Ch. 4)
3000 W. Alameda Ave.
Burbank, CA 91523
(p/f) 818-840-4237/840-3076

KTLA (Ch. 5)
5800 Sunset Blvd.
Hollywood, CA 90028
(p/f) 323-460-5907/460-5333

KABC (Ch. 7)
500 Circle Seven Dr.
Glendale, CA 91201
(p/f) 818-863-7677/863-7889

KTTV (Ch. 11)/KCOP (Ch. 13)
1999 S. Bundy Dr. 
Los Angeles, CA 90025
(p/f) 310-584-2030/584-2450

Fox Sports Net West
111 S. Figueroa Ste. 108
Los Angeles, CA 90015
(p/f) 213-143-7800/763-4633

ESPN
ESPN Plaza
Bristol, CT 06010
(p) 860-766-2000

CBS College Sports (CSTV)
Chelsea Piers, Pier 62
New York, NY 10011
(p) 212-342-8760

Radio Stations
AM 570 KLAC
3400 W. Olive Ave. #550
Burbank, CA 91505
(p/f) 818-559-2252/566-6114 

710 KSPN (ESPN Radio)
3321 S. LaCienega
Los Angeles, CA 90016
(p/f) 310-840-2492/558-5648

MEDIA INFORMATION
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All-Time Home Record
YEAR RECORD PCT
1970-71 7-0 1.000
1971-72 8-0 1.000
1972-73 6-2 .750
1973 6-2 .750
1974 9-0 1.000
1975 7-2 .778
1976 10-2 .833
1977 9-2 .818
1978 8-1 .889
1979 9-4 .692
1980 12-2 .857
1981 12-6 .667
1982 14-5 .737
1983 12-1 (3-0) .923 (1.000)
1984 10-3 (5-0) .769 (1.000)
1985 8-1 (5-1) .889 (.833)
1986 9-2 (7-1) .818 (.875)
1987 5-3 (8-0) .625 (1.000)
1988 7-0 (8-0) 1.000 (1.000)

1989 5-0 (9-0) 1.000 (1.000)
1990 6-0 (9-0) 1.000 (1.000)
1991 5-1 (9-1) .833 (.900)
1992 7-0 (8-0) 1.000 (1.000)
1993 10-0 (4-1) 1.000 (.800)
1994 9-0 (2-0) 1.000 (1.000)
1995 6-3 (4-0) .667 (1.000)
1996 5-5 .500
1997 5-5 .500
1998 8-2 (1-0) .800 (1.000)
1999 11-0 1.000
2000 10-2 .833
2001 7-2 .778
2002 6-4 .600
2003 8-3 .727
2004 7-5 .583
2005 8-3 .727
2006 11-1 .917
2007 5-4 .556
Totals 307-78 (82-4) .797 (.953)
Combined 389-82 .826
* - Wooden Center records in parentheses

One of the most storied buildings in all of collegiate athletics, Pauley Pavilion is now in its 39th season as the home of UCLA Women’s Volleyball. Regarded as one of the nation’s 
fi nest all-around collegiate facilities, it has been the site of numerous illustrious events, including 16 volleyball NCAA Championships (women’s in 1981, ’84 and ’91; men’s in 1970, 
’71, ’75, ‘77, ’79, ’84, ’85, ’87, ’89, ’93, ’96, ’99 and ‘05) and the 1984 Olympics gymnastics competition.

Outside of athletics, the facility has played host to the Presidential Debate between George Bush and Michael Dukakis on Oct. 13, 1988, and a sitting President, Bill Clinton, who 
was the keynote speaker for UCLA’s 75th anniversary convocation on May 20, 1994. On Sept. 9, 1992, the Pavilion was site of the annual MTV Video Awards show. In 1991, it served 
as the site for the 1991 U.S. Olympic Festival basketball and gymnastics competitions.

Since 1990, the Bruin women’s volleyball team has had an average yearly attendance in Pauley Pavilion of over 1,000 in 11 of 17 seasons, including each of the last four. The 
highest single-game attendance for a regular season women’s volleyball match in the 1990s came on Oct. 14, 1995, when the Bruins hosted Arizona State in front of 6,215 fans. 
The last time the Bruins played host to the NCAA women’s championship, they hoisted the National Championship trophy in front of a Pauley Pavilion crowd of 7,177.

The Pavilion was built at a total cost of $6 million and was introduced to the University at the June 1965 Commencement exercises, at which time it was dedicated and named for 
Regent Edwin W. Pauley, the principal donor to the building fund. In October of 1990, a highly-effi cient lighting system was installed that double the lighting capability in the Pavilion. 
In October 1999, a state-of-the-art video scoreboard was installed in the multi-purpose facility.

The facility contains 10,337 permanent upholstered seats and retractable bleachers for 2,482 spectators. The UCLA women’s volleyball team plays on a sport court in the east 
end of the arena. For volleyball, capacity is listed at 4,500 spectators while the basketball confi guration seats 12,819.

Between 1983 and 1995, the UCLA women’s volleyball team played some of their regular-season home contests in the more intimate setting of the Wooden Center. Attendance 
averages for matches in the Wooden Center from 1990-94 hovered around 1,200 per match, and topped out with a standing-room only crowd of 2,500 to see the Bruins face 
Stanford on Oct. 19, 1991. The Wooden Center has also played host to many NCAA volleyball matches over the year, particularly fi rst-round contests and regional competition.

PAULEY PAVILION


