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ATHLETICS PEER LEARNING LAB (APLL) 
 

2015-16 Application for Peer Learning Facilitator (PLF) Position 

Supplemental Application - Composition 
 
Additional Job Requirements for Composition PLFs 

 Facilitate peer learning sessions that address students’ academic writing concerns. 

 Commit to facilitating a minimum of three (3) weekly composition sessions every quarter during employment, in 

addition to other assigned subject-specific sessions. 

 Attend all additional training activities for Composition PLFs. 

 

Application Instructions for Composition Supplement:   
1. Attach two samples of your academic writing (one copy of each). 

2. Attach a brief statement explaining why you selected these two papers for your application.  Then, pick one and 

describe your writing process for that paper from beginning to final draft. 

3. Review the student writing sample below and then attach your written response to the following questions:  What are 

the highest priority concerns in this paper and how would you suggest the student revise them? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Writing Prompt: Communication and relationship experts debate the value of using electronic communication and social 

networking to maintain and foster social relationships. How does social networking impact our interpersonal relationships, 

if at all? Do the advantages of communicating online outweigh the disadvantages?  In your essay, take a position on these 

questions. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Internet has become a world unto its own by providing a space that caters to your every need. Online 

communication can be utilized using cell phones, tablets, laptops, desktop computers, video gaming systems, and even 

watches. Online communication, specifically social media, has made possible more intimate, consistent, interpersonal 

relationships. 

Face to face communication is a combination of the exchange of words, but also nonverbal cues such as hand 

gestures and facial expressions. The drawback with most interpersonl communication between friends is that lack of face-

to-face communication will lead to commitment to that friends dissipating or the strong tie breaking, and the friendship 

moving towards its end. The Internet however connects us in a way that alleviates that dissipating commitment by making 

friends and family available 24 hours a day through Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and other social media platforms. Also 

Facetime is going in popularity and many Apple user have Facetime and Skype or some other video chat program 

installed. This communication has been both beneficial and detrimental to our interpersonal relationships. 

There are various benefits. These perks can take the form of sharing useful information, personal relationships, or 

the capacity to organize groups. As we move from school, to work, and to participating in our own specific interests we 

accumulate acquaintances and create ever-growing networks of associates. Normally we make connections with other 

people who have the same strong interests that we do. The Internet allows us to make connection with people who have a 

mild interest in the same things as we do, which are weak ties.  

Critics of online communication say that its disadvantages out weigh its benefits. Online communication is slowly 

shifting our linguistic patterns in which some scientist predict have negative connotations. Unfortunately, simple online 

interactions can be misinterpreted  misconstrued from their original meaning. Mobile phone users insert these emoticons 

into the messages to add some of the feeling you get when you’re having face-to-face communication. Also, online site 

usage exacerbates and encourages narcissism in its users. The self demonstrated online is not the true self and 

interpersonal relationships suffer. 

The Internet is an ever-evolving entity that will continue to greatly impact our lives. Usage and integration of the 

Internet into the daily lives of many make online communication a welcomed form of relating to loved ones. The creation 

and maintenance of interpersonl relationships online will continue to be a large part of our society, one that is largely 

positive.  


